

PM rebuts leadership rumours 

Shaky Major 


bows to right 
over Europe 


DONALD MACINTYRE 

John Major yesterday unex- 
pectedly bowed to Euro- 
sceptic pressure by ordering a 
While Paper on Europe as he 
and party managers moved ur- 
gently to defuse a fresh bout of 
speculation about his leadership. 

In a move which took senior 
Tories by surprise, Mr Major ig- 
nored calls from the Tory left 
not to risk re-opening the de- 
bate on Europe by publishing 
a White Paper. Instead, the 
Cabinet accepted Mr Major's 
recommendation to publish one 
before the intergovernmental 
conference on the EU’s future 
begins on 29 March. 

The White Paper was an- 
nounced as Mr Major dismissed 
as ‘'silly speculation" a fresh 
spate of reports suggesting that 
he could face a plot to unseat 
him after the wholesale losses 
- of up to 800 out of over 1,000 
contested councfl seats- which 
the party fears in the May 
local elections. 

While opinion differed 
sharply among senior oppo- 
nents of Mr Major over whether 
such a challenge was feasible - 
let alone capable of success - Sir 
Marcus Fox, chairman of the 
1922 committee, took the high- 
ly unusual step of issuing a state- 
ment saying the reports were 
“ludicrous". 

The Prime Minister yesterday 
visited the Commons tea-room 
after telling MPs in the Cham- 
ber “We have have this silly 
speculation almost every week 
there's a Thursday in. It's been 
nonsense in the past and it’s 
nonsense now." According to 
one MP who spoke to him in the 
tea-room, Mr Major suggested 
that he knew who had planted 
the story and implied that it was 
a figure in the Lords rather than 
ihe~ Commons. 

As the former Tory chairman 
Sir Norman Fowler also re- 
jected the reports but ac- 
knowledged that there was a 
“maverick minority” who might 
want to unseat Mr Major, it 
emerged that senior members 



John Major: Talk of a plot is 
just 'silly speculation’ 

of the Tory parliamentary 
parly are determined to resist 
aspirations by constituency par- 
ties to be given a formal 
voice In choosing future party 
leaders. 

The issue has taken on a new 
importance because of signs that 
the executive of the 1922 com- 
mittee are reluctant to decide 
radical changes to the leader- 
ship rules which could consti- 
tutionally preclude a further 
leadership challenge to Mr Ma- 
jor before the general election. 

Lord Feldman, chairman of 
the party’s National Union - the 
Tory voluntary wing - has float- 
ed the idea (at a meeting last 

Surprise cut in 
interest rates 

The Chancellor; Kenneth 
Clarice, came to the rescue of a 
beleaguered John Major with a 
cut in interest rates that caught 
the City napping. The quarter 
point reduction to 6225 per 
cent poshed rates down to their 
lowest for more than a year; but 
failed to trigger farther cuts in 
mortgage rates. 

The stock market leapt on the 
news, with the FTSE index of 
100 top companies jumping by 
44L5 points to a record high of 
3,748.7. The City is now betting 
on a farther quarter point cut 
by March. 

Footsie record, page 20 


summer with leaders of the 
1922 committee) that the con- 
stituency party membership - 
who have expressed solid sup- 
port for Mr Major in the most 
recent soundings taken during 
the party's consultation exercise 
- should have formal say. 

But one senior backbench fig- 
ure on the right of the party said 
that MPs would resist any at- 
tempt to dilute their exclusive 
rights to pick the party leader 
and added: “That’s why we are 
resisting a wide-ranging review 
of Lhe rules which could open 
that whole issue up.” 

But amid a warm welcome 
for the one-quarter of a percent 
fall in interest rates - and 
among the right at least for the 
White Paper announcement - 
a series of senior party figures 
queued up to dismiss sugges- 
tions that Mr Major would be 
forced out in the wake of the 
elections - much less walk out 
voluntarily having successfully 
gambled his leadership last 
summer. 

The promised White Paper. 
Whitehall sources emphasised, 
would not lay out the final oe- j 
gotiating position of Mr Major's 
government during the IGC. 
which opens in Turin in March, 
though it will rehearse positions 
already made public - such as 
the government’s outright op- 
position to any extension of 
qualified majority voting in the 
EU. 

A Foreign Office statement 
said: “While the White Riper 
cannot be a detailed negotiat- 
ing document, it will draw to- 
gether the various policy 
statements that have been made 
by the Government and will 
indicate the Government’s gen- 
eral objectives." 

It nevertheless raises the pos- 
sibility of another difficult Com- 
mons vote if Labour seeks to 
amend the normal take note 
motion when the white Paper is 
published. Several left-of- 
centre MPS wrote privately to 
Mr Major over the last few 
weeks strongly urging him not 
to have a White Riper. 
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Sailing into trouble: Chechen-supporting gunmen aboard the hijacked Russian ferry yesterday 


Photograph: Globenet 


Yeltsin warns of Chechen war 


PHIL REEVES 

Pervomayskoye 

HUGH POPE 

Istanbul 

After pulverising the village of 
Pervomayskoye, and the 
Chechen rebels and their 
hostages holed up there, for 
four days Boris Yeltsin last 
night threatened a new assault 
against the Chechen leader. 
Dzokhar Dudayev. 

The end of the assault on the 
village left large questions unan- 
swered - over the death toll, the 
conduct of Lhe Russian forces, 
and over the fate of 200 people 
still held hostage by Chechen 
sympathisers on a ship in the 
Black Sea. 

Mr Yeltsin said he would 
now take the initiative against 
Mr Dudayev, apparently threat- 
ening a resumption of the 
bloody civil war which cost 
both sides heavily last year. 

“We have taught Dudayev a 
sound lesson and we now need 
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to strike at all the Dudayev 
strongholds where there are 
no civilians in order to do away 
with terrorism on Russian soil," 
he said. 

Mr Yeltsin stunned inde- 
pendent observers by claiming 
that 82 of the Chechens' 
hostages had emerged safely - 


a figure that seemed astonish- 
ingly high given the intensity of 
the Russian bombardment. 

It also directly contradicts 
claims by senior militaiy officials 
earlier this week, that most of 
the hostages had been mur- 
dered by the kidnappers. 

Mr Yeltsin’s version of events 
has already been challenged in 
Russia, despite stringent ef- 
forts to prevent reporters gain- 
ing access to the battle. 

A report in Izvestia newspa- 
per said yesterday that the at- 
tack had been reckless and 
disorganised. “To call this an op- 
eration to save hostages is, to say 
the least, cynical," wrote Izws- 
tia's correspondent, Valeiy 
Yakov, who spent three days 
near the battle zone. 

The Russian interior ministry 
said the bodies of 153 Chechen i 
rebels had been found in the vil- 
lage, and that 28 rebels had also 
been captured - though Lheir 
leader, Salman Raduyev, may 
have escaped. Mr Yeltsin, said 


that 26 Russian servicemen had 
also died. 

The other Chechen drama 
was still unresolved last night, 
with a hijacked ferry carrying 
200 hostages nearing Istanbul. 

The/limsya ferry, which was 
seized by" supporters of 
Chechen rebels fighting for in- 
dependence from Russia, was 
about 120 miles east of the city 
last nighL but the Turkish gov- 
ernment has refused to allow 
the gunmen into the Bosporus. 

The ferry, laden with explo- 
sives, could reach the city ear- 
ly today. The gunmen have 
threatened to blow up the ship 
unless Russian forces halt at- 
tacks on Chechen rebels. 

Film from on board the ship 


showed the hijackers looking 
tired and nervous but deter- 
mined. 

They were dressed like pi- 
rates in baggy coats and wool- 
ly balaclava hats, with grenades 
on their jackets, pistols and 
knives in their belts and all kinds 
of weapons in their hands, in- 
cluding rifles and big pump-ac- 
tion shotguns. 

“Ajlah-u-akbar!" (God is 
Great) they repeatedly cheered 
as the camera panned out to 
show a Turkish frigate shadow- 
ing them and flags from the 
Caucasus run up the mast, in- 
cluding the green-and-while 
striped banner of the Chechen 
independence movement. 

Guns fall silent, page 12 


DTI called in after ‘insider deals’ probe 


DAVID H ELDER 

The London Stock Exchange 
last night announced that it had 
passed the findings of an in- 
vestigation into dealings in the 
shares of Cara don, the building 
products group, to the Depart- 
ment of Trade and Industry. 

A four-line statement from 
the Exchange, whose chairman 
is John Kemp-Welch. said that 
it had concluded an investiga- 
tion into dealings in the shares 
of Caradon ahead of an an- 
nouncement by the company on 
11 September last year relating 
to its interim results. News of 
the Stock Exchange investiga- 
tion was first revealed earlier 
this month in the Independent. 


L\ BRIEF 


Meningitis breakthrough 

Doctors in Glasgow have made 
an important breakthrough in 
treating the most severe form 
of meningitis which can kill in 
just a few hours. Rage 3 

Howard in chains U-tum 

Michael Howard was yesterday 
forced into an embarrassing 
U-turn over the shackling of 
pregnant women prisoners in 
hospital. Page 2 

^ Today's weather 

Grey and misty but generally 
djv. Section Tiro, page 33 


The last time the Exchange 
made a public announcement 
that h was investigating allega- 
tions of improper share-dealing 
was in August 1994 when it con- 
firmed that it bad passed on in- 
formation to the DTI about 
share dealings in Anglia televi- 
sion ahead of a takeover bid. 

The decision was taken after 
new information cm the dealings 
came to light in the past couple 
of weeks. It comes as two ana- 
lysts at Robert Fleming, the in- 
vestment bank, who have been 
at the centre of questioning, 
have quit their posts. Derek 
Reed and Martin Murch were 
said to be no longer employees 
of the company yesterday, al- 
though they are believed to 


have been offered consultancy 
work by the bank. The DTI wm 
decide whether to appoint in- 
spectors to investigate the case. 

The Exchange investigations 
team has been trying to ascer- 
tain whether anyone at Robert 
Fleming received, and marte im- 
proper use of. privileged infor- 
mation. Heavy trading on the 
Friday before the results were 
due first attracted the attention 
of the regulators. Caradon was 
lhe market’s most heavily trad- 
ed stock, with 26 million shares 
changing hands at about 210p 
each in the late afternoon. 

The likelihood that there 
had been had been a leak was 
strengthened when reports that 
Caradon would unveil disap- 


pointing figures appeared m two 
Sunday newspapers. Caradon 
brought forward its results and 
issued a profits warning on the 
Monday, leading some brokers 
to downgrade their forecasts. 

The Exchange has been con- 
sidering suggestions of a rela- 
tionship between Robert 
Fleming and Financial Dy- 
namics, Cara don’s public rela- 
tions firm and one of the largest 
in the City. Financial Dynam- 
ics’ chairman Tony Knox is 
known to be friends with the two 
former Robert Fleming analysts. 
Mr Knox has declined to make 
any comment on the affair al- 
though friends of Mr Knox 
have said that there is no ques- 
tion of him having passed them 


any inside information. Mr 
Knox could not be contacted 
yesterday for comment. 

Yesterday Nick Miles, the 
chief executive of Financial 
Dynamcis, said he welcomed 
the official announcement of 
the inquiry. 

“This will give us the chance 
to dear our name and get on 
with our business. 

Mr Miles said his firm had 
twice contacted the exchange to 
ask if it could be of any assis- 
tance to its investigation. “They 
told us that they had no need 
to see us," he said. 

Mr Miles added that there 
was no question of anybody at 
his firm passing on inside in- 
formation about Caradon. 



John Kemp-Welch: London 
Stock Exchange chairman 


Anti-porn device nets a £30m fortune 


RUSSELL HOT7EN 

Three Britons whose company 
developed computer software to 
prevent children downloading 
pornography or other undesir- 
able material from the Internet 
became muta'-milfionaires yes- 
terday when the}’ sold their in- 
vention to the the US. 

Entrepreneur John Kimber- 
ley,*^. marketing specialist Pe- 
ter Simpkin, 44, and Richard 
Whitehead, 48, a programming 
expea have been paki£3Qm by 
an American computer com- 


pany - realising a phenomenal 
return on their original invest- 
ment of £600,000. 

The software package that 
they developed puts restric- 
tions on use of the Internet and 
can be used equally by compa- 
nies. schools, or mdroduals. 

The stoiy of their company 
- Firefox, based in SoUbufl, near 
Birmingham -is one of several 
get-rich-quick tales about die in- 
dustry. UK companies are 
Socking to the US where hi-tech 
firms are the latest glamour 
stock, with financiers wiffing to 


invest milli ons in operations 
with no track record. 

“Things are moving so fast in 
America," said Mr Kimberley 
“Bankers really understand Lhe 
market, and are willing to take 
on young companies. Not like 
in the UK, where the City only 
takes notice after you have 
been around for 10 years, or so." 

Firefox . which employs 100 
people, was floated on the Nas- 
daq exchange in May with a val- 
ue oiSlOOm f£66m). It raised 
S20m for the original backers, 
with Mr Kimberley getting $3m. 


Shares were priced at S IS, twice 
initial expectations, but shot to 
$30 in furious trading. Mr Kim- 
berley still owned 23 per cent of 
the company after the flota- 
tion, and the deal announced 
yeste rday with California-based 
FTP Software converted that into 
about £l5m_ All three found ers 
take up senior posts at FTP. 

Firefox is not the first bi-tech 
company to hit the big time on 
the US stock market, but it is sriU 
a long way off the heights 
achieved by the US company 
Net-scape. Floated Iasi August 


at S2S a share. Nel-scapc’s price 
reached $75 on the first day. be- 
fore closing at $58. Just 15 
months old and not making a 
profit, the company was suddenly 
worth $1.07bn, about 40 times its 
annual turnover. The chairman's 
holding alone was worth 5670m. 
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Howard unchains pregnant prisoners 

. . ... .k~k« lowing Mr Hmrard’s an- 


IN BRIEF 


HEATHER MILLS 

Home Affairs Correspondent 

Hie Home Secretary, Michael 
Howard, was yesterday forced 
into an embarrassing U-turn 
over the shackling of pregnant 
women prisoners in hospital - 
but he refused to apologise to 
those who have been chained in 
the past 

Only days after ministers 
were publicly defending the 
controversial policy, Mr 
Howard announced that no 
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labour. 

Prisoners attending hospi- 
tals for other reasons would 
“generally” continue to be re- 
strained, be said, unless the gov- 
ernor decides they are 
unnecessary following a thor- 
ough risk assessment 

The retreat followed a sus- 
tained barrage of criticism from 
health, maternity and human 
rights groups over the “de- 
grading and inhuman’* use of 


pregnant women should be chains on pregnant and ill 
heldin chains once she enters women - and an apology to the 


eminent’s discomfort saying 
the chaining of women was 
symbolic of its “arrogance and 
inhumani ty". Jack Straw, shad- 
ow Home Secretary, told Mr 
Howard: “You have been driven 
to this h umiliating retreat not 
by decency or by compassion, 
but by panic at foe avalanche of 
bad publicity. 

"A wider apology is now re- 
quired frtmi you, yourself for the 

brutal and unnecessary humil- 


curely with the duly to treat 
them with humanity and to 
maintain their dignity and pri- 
vacy. “The modifications I have 
announced will, I believe, allow 
the Prison Service to strike a 
reasonable balance on behalf of 
the public,” be said. 

At a news conference fol- 


secondary matter. ? *. • il. pf chains 
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a very difficult position and our wo women 
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pursuing legal actions against 

.Vfr Howard and a tisrdwamea, 

m with the HIV virus and 
chained for nine days, is also 
considering suing. 

Y es t e rday a join! statement 
from a variety of maternity, 
health and women groups, Jn- 
chrdmgfoehfeticfoalQiildbnth 

Trust, made it dear that they 
wanted a complete ban on the 
use of chains. ■ 

“Sfe totally reject sh ac k li n g 
of women prisoners. Shackling 
is degrading and potentially 
darning to the health of moth- 
ers and babies.” 


Second Maxwell 
juror taken ifl ‘ 

A second member of ihe 
Maxwell trial jnry was taken ffl 
yesterday, fra^foejudgeto 
adjourn the: trial offers and 
Ian Maxwell and former Max- 
mil company r&ector. tasty 
Tfadrtenbe^ on efamg® eff 


Acne 
drug 
blamed 
for two 
deaths 


GLENDA COOPER 

The most widely prescribed 
acne treatment has caused two 
people to foe and another to 
have a liver transplant, accord- 
ing to a report in the British 
Medical Journal. 

There is increasing evidence 
that Minocycline, an antibiotic, 
can cause a form of drug- 
induced liver disease, hepatitis, 
or lupus, a disabling auto- 
immune disease. 

Minocycline, sold as Mmocin 
MR. is one of the most widely 
prescribed antibiotics for acne 
largely because it needs to be 
given only once or twice a day 
and seems not to induce resis- 
tance. In 1993 there were more 
than 800,000 prescriptions of the 
drug at a cost of £23 Jm. 

But up to April 1994, 11 cas- . 
es of minocycline-induced lupus 
and 16 cases of hepatitis bad 
been reported to the Commit- 
lee on the Safety of Medicines, I 
according to a paper by Andrew j 
Gough, consultant registrar at 
Harrogate District Hospital’s 1 
department of rheumatology, j 
Most cases described were j 
women. Analysis of these cas- 
es and seven others show foe I 
severity of the reactions. 

A 17-year-old girl developed 
fatal liver disease, skin infections 
and fever after a one-month 
course of minocycline, despite 
being given a liver transplant 
And a 22-year-old woman died 
after taking the antibiotic for 
five months as a result of pan- 
cytopenia (reduction in biood 
cells across the body). 

Others found themselves 
chairbound or initially unable to 
hold a cup, and another two suf- 
fered from jaundice. Other ad- 
verse affects of the drug include 
blue-black excessive pigmenta- 
tion of foe skin, mucus mem- 
branes, nails, adult teeth and 
internal organs. But those who 
stopped taking the drug recov- 
ered within three months, al- 
though five people who started 
taking the drug again found 
their symptoms reoccurring. 

In an accompanying leading 
article, the BMJ said that “se- 
rious reactions are rare" to 
minocycline but recommends 
that its “unusual propensity” for 
causing such reactions “may 
make it less safe than other 
tetracyclines and this should be 
taken into account when treat- 
ing essentially benign conditions 
such as acne". 
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John Evans from Northampton driving his team of huskies on the banks of Loch Morfich near Aviemore in the Highlands yesterday. He was taking part in a practice run for 
the 14th Spillers Winalot/Siberian Husky Club Rally to be held over the weekend Photograph: Chris BacotvPress Association 


Dorrell offers to ease heavy 
workload of family doctors 


NICHOLAS TIMMINS 

Public Policy Editor 

A radically revamped role For 
family doctors, providing more 
of the care traditionally pro- 
vided in hospitals while nurses 
and others take on more of the 
routine work in GPs’ surgeries, 
was offered to general practi- 
tioners yesterday by Stephen 
Dorrell. the Secretary of State 
for Health. 

What amounts to a new vi- 
sion of general practice and 
which will almost certainly in- 
volve a new contract for GPs 
was outlined by Mr Dorrell in 
his first formal meeting with the 
British Medical Association's 
family doctors committee. 

With both medicine changing 
fast and new purchasing 
arrangements breaking down 
traditional barriers between 
hospital and GP services, Mr 


Dorrell said before the meeting 
that there was “a huge oppor- 
tunity to improve the quality of 
service to patients and make 
work more rewarding for staff 
in the medical profession". 

He had, he stressed, an 
“open agenda" to which fami- 
ly doctors themselves were wel- 
come to contribute. But he 
cited Gft becoming more in- 
volved in providing minor ac- 
cident and emergency services 
outside hospital, in mental 
health services, in providing 
post-operative care in commu- 
nity hospitals or “hospital -at- 
home” schemes, and in 
providing on-going treatment 
not just for asthma or diabetes 
but other conditions, working 
under protocols designed by 
consultants. 

In turn, nurses in general 
practice could probably pre- 
scribe for more conditions, op- 


erating within protocols de- 
signed by GPS. “These devel- 
opments will have both 
resource implications and im- 
plications for who does what in 
primary care," he said. 

He stressed that if GPs were 
being asked to do more, in 
some areas they would have to 
do less. Attempting to assuage 
GPs’ fears that he is merely 
adding to a workload which they 
already see as excessive, be 
promised “reasonable rewards 
for reasonable workload", 
adding: “1 do not think GPs 
have anything to fear from this. 
Absolutely the contrary." 

It should, he said, provide a 
more rewarding job, freeing 
GPs to provide more time for 
tbe more difficult cases. 

Following the meeting, a 
spokesman for foe BMA said 
the committee “was impressed 
by Mr Dorrell’s constructive ap- 


proach to general practice", 
whfle expressing scepticism that 
foe resources would be made 
available to allow foe change. 

With GP leaders agitating for 
a new contract to replace the 
much-resented one that Ken- 
neth Garke. when Secretary of 
State for Health, imposed on 
them in 19S8, Mr Dorrell said 
he hoped to agree a set of 
objectives by early summer. 

Detailed talks could then 
begin - a timetable that could 
see a Labour government hav- 
ing to settle foe final package. 

Although ideas for foe new 
service are initially being ex- 
plored with GPs, Mr Dorrell ac- 
knowledged the implications 
for nurses and others. “It is im- 
portant to know bow different 
professions react to foe ideas. 
We want to hear what they say 
and get a clearer idea of where 
foe emphasis should be." 


One year is too 
short for divorce 
says Cardinal 



Mggor ‘has created a 
two-nation Britain’ 


John Major has failed to deliv- 
er the classless society he 
promised, creating instead a 
“two nation" Britain. Tony Blair 
declared last night to a packed 
public meeting, writes Patricia 
Wynn Davies. 

Taking the “stakeholder 
economy" argument into tbe 
enemy camp, foe Labour leader 
said that in attacking foe con- 
cept, the Tories had given up any 

pretence of serving foe whole 
country. "Why has foe man 


who promised a classless soci- 
ety set his face against plans that 
will make a reality of that class- 
less society?" Kir Blair de- 
manded at a thousand-strong 
meeting hr Derby. 

Invoking the “tell Sid" slogan 
of foe British Gas sell-off, he 
said: “It’s not Sid the Tories look 
after. It’s Cedric. And wasn’t it 
telling that foe first person to 
defend the Prime Minister’s 
attack on the stakeholder econ- 
omy was Cedric Brown?" 


ANDREW BROWN and 
STEPHEN WARD 

Cardinal Basil Hume, leader of 
foe Roman Catholic Church in 
England, is to support oppo- 
nents of Lord Ma okay’s con- 
troversial divorce Bill by 
suggesting that a year is too 
short a time to wait before dis- 
solving a marriage. 

His intervention midway 
through debates on a multitude 
of highly critical amendments in 
foe House of Lords will come 
as a blow to the Lord Chancel- 
lor, who had believed that the 
Catholic bishops of England and 
Wales were solidly on his side. 
The Bill would put an end to 
'•quickie" divorces; end the 
concepi of fault and introduce 
mediation where possible to re- 
place lawyers. Opponents in tbe 
Lords want a minimum period 
of 18 months or two years. 

In an article in today’s Thbkt, 
the Catholic news magazine, tbe 
Cardinal says: “I do myself 
wonder whether a period as 
short asayear is sufficient to es* 
tabtish that a marriage has ir- 
retrievably broken down." 

He adds that marriage coun- 
selling is an “essential" ele- 
ment which needs to be added 
to the BQ1 as it stands. 

Lengthening the year's wait- 
ing penod is tbe one area where 
the Lord Chancellor might 
make a concession to the Bill's 
opponents in a bid to persuade 
them to tone down their ob- 
jections to other provisions. 


The m ai ns tream efamefaes in tins 
country had all given their sup- 
port to the BiB as the lea& waist 
way of dealing with the issue. 
The growing campaign mount- 
ed by political and religious con- 
servatives has. however, put 
foe Cardinal under pressure in 
recent months. 

Today’s article is an attempt 
to accommodate critics of the 
compromise, without threat- 
ening tbe essence of the BflL 
One source in the Catholic 
churh described it as “walking 
a tightrope". 

In his article, the Cardinal 
carefully does not take issue 
with the abolition of tbe concept 
of fault, which has been the cen- 
tral issue for many opponents 
of foe Bill. 

He quotes the measured 
statement of foe Catholic Bish- 
ops’ Conference in November: 
“we are not persuaded that ex- 
cluding fault* in foe proposed 
legislation effectively alters tbe 
reality that divorce has become 
available on demand. 

“In civil law, marriage is al- 
ready a temporary contract 
which can be broken by the uni- 
lateral derision of one partner 
sustained over a period of time. 

“The Church’s teaching is 
that a valid manriage contract 
cannot be broken. 

“Rom a legal point of view, 
it is difficult to see what more 
objective proof of marital 
breakdown there could be than 
the sustained determination of 
one or both partners to end it." 


Tuesday after- a femme juror 


Arms report 

John Major and George 




tor who is heading foe interna- 
tional commission on. arms 
decommissioning by Northern 
Ireland paramilitaries, metal 
Downing Street for what a 
spokesman called a*'slocfctafc- 
ing” exercise. The t hre e -man 
body wiH finalise itsrepqstfbr 


London, Dublin and Belfast ' 

NHS undermined 

Cutbacks m the National Bed* 
Service which t prompt people to. 
buy private health insurance 

are eroding support for the 
NHS and the concept of uni- 
versal care, a Teport published 
by foe fttsrfrnte of Fiscal Stud- 
ies says. It says tbe prwaiefy in- 
sured tend to be better-off, 
better educated, middle-aged, - 
and more inefined to support the ; 
Tories. They do not favour in- 
creased spending on the NHS. 

Threat to RDyaJ trtles 

Wayward Royals should be 
stripped of then titles. Sir David 
Steel, former liberal leader 
and a member of foe Privy 
CoudcD, said as tbe Duchess of 
York left for a charity event in 
foe United States trading exit- - 
icism about defcte of upToOro. 
There is growing concern at ' 
Westminster over tiie behaviour 
of members of the Royal Fam- 
ily undermining support for 
foe mqpait ^y . Sr^ptwid hint- 
ed that tfre Princess of Whies- ' 
could lose her titiea&part of a 
divorce seitiemeni from foe- 
Prince of Wiles widely expect- 
ed to beannoaneed shortly. 

Over-fast footwork 

MPs and motoring organisa- • 
tioos condemned a decision by 
magistrates in Teffordriot to tfc- 
qualify footballer Chris Arro- 
strong for speeding. Armstrong, 
24, striker for Tottenham Hot . 
Spurs and an English squad 
player, was docked at 104mph 
on foe M54 in Shropshire after 
foe north London team played 
at Chester last October. He was 
fined £500 and given six penal- 
ty points. ‘ 

Cruelty ban ' 

A former farm worker was fined 
£250 banned from working with 
cattle for five years for wilfully. 
and unreasonably cauang tun 
necessary suffering to % cows 

ai farm near York. Magistrates 
in Easingwofd, North York- 
shire, were told Michael Orir- 
tock, 47, broke the cows’ tails 
when he lost his temper and bent 

them into a U-foape to farce tbe - 
animats into milking Stalls.' 
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Scientists admit error on first Aids case 



Mystery death: David Carr 
pictured as a boy 


LIZ HUNT 

Health Editor 

Claims that the world's first Aids 
case was a sailor from Man- 
chester who died in 1959 were 
wrong, two of foe scientists 
who did the original research 
have admitted. 

The scientists say the mistake 
arose because (issue samples 
from the patient probably be- 
came contaminated with a mod- 
ern strain of HTV Doubts over 
the validity of the claim were 
first revealed in foe Independeru 
Iasi year. 

Subsequent tests show that 
David Carr, a 25-year-old who 
died of a mysterious illness in 


Manchester Royal Infirmary, 
was not infected with the virus. 

In a letter published in to- 
morrow's issue of The Lancet , 
two of the scientists, Andrew 
Bailey and Gerald Corbitt 
admit u ... we can find no evi- 
dence ... to suggest that foe 
1959 Manchefler patient carried 

[mr 

It was another letter signed 
by Dr George Williams, a 
pathologist at Manchester Uni- 
versity, Mr Corbitt and Mr 
Bailey, published in The Lancer 
in 1990 which brought world- 
wide attention and acclaim. It 
challenged the accepted view 
that Aids, reported first in 1981, 
was a newly-emerging disease. 


Dr Williams, who had carried 
our the post-mortem on Mr 
Carr in 1959, retrieved samples 
of Mr Carr's tissue which had 
been is storage for more than 
30 years, for detailed analysis by 
colleagues at the University. Dr 
Williams had remembered foe 
case because it was so unusual; 
Mr Can had suffered from 
infections common in Aids 
patients. 

In 1994, however, leading 
American Aids scientists ques- 
tioned foe validity of foe re- 
search carried out by the team. 
They had studied the genetic 
make-up of foe Carr virus and 
were astonished to find that ii 
was identical to HIV strains cir- 


culating in the 1980s. HIV 
mutates way rapkQy and experts 
expected foe Carr virus to be 
very different from modern 
strains. 

The American team per- ' 
formed more tests and later sug- 
gested that tissue samples from 
Cazr used in foe original re- 
search may have been mixed op 
with those of another man who 
died in foe 1980s. This bas al-; 
ways been stienuoasty denied by 
foe Manchester scientists. - 

In then; most recent Lancet 
letter, Mr Bailey and Mr Cor- 
bitt said that experiments by an 
independentteam whjdi would 
have settled this matter were in- 
conclusive. - 
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Doctors’ hunch brings meningitis hope 



JOHN ARUDGE 

Scotland Correspondent 

Doctors in Glasgow have made 
an important breakthrough in 
treating the most severe form 
of meningitis which ran kail a 
patient in Just a few hours. 

Paediatricians at Yorkhifl 
NHS Thist, Britain’s second 
largest children's hospital, say 
that experimental treatment 
carried out on four patients who 
contracted meningococcal sep- 
ticaemia shows that early dial- 
ysis - blood deansing - can help 
to kOJ the infection. They are 
urging other doctors to try the 
method to treat this compara- 
tively rare form of the disease. 

The four children- three girta 

and a boy aged between two and 
32 - were dose to death when 
they were admitted to the in- 
tensive care unit at Yorkhfll last 
year. Doctors, alarmed by the 
speed at which the meningo- 
coccal infection had spread 
through their bodies, decided to 
administer dialysis immediately 
rather than waiting for signs of 
kidney failure. 

Despite this early treatment, 
consultants expected at least 
three of the four to die within 
days. They were astonished 
when one by one the children 
began to recover. Although 
three had limbs and toes am- 
putated when the poisoned 
blood in their legs dotted, all 
four have now been discharged 
and are back at home. 

The development came too 
late to save 17-year-old Alison 
Krunic, who died of meningo- 
coccal septicaemia in London 
on Tuesday. Yesterday her par- 
ents said they will sue the hos- 
pital which allegedly failed to 
recognise their daughter’s 
symptoms. Ms Krunic died at 
Ealing Hospital, west London, 



Alison Krunic: Parents to 
sue over her death 


after a doctor allegedly said she 
was suffering from a bad cold 
and gave her a painkilling 
injection. 

Ms Kmnic's parents took 
her home by car despite her be- 
ing unable to walk and being 
violently sick. Within 90 min- 
utes, she was unconscious and 
fighting for her life. The family 
called for an ambulance but 
one-and-a-balf hours later she 
was dead. 

The Scottish paediatric in- 
tensive-care team, led by Dr 
Crispin Best, was aware that 
dialysis helped patients in the 
later stages of the dise as e, “We 
wanted to see what would hap- 
pen if we tried it sooner,” Dr 
Best said yesterday. “We had a 
hunch it might work." 

Dr Best said he was sur- 
prised at the success of the treat- 
ment. “This form of meningitis 
is the bacterial equivalent ofbe- 
ing run over by a speeding 
truck. It is a vile, deadly di sease 
and there was great relief when 
the children’s conditions began 
to improve.” It was too early to 
claim that the discovery would 
lead to a cure, Dr Best said, but 
“our clinical impression is that 
the early use of [dialysis] is 
potentially life- saving.” 
Doctors and researchers at 
the hospital, who publish their 
findings in today's edition of 7 he 
Lancet , admit they do not know 
how the dialysis treatment 
works - only that it does. One 
theory is that filtering a patient’s 
blood removes the toxins pro- 
duced by the infection making 
it easier for the body’s immun e 
system to recover and kil] the 
infection itself. 

Dr Best and his colleagues 
are calling on doctors around 
Britain to “try out” the tech- 
nique as part of a nationwide 
survey to determine its effec- 
tiveness. Medical staff at the 
County Hospital in Lincoln 
have already begun to use the 
methods pioneered in Glas- 
gow. “We are confident we are 
on to something but we need 
more information - a structured 
trial - before we can be sure.” 
At Yockhill yesterday Ellen 
Curran, the mother of three- 
year-old Jonathan who under- 
went the pioneering treatment, 
praised the doctors' derision to 
opt for early dialysis. Jonathan 
was given just six hours to live 
when he was admitted 
“There is no doubt in my 
mind that this treatment saved 
my son’s life. He is back to his 
old self again - bright, cheeky 
and as far as I am concerned 
quite brilliant.” 



‘Quite brilliant*: Ellen Curran hugs her son Jonathan, 3, who was given six hours to live before the dialysis treatment Photograph: Drew Farrell 

The simple facts on a deadly virus 


UZ HUNT 

Health Editor 

What is meningitis? 

The word meningitis means in- 
flammation of the meninges, the 
delicate membranes that cover 
the brain and spinal cord. It is 
caused by a viral infection, usu- 
ally mild, or a bacterial (menin- 
gococcal) infeetkm which can be 
fife-threatening. 

A bacterium which lives 
harmlessly in the nose and 
throat of about 10 to 25 percent 
of the population is responsi- 
ble for most cases of meningo- 
coccal meningitis. Doctors do 
not know why the microbes 
move from the nose/throai to . 


cause a systemic infection in car- 
riers, or why non-carriers 
should become vulnerable. 

Have there been more cas- 
es this winter than in previ- 
ous winters? 

Not according to the Public 
Health Laboratory Service 
which monitors reports of bac- 
terial meningitis. However, cas- 
es may have peaked earlier 
than nonnal. A number of clus- 
ters of cases in the pre-Christ- 
mas period, heightened 
perception of a meningitis epi- 
demic. GPs are also much more 
aware of meningitis now and in- 
clined to refer suspected cases 
to hospital as a precaution. 


Some of these will not be due 
to meningitis. Provisional figures 
for 1995 show there were 1361 
cases of meningococcal disease 
and 18S deaths. In 1994. there 
were 1129 cases reported and 
148 deaths (provisional). 

What treat me nts are avail- 
able for meningitis? 

Treatment for meningococcal 
meningitis is the prompt ad- 
ministration of large doses of in- 
travenous antibiotic drugs. 
Antibiotics may also be pre- 
scribed to contacts of a menin- 
gitis victim although there is no 
guarantee of protection. 

Vaccine development is prob- 
lematic but some progress has 


been made. A vaccine against 
the bacterium hamophms in- 
fluenzae b, has controlled one 
type of bacteria] meningitis and 
it is now included in the NHS 
immunisation programme.Re- 
searchers are dose to develop- 
ing a vaccine for meningococcal 
strain G An experimental C vac- 
cine is available and has been 
used this year. 

How is the infection trans- 
mitted? 

In droplets produced in coughs 
and sneezes, and by nose-blow- 
ing. 

How infectious is it? 

Not very infectious, which is why 


on average only 2,000 people 
out of the total UK population 
contract the disease each year. 

What are the symptoms? 

The classic symptoms of bacte- 
rial meningitis are fever, a se- 
vere headache, nausea, 
vomiting, a dislike of light and 
a stiff neck. The symptoms de- 
velop rapidly, in many cases 
within a few hours, and are fol- 
lowed by drowsiness and there 
may be loss of conscious. A red 
rash which spreads very quick- 
ly and is due to leaking capil- 
laries appears in about half of 
all cases. 

□ The National Meningitis Trust 
Helpline is 0345 538118. 
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news 

Masari 
launches 
fresh 
attack on 
Saudis 

MICHAEL SHERIDAN 

Diplomatic Editor 

The Saudi dissident . Mo- 
hammed al -Masari, brought his 
propaganda campaign to the 
heart of the City yesterday, 
convening a press conference at 
the London Chamber of Com- 
merce to predict an economic 
crisis in the Arab kingdom. 

Reporters were handed a 
critical survey of the Saudi 
economy written by academics 
from the School of Oriental and 
African Studies (SOAS). 

Mr Masari ’s performance in 
the City will constitute a new 
embarrassment to the Govern- 
ment, which is trying to get him 
out of Britain because ministers 
fear his activities will enrage the 
Saudi royal family and put lu- 
crative arms contracts at risk. 
Mr Masari is appealing against 
a decision by the Home Secre- 
tary to send him to the 
Caribbean island of Dominica. 

“I believe this appeal wiU take 
several weeks at least,” a cheer- 
ful Mr Masari said. “My lawyers 
tell me the Home Office have 
not even instructed their bar- 
risters veL Then of course we 
can take the matter to a judicial 
review, which can take many 
months. Meanwhile, we are 
here." 

Mr Masari, who wants to see 
a pure Islamic state in Saudi 
Arabia, said he had been ad- 
vised by Special Branch officers 
to adopt a low profile “in the in- 
terests of ray own safety”. But 
he had decided that the work of 
his Committee for the Defence 
of Legitimate Rights (CDLR) 
should continue. 

The CDLR’s latest project, 
unveiled yesterday, is a 41-page 
stuefy entitled The Financial 
State of the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia. Its author, Latif Wahid 
of SOAS, is a specialist in the 
international ofl market. 

Mr Wahid predicted a sharp 
increase in Saudi Arabia’s bud- 
get deficit and current account 
deficit He said weaker oil prices 
and fluctuations in market sup- 
ply and demand indicated that 
the kingdom would face an eco- 
nomic crisis, worsened by ex- 
penditure on arms from Britain 
and other Western powers. 


Super-skilled male secretary 
loses agency sex bias claim 


A highly skilled male typist 
yesterday lost his fight to prove 
a secretarial agency would not 
find him a job because he was 
a man. 

Alan Robinson, 30, claimed 
the national agency Office An- 
gels sexually discriminated 
against him by failing to contact 
him after an interview at its 
Leeds office, despite a shortage 
of qualified typists in the city. 

Mr Robinson, whose action 
was supported by the Equal Op- 
portunities Commission, also 
claimed he was refused a typ- 
ing test al the interview 
because he was a man. 

Office Angels staff told the 
Leeds tribunal that it was stan- 
dard procedure not to give ap- 


plicants for a permanent post a 
typing test. And they insisted 
that Mr Robinson was sent 
three letters after his interview 
in July last year - one of them 
a standard introductory letter, 
and tiro about a job at Midland 
Bank.- Mr Robinson, of Rein- 
wood Road, Huddersfield, said 
be did not receive the letters. 

The tribunal’s chairman, 
Leslie Gould, told the hearing 
that the application was dis- 
missed because Office Angels 
had given a “satisfactory ex- 
planation ofwfaatoccurredr. He 
added: “Due to the differences 
between what he said in his orig- 
inal application and the evi- 
dence we have heard, we have 
inferred that his recollection to- 


day is not accurate." Discrep- 
ancies included whether Mr 
Robinson said be was also avail- 
able for temporary work, and 
whether he actually demanded 
a typing test or just asked if be 
was going to be given one. 

Mr Robinson claimed dial on 
the afternoon of his interview 
three women were given typing 
tests. But the banister for Of- 
fice Angels, Thomas Linden, 
said the women were applying 
for temporary jobs and it was 
procedure to give them a test 
Another male temp was inter- 
viewed and tested on the day 
and was eventually offered a 
post by the agency. 

Mr Robinson, unemployed, 
had RSA typing qualifications 


inrhtrfing a distinction in one 
exam. However, he failed to in- 
clude the qualifications on his 
Office Angels application form. 

Mr Linden said: “It's quite ex- 
traordinary that Mr Robinson 
did not say that he had out- 
standing qualifications.” But 
Mr Robinson’s solicitor Martin 
Brewer said: “The reason he 
wasn’t offered any job was be- 
cause he was a man and he did 
not fit in with their stereotype 
view of what a secretary ought 
to have been." 

After the verdict Mr Robin- 
son said: “Obviously I feel dis- 
appointed but having said that, 
I feel it's brought the issue of 
equality for male typists to the 
forefront. I have achieved that.” 


Sting in call to 
legalise ecstasy 


STEVE BOGGAN 

Sting, the pop star and some- 
time environmentalist, was 
at the centre of a row yesterday 
after calling for the dance drug 
ecstasy to be legalised. 

Sting, 44, who admitted tak- 
ing ecstasy, was speaking in an 
interview in London with a 
Swedish newspaper. Asked 
whether ecstasy should be le- 
galised, be said: “Absolutely, yes. 
Then we can make sure what we 
take is safe and that it is ecsta- 
sy. If we leave it to the crimi- 
nals, they can put anything they 
want into the pilL 

“In England, millions of ec- 
stasy pills are consumed every 
week. Three or four have died 
in God knows how many years. 
Teenagers notice the statistics. 
They are prepared to take the 
risks.” He said he tad taken the 
drug and found it “interesting”. 

Sting also said: “1 have every 
sympathy for the Bens family 
and their position and it's a 
tragedy that she died. But Leah 
Betts was killed by water - she 
drank too much or too little — 
and that’s an educational issue.” 

Janet Betts, the mother of 
L e a h, who died after taking an 
ecstasy pill at her lSth birthday 



Sting: Drug is ‘interesting' 


party, said: “Leah didn't die 
from excess liquid. The cause of 
death on the certificate says ec- 
stasy poisoning.” 

Dr Marcus Rattrav, lecturer 
in biochemistry at CSuy’s Hos- 
pital, London^ said the pop 
star’s call for testing was point- 
less. “Research has shown that 
the adulteration of dru^ has not 
been a factor in any of the 
deaths." 

Keith HellawelL Chief Con- 
stable of West Yorkshire, said: 
“Sting seems to be under the 
mka pprehenskmthatecaasvm 
an unadulterated farm is safe. 
This is dearly not the case.” 


Ports alert for 


crash 


Channel ports were alerted to 
look ont for a lorry driver last 
night as police investigated the 
death of a teenage cyclist in 
Rent 

Fifteen-year-old Amy Durl- 
ing, from GreenhiH, near Herne 
Bay in Kent, was on her paper- 
round when the incident oc- 
curred, at about 730am 
yesterday, on the London- 
bound carriageway of the busy 
A299 Thanet Wayat GreenhiH 

The driver stopped to remove 
the bicyde wreckage from his 
vehicle before driving off. 

Kent FWice officers, Hying to 
trace the driver of what wit- 
nesses said was a foreign-reg- 
istered lony, gme its description 

tnpnrt nffim>k at Raire^ne and 

Dover. 

One theory is that the lorry, 
travelling in ’convoy with an- 
other. may have arrived on an 
early morning ferry from the 
Comment 

“We lave'been in contact with 
the ports and also local trans- 
port companies and given them 
a description of the vehicle we 
are looking far. So far we have 
not bees ahk to trace the lor- 
ry or the driver. 

" “'Rxaoncfe'wewi&betssumg 


driver 


leaflets to freight drivers at 
Ramsgate and Dover and we 
will also be stopping drivers at 
a check point at the accident 
scene at the same time.” 

The two vehicles are de- 
scribed as having yellow tractor 
units and blue trailers with blue 
canvas tops with either yellow 
or white writing on them. 

Amy, a pupil at Heme Bay 
High School, had completed her 
mock-GCSE exams last week 
and tad ambitions of becoming 
a nurse. Her body was identi- 
fied by her parents. 

Danny O’Donovan, head 
teacher at Heme Bay High 
School, where she was a "prefect, 
said his pupils and staff were in 
shock “1 have called in educa- 
tional psychologists and coun- 
sellors to help me break the 
news to the school and they wfl] 
be on hand over the next few 
days. We will especially be 
keeping a close eye on those 
who were dose to Amy.” 

Mr O’Donovan said Amy 
“was a credit in every way. She 
was one of those girls for whom 
nothing was too much trouble 
and she was always willing to 
help with school events.” 
Police have raged witnesses 
to call 01227 817145. 


INQUIRY INTO 
LEGISLATION 
AGAINST 
TERRORISM. 


The Government has announced that it is setting 
up an independent inquiry to look into the future need 
for counter terrorism legislation once peace has 
become established in Northern Ireland. 

The Inquiry will consider what legislation will be 
needed to deal with the longer term threat from all 
kinds of terrorism. 

The Inquiry is to be carried out by the Rt. Hon. Lord 
Uoyd of Berwick. He will be assisted by Sir Brian Kerr, 
a Northern Ireland High Court Judge, who will advise on 
Northern Ireland matters. Lord Uoyd will be consulting 
widely and he would like to receive comments and 
contributions from the public. 


if vou have anv views relatin g to the law a g ainst 
terrorism which vou would like Lord Uovd to consider , 
please write to him at PO Box 9998. London SW1H 9ZB, 
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Kidney patient given cancerous transplant 


JOJO MOVES 

A long-term kidney sufferer 
went into hospital for a trans- 
plant expecting a new lease of 
life but emerged to find himself 
facing a prolonged battle 
. against cancer, a court was told 
yesterday. 

In a High Court damages ac- 
tion, a judge yesterday de- 
nounced hospital “blunders” 


which nearly cost Peter Sumner 
his life when a doctor failed to 
tell him that a cancerous kidney 
had been mistakenly trans- 
planted into bis body during the 
operation 10 years "ago. 

The Royal Sussex County 
Hospital, Brighton, conceded 
that it was wrong for deciding 
not to remove the kidney, or leU 
Mr Sumner, 51, of the risk, de- 
spite discovering that it had 


come from a dead woman who 
had cancer. 

The cancer subsequently 
spread through Mr Sumner’s 
body. Bui Mr Justice Collins 
ruled the hospital was not neg- 
ligent in failing to diagnose the 
kidney as cancerous, because of 
the speed at which transplants 
had to be done. 

Mr Sumner, from Haywards 
Heath, West Sussex, had suf- 


Bypass activists and 
the baronet’s wife 



Social interface: Lady Barber on the Newbury frontline 


DANNY PENMAN 

Amid, the mud and trees of 
Ber kshir e yesterday the middle 
classes stood shoulder-to-shoul- 
derwith protesters in the cam- 
paign to block work on the 
Newbury bypass. 

As hardened environmental 
activists hung from trees to 
prevent clearance work, a veiy 
different group of people stood 
below, among them Lady Bar- 
ber, disgruntled Tory voter and 
wife of the baronet. Sir David 
Barber. 

She has been campaigning 
against the road for Lhe last 
eighteen months. “I’m a Con- 
servative voter and I’m in a bit 
of a dile mma at the moment,*’ 
she said. Lady Barber is the 
chairwoman of Lhe Tbry party 
association in the nearby village 
of Inkpen and is implacably op- 
posed to the road. 

“I know Fm behaving like 
one of Arthur ScargUI’s miners 
but I’ve never done anything 
like this before,” she said. 

A keen hunter. Lady Barber, 
would normally find herself 
confronting many of the activists 
but now she finds herself on the 
same side. Their radicalism has 
even begun to rub off on her. 

“Tm now a bit more radical 
and its dominating my life at the 
moment. There's a dichotomy 
in my life. Should I cany on 
campaigning or come back and 
be a housewife? It's a question 
I cannot answer,” she said. 

Jo Carter, a former Tbry vot- 
er who was also out with the 


protesters, says she has lost 
faith in the political system. 

“You do not have the ability 
to challenge the decisions of the 
Secretary of State and anybody 
who wishes to uphold this de- 
mocratic system must be aware 
of thaL 

“We are low in confidence in 
the procedures but gaining con- 
viction that we should do some- 
thing about it. Constitutionally 
we’ve done as much as we can 
and this is the sort of thing that 
leads to more action groups. 

“As far as direct action is con- 
cerned a lot of people like my- 
self identify with the people 
involved. We have children and 
grandchildren at university with 
the same philosophy as the ac- 
tivists,” she said. 

Ms Carter, 49, who runs an 
electronics company and a 
small farm, has taken to giving 
the protesters food, money and 
also moral support 

Also adding support was Pe- 
ter Yarrow, owner of a local 
newsagents chain, and his wife 
Tfessa, who live on the town’s 
outskirts. 

Mr Yarrow said the road 
was not supported by the whole 
town as many felt it would lead 
to Newbury becoming “as big as 
Basingstoke” and would attract 
social problems such as unem- 
ployment. 

The protesters were quick to 
welcome their unlikely allies. 

Tony Hooligan, one of the 
protest co-ordinators, said; 
"Nobody asks your political 
views, we’ve all got the same 


Photograph: David Crump 

aim. If s pointless to put people 
into categories, most people are 
individuals. Everybody’ is just 
concerned about what's hap- 
pening.” 

On Day 10 since construction 
of the road began, the battle had 
moved to Pen Wood, south 
west of the Berkshire town, 
where contractors attempted to 
continue tree-cutting. 

Three people were arrested 
as about 60 protesters were 
outmanoeuvred by some 200 
police and security guards al- 
lowing workers to cut down 
about 70 silver birches. 

Meanwhile, the chief execu- 
tives of the environmental es- 
tablishment, including the 
Royal Society for the Protection 
of Birds, the Wildlife Trusts and 
the Council for British Ar- 
chaeology. joined forces with 
Greenpeace and Friends of the 
Earth yesterday to support the 
activists opposing the road. 

The growing opposition to 
the road has also begun to 
worry the construction compa- 
nies currently tendering to build 
the road. Only the route clear- 
ance contract has been award- 
ed with the main contract to be 
awarded in six weeks. 

Road construction costs have 
increased by 30 per cent in the 
last year and they are con- 
cerned that this may force the 
Government to scrap the pro- \ 
ject. The spiralling security 
costs plus the escalating “risk 
premium” may also encourage ! 
the Government to cancel the i 
road. ! 
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fered kidney problems since 
his twenties, eventually under- 
going a transplant in Junel986, 
his counsel Mr Michael Parroy 
QC, told the court. 

But after the consultant, who 
is now dead, chose not to tell Mr 
Sumner of the cancer risk or re- 
move the organ, the cancer 
spread and he was left with 
little chance of survival. 

The judge said staff at the 


hospital “could not really have 
made greater blunders in the 
way they treated him once they 
realised that they had put in a 
potentially cancerous kidney”. 

After believing for months 
that he was dying, Mr Sumner, 
against all expectations, went 
into remission. But Mr Parroy 
said the effect of the combina- 
tion of dialysis and radiotherapy 
was to “totally wear down and 


demoralise” him. “His close 
family had a bad histoiy of 
early death from cancer ana the 
diagnosis was to him a death 
sentence,” he said. 

Mr Sumner remained on 
dialysis and under observation 
until June 1990 when he under- 
went a second transplant. 

He is now claiming substan- 
tial damages from the hospital’s 
manager, the former Brighton 


Health Authority, which con- 
ceded that he should have been 
warned earlier of the risk that 
the kidney was cancerous. 

“There was a total failure to 
carry out any proper checks on 
him . . . when he had that kid- 
ney inside him,” Mr Parroy 
said. 

He described Mr Sumner as 
a “stoical” man who had home 
his near-fatal illness with great 


fortitude, but he had been 
“psychologically scarred”. 

Mr Sumner said afterwards: 
“After 10 years, obviously I’m 
very relieved.” Mr Justice 
Collins is expected to assess the 
amount of damages due to him 
next week. 

A spokeswoman for Brighton 
Health Care NHS Trust said “a 
great deal had changed” since 
the case. 
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River crossing: Environmentalists at the River Lamboum, near Newbury, where the bypass will cut through 
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CAREFULLY 
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YOUR HOME. 


At Abbev National we’ve a choice of mortgages you’ll really feel at home with. 
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• Fixed rates from 5.99% 6-2% APR until 31st January 1998. 
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a A Cashback mortgage of up to £6,000. 
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are even better. 

To discuss which option is right for you, why not talk to one of our experienced 
mortgage advisors. Simply contact your local branch or call us free on 0800 100 800, 
Monday to Friday 8.00am to 9.00pm or Saturday 8.00am to 4.00pm, quoting 
reference A36SC. 
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WENDY BERLINER 
Education Correspondent 

English children ai the end of 
primary school are up to two 
years behind their Swiss coun- 
terparts in maths even though 
they have been in school for 
about IS months Jess, accord- 
ing to research published today. 

Swiss children spend more 
time on arithmetic, particular- 
ly mental arithmetic, and more 
tone practising what they leant, 
the paper from the National In- 
stitute of Economic and Social 
Research says. 

English children spend more 
time working alone and have to 
tackle more difficult math- 
ematical concepts before they 
are confident in the simpler 
ones. 

The study looked at how 
eight- and nine year-olds were 
taught maths in England. 
Switzerland and Germany, 
where maths reaching has been 
intensively researched. 

On the Continent two-thirds 
of the lesson would be given to 
the whole dass, with children ex- 
pected to answer lots of ques- 
tions and write answers on the 
blackboard or an overhead pro- 
jector. In contrast. English 
schools relied mainly on indi- 
vidual work books with children 
getting a minute or two from the 
teacher as he or she moved 
around the class to attend to 
children individually. 

Four-fifths of the time was 
spent on arithmetic on the Con- 
tinent, whereas in England the 
national curriculum specified 
numbers as only one of four 
maths attainment targets. 

Swiss and German children 
spend longer on each maths top- 
ic before moving on to the 
next. Typical continental text- 
books Have six times as many ex- 
ercises per topic as English 
textbooks. Progression of top- 
ics is also more carefully grad- 
ed than in English textbooks 
where more difficult concepts 
are introduced before it is as- 
sumed the children have mas- 
tered the simpler ones. 


The study was funded fay the 
Gaisby Foundation, one of the 
Sainsbury charities, which is 
now funding a trial introduction 
of continental maths teaching 
methods into six primary 
schools in Barking and Dagen- 
ham, Essex. Early indications 
fro m the year-old scheme sug- 
gest the number of pupils per- 
forming poorly in maths is 
beginning to decline. Heads 
and class teachers were taken 
to watch maths lessons in Swiss 
and German schools before in- 
troducing the techniques in 
their own classrooms. 

Graham Last, senior schools 
inspector for Barking and Da- 
genham, said year groups on the 
Continent had minimum stan- 
dards they were expected to 
achieve in maths ana teachers 
gave this their very highest pri- 
ority. “Our national curriculum, 
in contrast does not tell you 
what children should achieve by 
the end of each year group.” 

The authority has now pro- 
duced detailed lesson notes 
and bought overhead projectors 
for the primary schools taking 
part in the project so that 
teachers can use the continen- 
tal style of whole-class teaching. 

He said: ■‘Children don’t get 
left behind. If, at the end or the 
oral session, there are four or 
five children who don't under- 
stand what is being taught the 
teacher can work with them." 

David BJunken. Labour's ed- 
ucation spokesman, hopes the 
stud>' will be examined by gov- 
ernment curriculum advisers. 
"There is a worrying and widen- 
ing gap in performance in 
maths between our children 
and those in other European 
countries. This huge gap sug- 
gests that we must learn from 
the way in which the subject is 
taught in countries such as 
Switzerland and Germany if 
we are to raise standards." 

□ Laying the Foundations of Nu- 
meracy.a comparison of prima- 
ry school textbooks in Britain, 
Germany and Switzerland, by 
Helvia Bierhoff. National In- 
stitute Discussion Paper 90. 








On the front line: A nurse comforting a patient at the South Western psychiatric hospital in London 
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Psychiatric ward close to despair 


Sapna Gupta, a junior doctor in 
only her second psychiatric job, 
punches the telephone in grow- 
ing desperation. “Have you got 
a bed?" she says. “Any type of 
bed? No . .. No. I’ve tried there, 
they've got no beds either.’* 

Her anxiety is over the fate 
of a young, well-built man wait- 
ing in her ward. Originally de- 
tained under the Mental Health 
Act as a risk to himself or oth- 
ers, he absconded from the 
hospital shortly after Christmas. 

The police live just found him 
miles away in south London. He 
is so disturbed that no one 
doubts he needs now to be on a 
locked ward. But the hospital s 
own five-bedded locked ward is 
full. Dr Gupta keeps punching 
the buttons. 

Suddenly there is an explo- 
sion. The man is off, out of the 
ward door, bounding down the 
stairs to an access door which 
locks magnetically to keep tin- 


The mental health service was in crisis two years ago. Since 
then, things have got worse. Nicholas Timmins reports 


wanted visitors out He simply 
buisls through it busline the 
hinges, pursued by two of the 
ward's four nurses, neither of 
whom is a match for him 
physically. 

A chase ensues. Dr Gupta 
keeps phoning. Five minutes lat- 
er. downcasLlhe nurses return. 
“We cornered him in a corri- 
dor." one says, “but he just came 
at us swinging and wxts away." 

The next phone call will' be 
to the police. There is nothing 
more the hospital can do except 
tell its community teams that the 
patient is again on the streets. 
No one can be sure quite how 
much of a risk he is to himself 
or others. He was not in long 
enough to be assessed. 

Dr Gupia, 27. is at the nurs- 
es’ station on Nelson ward in 


Lambeth's South Western psy- 
chiatric hospitaL The tension m 
her voice is palpable. So is the 
atmosphere on the ward, taut 
like a violin string about to snap. 

A woman is weeping, un- 
controllably. great rivers of 
tears pouring down her cheeks. 
A man laughs, hyena-like, when 
anyone looks at him. 

There are 19 beds on this 
ward. But it is currently re- 
sponsible for 27 patients.' The 
others are out “on leave" - tri- 
al periods of a day or two back 
in the community! They may do 
well Or they may break down. 
It is better they do wtt. Their 
beds are filled. And there is a 
waiting list of six patients whom 
the community psychiatric teams 
would like admitted. 

This is a service that across 


Britan's inner cities is “in criss”. 
Dr David Roy, medical director 
of the NHS trust in Lambeth, 
says - 2 verdict the Mental 
Health .Ad Commission: first de- 
livered two years ago and re- 
peated l 2 st month, warning that 
if anything, things have got 
worse. 

The court diversion scheme, 
aimed at getting mentally 01 of- 
fenders into hospital not prison, 
has filled the secure beds to the 
point where Dr Roys service now 
has 25 local patients in private se- 
cure hospitals around England, 
Scotland and Stales, at a cost to 
the unit £80.000 per place per 
year. Meanwhile, mental illness 
in the high unemployment, so- 
cially deprived inner does has 
continued to rise. 

Consultant psychiatrists are 
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National Westminster Bank 
announces that 
with effect from 
18 January 1996 
its Base Rate 
is reduced from 
6.5% to 6.25% per annum. 
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leaving the inner city because of 
stress. Dr Roy’s service has Jost 
two in the past two years and 
been able to attract only one - 
a locum, who will move on. • 

Dr Roy’s solution is not more 
acute beds, but action to take 
pressure off the top and bottom 
of the system. More secure 
beds to handle the mentally dis- 
ordered offenders and provide 
immediate access to those 
needing medium secure care. 
More 24-hour staff homes, 
respite and emergency services 
out in the community 1 which cost 
less than an acute hospital place 
and are better for patients. 

At South Western itself, 
some help is on hand. Next 
month a high-quality £2Qm de- 
velopment opens, with seven ex- 
tra locked beds. But with 25 
patients out in the private sec- 
tor. it does not take a genius to 
work out that Dr Roy’s prob- 
lems will be eased, not solved. 
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let She accused the critics of 
distribution of Jotter? money of 
patronising the pnbite^ , 

"I was the fourth daughter of 
a travelling salesman in 
wuriring-dassDeiby, my parents 
had never seen a ballet before 
they saw me dancing one,** she 
said. “We’re demeaning people 
by telling them they cannot be 
touched by great art." 

She was supported by Lord 
Gowrie, who said opera was oof 
etitist The popularity of artists 
such as Pavarotti, he said, 
matched that of Mick Jagger. 

Despite the recent attacks 
against him. Mr Isaacs was 
ebullient when bis side won the 
debate last night by 122 votes 
to 47. He compared Britain’s 
public spending on the arts to 
France, which be declared the 
cultural capital of Europe. 

“We’re never going to get 
quite up there, but we. can . 
make sure the rain doesn’t 
come through the Royal Opera 
Hoose roof as ft does today,” Mr 
Isaacs said. ■’ - 


ITC hits back at 
Channel 5 critics 


MARIANNE MACDONALD 

Media Correspondent 

The Independent Television 
Commission yesterday denied 
acting unlawfully in allowing 
Chancel 5 Broadcasting to pro- 
vide extra financial info rmation 

about its licence bid after the 
deadline. 

Its defence came on the sec- 
ond day of a High Cburt judi- 
cial review of the ITCs award 
of the Channel 5 licence to C5B 
in October, which the three un- 
successful bidders - Virgin TV, 
UKTV and Rupert Murdoch’s 
New Centuty TV - argue was 
procedural^ improper. 

They daim that C5B was 
unfairly allowed to increase its 
binding for programmes from 
£206m to £306m after the bids 
were submitted in May. 

But Jonathan Sumption QC, 
for the ITC, said itwas common 
sense for the regulator to con- 
sider the most up-to-date fi- 
nancial figures. He also 


attacked the argument that 
C5B had failed to demonstrate 
it had enough funding to cope 
in difficult trading situations. 

Affidavits from Sir George 
Rumell, the TTCdiairman, and 
Peter Rogers, its depuiy chief 
executive, shewed they hadfew 
doubts about the abflfly of the 
consortium to raise more funds. 

The shareholding agreement 
which the C5Bconsortium drew 
up 19 weeks after the deadline 
in response to what has been 
portrayed as a tutorial by the 
ITC on how to improve ftsbul 
application was merely clarifi- 
cation, Mr Sumption churned. 

But the rrCs . advice was 
equivalent to fen examiner cor- 
recting a candidate who had . 
failed to read the questions 
properly. Sir Patrick Neill, tor 
NCTV, earlier told the court 

NCTV argues that it should 
be awarded the licence to start 
next January if the court finds 
ft was unlawfully given to C5B. 

The. case continues today. 


With effect 
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Zoo waits for its 2971b 

baby to take her bow 


— -p 

Trunk call; The new baby Asian elephant at Chester Zoo. She will be shown to the public for the first time tomorrow 


NICHOLAS SCHOON 

Environment Correspondent 

Chester Zoo will reveal its new 
baby elephant to the public 
tomorrow. Born just before 
Christinas after a 636-day preg- 
nancy, she drinks 12 litres a day 
of the powdered milk used for 
human babies, and has put on 
30kg (661b) in just four weeks 
and now weighs 135kg (2971b). 

The Asiatic elephant baby, 
whose name will be chosen by 
viewers of the BBC's Blue Pe- 
ter programme, was shown off 
to the press yesterday. She has 
been rejected by her mother. 
Thi, but is thriving and lively, 
and has been “partially inte- 
grated" with the eight-strong 
herd at Chester. 

“The senior females have 

&he will fiHnwdJ/’ said tite zoo’s 
marketing manager, Chris' Vere. 
Meanwhile keepers are main- 
taining a 24-hour watch, even 
sleeping beside her. 

The baby is only the second 
Photograph: Craig Easton Asiatic elephant to have been 


bom, and to have survived the 
critical first four weeks, in a 
British zoo. The first was also 
bora at Chester; he is now 18 
and still resident. 

There are between 34,000 
and 51.000 of the species left in 
the wild, about one-tentb the 
number of the larger African 
elephant, and the population is 
falling fasL Even Asia's do- 
mesticated elephant popula- 
tion, used for shifting wood 
and other heavy tasks, is dwin- 
dling rapidly in an mcreasmgly 
mechanised world. 

The Asiatic species used to 
roam from Syria to China, but 
today its range only stretches 
from India to Vietnam, with a 
cut-off group of less than 300 in 
Yunnan province, rThina. The 
numbers in Vietnam are 
thought to have fallen by three- 
quarters in 25 years, down to 
between 300 and 400. 

The elephant’s forest habitats 
are disappearing because of 
lo gging and fanning clearances. 
Poachers kali the animal for its 
hides, teeth and ivory. Rising hu- 


man occupation around its 
forests leads to increasing con- 
flict between the animals — 
which trample fields in search of 
crops -and impoverished farm- 
ers. Up to 300 Indians are killed 
by the elephants each year. 

The World Wide Fund for 
Nature (WWF) says the Asiat- 
ic elephant has no.future in the 
wild without a concerted effort 
to preserve its habitats and 
avert conflicts with people. 

There is controversy about 
how useful a role zoos like 
Chester can have in saving the 
species. Mr Vere said that u the 
Asiatic elephant became extinct 
in the wild then it could survive 
in captivity and be reintroduced 
to the wild, provided that a suf- 
ficient area of its forests could 
be maintained or recreated. 

But conservationists doubt 
whether such a large, social an- 
imal could ever make a suc- 
cessful transition from zoo 
enclosures back to nature. A 
spokeswoman for the WWF 
said: “The answer must be to 
protect (heir wild habitat," 


Police tests 
of CS spray 
to go ahead 
in 16 forces 


- JASON BENNETTO 

Crime Correspondent 

CS sprays are to be issued to 
about 2300 police patrol offi- 
cers throughout En glan d and 
Wales in March, it was an- 
nounced yesterday. 

Chief constables have de- 
cided to go ahead with trials of 
the hand-held incapacitates in 
16 forces despite plans for ear- 
lier tests being halted after a po- 
lice instructor was badly injured 
during a demonstration. 

Police chiefs yesterday con- 
ceded that the CS spray was po- 
tentially dangerous. However, 
they believe their officers need 
greater protection from in- 
creasingly violent offenders and 
armed criminals. 

Inals of Lhe CS canisters, 
which are worn on an officer’s 
belt and have a range of up to 
three metres, will last six 
months. If successful all officers 
throughout the country could 
eventually be issued with the de- 
vices. The CS powder is mixed 
with a solvent inside the canis- 
ter and sprayed into a person’s 
face. Tt takes immediate effect 
and causes streaming eyes and 
nose, eyelids spasm, breathing 
difficulties, and in some cases 
blistering to the skin. Officers 
will be trained for a day before 
being given the sprays. 

The trials will take place in 
the Metropolitan Police, and the 
Wesf Midlands, Merseyside, 
Greater Manchester, Avon and 
Somerset, Cambridgeshire, 
Cleveland, Dorset, Durham, 
Dyfed-Powys, Kent, Leicester- 
shire, Northumbria, North 
Yorkshire, West Mercia, and 
West Yorkshire forces. 

They were due to take place 
last year but where halted after 
a Metropolitan Police instruc- 
tor suffered 50 per cent bums 
to his eyes and had to have them 
covered for five days. He has 
warned that the spray is not 
properly tested and coiild cause 
severe injuries to the public. Civ- 
il Hberty groups have repeatedly 
argued "that not enough is 
known about the sprays. 


Tony Burden, Chief Consta- 
ble of Gwent and chairman of 
the Association of Chief Police 
Officers (Acpo) self-defence 
sub-committee, admitted the 
sprays to be pul on trial were the 
same as the one that injured the 
officer, but said the training and 
guidance on aftercare bad been 
improved. He said: ‘‘There’s a 
need to balance concerns about 
health with the threat of vio- 
lence for officers on the street. 
That threat is increasing daily. " 

He added that there was a be- 
lief within the police that the 
balance of power was too far 
tipped in favour of the criminal. 
He emphasised that officers 
would have to exercise discre- 
tion in using CS, and could only 
use “reasonable force”. 

Jim Sharpies, president of 
Acpo and Chief Constable of 
Merseyside, said the sprays 
were not a substitute for 
firearms. “There’s a gap be- 
tween the baton and the firearm 
and this less-than-Ielbal option 
fills that gap.” 

S imilar devices are already in 
use in France, Belgium and 
the Netheriands- 

The Home Office and the 
Police Federation, which rep- 
resents rank-and-file officers, 
yesterday welcomed the an- 
nouncement. David Maclean, 
the Home Office minster, said 
research had established that CS 
did not pose a significant health 
risk. 

■ Chief constables also re- 
vealed that they had agreed on 
the structure of a national po- 

crim^The new bodywlThave 
an operational wrog made up of 
the existing six regional crime 
squads, which wih be headed by 
a national co-ordinator, prob- 
ably a chief constable. A new 
police authority should be es- 
tablished to oversee the unit 
A separate intelligence gath- 
ering whig will be made up of 
the National Criminal Intelli- 
gence Service and a small num- 
ber of MI5 officers. The police 
chiefs want NCIS to be inde- 
pendent from the Home Office. 


DAILY POEM 

Poem for a Man with no Sense of Smell 

By Kate Clanchy 

This is simply to inform you : 

that the thickest line in the kink of my hand 
smells like the feel of an oid school desk, 
the deep carved names worn sleek with sweat; 

that beneath the spray of my expensh-e scent 
my armpits sound a bass note strong 
as the boom of a palm on a kettle drum ; 

• 

! that the wet flush of my fear is sharp 
as the taste of an iron pipe, midwinter, 
on a child's hot urngpe; and that sometimes. 

in a breeze, the delicate hairs on the nape 
of my neck, just where you might bend 
your head, might hesitate and brush your lips. 

ludd a scent frail and precise as afreet 
of tiny origami ships, just setting out to sea. 

Kate Glancin' was bora in Glasgow in 1965 and was edurat- 
ed in Edinburgh and Oxford. She now works as a schoolteacher 
tu* ct.A i nnrinn The recinieitt of a Greerav Award 


Winter sale bargain: 

up to 20% off petrol, 
permanently. 


CAMNAE I a GLi- SPECIFICATION. 
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Colour keyed 
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Immobiliser 
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4 speaker 16V win Side 

radio cassette OHC engine impact beams 

✓ ✓ ✓ 


Compared with other cars in its class, Toyota’s lean-burn Carina E is up to 20% 
more economical. Think about it. For every five gallons you put in. that can be like 
getting an extra gallon free. From only £11,333* however, you’ll find there’s no 
economising on the specification. Just look at the features listed above. This amazing 
ro tpyota offer on the Carina E is open for a strictly unlimited period. But if you’re 
prepared to hurry, better still. Because it’s also one of the fastest cars 
mRRAN7T in its class. For your nearest dealer, and a test drive, call 0800 777 555. 


THE CAR IN FRONT IS A <$> TOYOTA 
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The lean-bum Carina E 1.8 GLi. £I3,959J 
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2 apri a first collection. Slattern (Chano. £6.99), fron 
this poem is taken, was published earlier this month. 
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Lobbying MP is 
cleared of guilt 
under old rules 


r- 










JOHN RENTOUL 

Political Correspondent 

The former Conservative min- 
ister Patrick NichoDs was ycsler- 
day cleared of wrongdoing in 
lobbying ministers on behalf of 
a companv in which be bad a fi- 
nancial interest before the 
rules on MPs’ disclosure were 
tightened last November. 

Mr Nicholls was the first MP 
to have his case decided by Sir 
Gordon Downey, the parlia- 
mentary commissioner for stan- 
dards, whose appointment (ast 
year he had bitterly opposed. 

But Sir Gordon's report sig- 
nalled dearly that he would have 
fallen foul of the new rules, and 
dismissed his claim that he had 
done nothing wrong because he 
would only have received pay- 
ment if the company were suc- 
cessful. The distinction between 
past payment and the expecta- 
tion of future payment “could 


not be maintained”, it said. 
Mr Nicholls. MP for Teignbridge, 
Devon, tried to persuade minis- 
ters to buy water-purifying sys- 
tems from’Wbrfd Water Services, 
which offered him a 5 per cent 
shareholding if it made a profit. 
He had declared his interest in 
WWS, as required under the old 
rules, but the new rules -passed 
when 23 Tories rebelled in a 
Commons defeat for the Prime 
Minister - ban all advocacy on 
behalf of interests from which 
MPs could benefit. 

in a letter to the company, 
leaked to the press. Mr Nicholls 
promised: “1 can ensure that we 
are given a hearing . . . using my 
own credibility with ministers 
to promote what WWS has to 
offer.” 

Mr Nicholls tabled parlia- 
mentary questions to find out 
about government departments' 
use of water and wrote to 
Michael Heseltine, then Presi- 


dent of the Board of Trade, plug- 
ging WWS and asking about 
grants to help it expand. 

Attacking the appointment of 
Sir Gordon to oversee MPs" 
ethics, Mr Nicholls had said: 
“We got into this position ... be- 
cause two stupid, silly, greedy 
members did something that 
most of us would never do,” re- 
ferring to Graham Riddick and 
David Tredirmiek, who were 
disciplined for being willing to 
accept cash for questions from 
reporters posing as businessmen. 

Mr Nicholls" resigned as ad- 
viser to the company after No- 
vember’s vote, but ills role was 
referred to Sir Gordon by John 
Prescott, Labour's deputy leader. 

Mr Prescott said: “Mr 
Nicholls has been technically 
cleared but morally con- 
demned. Of course 1 accept the 
findings of the report, but most 
people will rightly be shocked 
by Mr Nicholls 's behaviour.” 
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Testing time: A Rushan tourist stands on either side of the Meridian tine * the Roy 

today’s second reading in the Commons of the controversial Brrtish Ti m ’ Comings darker 
would bring clocks forward by one hour throughout the year, making evenings lighter but y 


Greenwich, south-east London, ahead of 
ard by the Tory MP John ButterfRI, which 
5 darker Photograph: Herbie Knott 


Fancy one of 
our mortgages? 

£ 6,000 

says you do. 


V 


Maybe you cont need new carpets throughout 
Or 3 complete change of curtains. On the 
instalments on the car paying off. Or a 
completely ■ re sculptured garden. ’Or a three 
week dream holiday for two. 
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ALLIANCE 

LEICESTER 


In round figures, it could amount to as much 
as £6,000. 

That's the good news. Now for stil! better news 

Our offer applies to everyone, whether you are 
moving, buying for the- first time, or simply 
wasting to. switch to Alliance & Leicester from 
your current lender. 

To fine out more, you only have to visit your 
local branch of Alliance & Leicester or coil us 
free on 08G0T12 214, 

£6, GOO says ycu wi'i. 
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Major laughs 
off whiff of 
Tory unrest 


j "i-ohn Major yesterday 
I brushed aside fresh reports 
! %3 of Tin.- backbench moves to 
? depose him as “silly specula- 
i tion" and ■nonsense", 
j Laughing it off during Com- 
i mons Questions wus made eas- 
; ier for the Prime Minister by 
j Chris Mullin. Labour MP for 
[ Sunderland South, who disin- 
• £enut>usJv offered his condo- 
lences that “the bastards' are 
| plotting again", 
i The “bastards” was Mr Ma- 
j jor's description, picked up on 
I untransmitted tape, of right- 
| wingers in his Cabinet. However 
| reports in some of yesterday’s 
newspapers suggested a “blood- 
less coup" was being considered 
by party "grandees". 

' Mr Mullin said the current 
difficulties of the Conservative 
Party were not Mr Major's 
fault. “He simply has the bad 
luck to be Prime Minister at the 
time when the bills are coming 
in for the Thatcher decade. 

“If I might offer him a word 
of advice, it's not a leadership 
election he needs to offer them, 
it's a general election. That 
would shut them up." 

Amid laughter from both 
sides. Mr Major recalled that 
the Sunderland MP had some 
experience, having run the lead- 
ership election of one of the los- 
ing candidates flbny Benn] in 
an earlier Labour Party lead- 
ership election. 

“So I take with some inter- 
est what he says, but perhaps I 
won't follow it to the letter.” 
Seemingly buoyed up by the 
whiff of unrest, the Prime Min- 
ister dealt briskly with Ian Pear- 
son, Labour winner of the 
Dudley West by-election, who 
wondered what difference had 
been made by last year’s lead- 
ership contest! “We have this sO- 
ly speculation almost eveiy 
week there is a Thursday in,” 
Mr Major replied. “It has been 
nonsense in the past and its non- 
sense now.” 

S peculation that the Min- 
istry of Defence would 
choose Land Rover am- 
bulances rather than an Aus- 
trian competitor proved spot on. 
MPs were told 800 Land Rover 
ambulances were to be ordered 
along with 8,000 Defender XDs 
from the same manufacturer, 
replacing about half the Army's 


fleet of ageing utility vehicles. 
The orders are worth more 
than £200m and should help 
sustain 500 jobs. 

The announcement coincid- 
ed with the Commons’ annual 
debate on the Army during 
which Nicholas Soames. the 
Armed Forces Minister, dwell 
on the “daunting task" of re- 
cruiting enough young soldiers 
for the fighting 'end. To main- 
tain the right balance of age and 
experience the .Army must re- 
cruit some l5,GtK) youngsters a 
year. “The truth is that fewer 
volunteers are coming forward 

than we would like." be said. . 

The Army is running cam- 
paigns and advertising at 1.200 
job centres. .According to the 
MoD, the Infantry. Armoured 
Corps and Royal Artillery are 
together 2.000 short. 

Mr Soames, who enjoyed his 
days in the lHh Hussars, said 


Inside 

Pariiament 

Stephen 

Goodwin 


the Array was still a career 
without parallel in variety and 
excitement. But better than his 
list of official jollies was the sto- 
ry of Neil Coull, of the Royal 
Logistic Corps, who was chal- 
lenged to an impromptu basing 
match by (he commander of a 
Muslim road block in Bosnia. 

Corp Coull, from Billing', 
ham in Cleveland, was on a rou- 
tine mail run last July when he 
found a Canadian convoy halt- 
ed at the road block. He insist- 
ed the British forces’ mail be 
allowed through but the com- 
mander barred the route until 
he noticed a pair of boxing 
gloves in the back of the Land 
Rover. “Corp Coull, a keen am- 
ateur boxer, was promptly chal- 
lenged to a winner- takes -all 
boxing match,” Mr Soames re- 
lated. “A makeshift ring was 
marked out by the roadside and 
amid much cheering, Corp 
Coull knpeked his opponent to 
the ground in 30 seconds. As a 
result, the Queen’s mail was al- 
lowed through.” 


Pay demand MPs 
seek Nolan support 


COUN BROWN 

Senior Toiy MPs want the con- 
troversial issue of pay rises for 
MPs to be referred to the Nolan 
Committee on public standards. 

The MPs are seeking the 
support of the Labour ftirty and 
the Liberal Democrats to refer 
the growing demands for a 
large increase in their £34,0850- 
a-year salaries to the Nolan 
Committee to ensure that action 
is taken. 

They fear that Parliament has 
become hamstrung over MPs’ 
pay rises, after the row sur- 
rounding MPs’ earnings which 
followed the Nolan Committee 
recommendations on their 

private incomes. 

Sir Terence Higgins, a mem- 
ber of the Executive of the 
1922 Committee, is one of 
those senior Tory MPs sup- 
porting referral to the Nolan 


Committee. He has made it 
clear to colleagues that it could 
not be done by Tony Newton, 
the Leader of the House, with- 
out the backing of Ann Tkylor, 
Labour’s spokesman, and the 
Liberal Democrats. 

Labour and Liberal Democ- 
rat sources said yesterday they 
both supported the principle of 
MPs’ pay being decided by an 
independent formula, and may 
support such a move. 

There arc misgivings about . 
the idea among some Tory MR 
“Labour will agree to a pay rise 
for MPs, providing we stop all 
our outside earnings. I don't 
think we’d like that,” said one 
Tory backbencher. 

A poll in Parliamentary 
Monitor by Harris Political Re- 
search this week showed that 
both Conservative and Labour 
MPs want a substantial pay 
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Home Office 
admits jobless 
link to crime 


HEATHER MILLS 

Home Affairs Correspondent 

Unemployment is forcing a 
new generation of young men 
into a kind of "* perpetual ado- 
; lesceoce” that leads to more 
' crime, according to Home 
Office research. 

The study provides little com- 
fort for ministers, not only be- 
cause it underlines links 
between unemployment and 
offending, but also because it 
suggests that the threat of be- 
ing caught and imprisoned did 
not deter them. Completed two 
years ago, the study was one of 
six which the Government was 
accused of “sitting on” because 
it did not like the conclusions. 

It has found that men are no 
longer growing out of their of- 
fending behaviour - mainly 
theft and buiglaiy - in their late 
teens, and are instead continu- 
ing their criminal activities well 
into their twenties. There was, 
said the report, "little evidence 
that young male offenders de- 
velop a moral conscience which 
may inhibit their offending as 
they grow older”. The study con- 
cludes that young people today 


face more serious hazards in 
making the transition from 
childhood to adulthood — in par- 
ticular the availability and heavy 
use of drugs- increasing the risk 
of criminal activity. 

But while girls, who. between 
14 and 17, offend almost as 
much as their male counter- 
parts, mature out of the cycle, 
boys do not. A key factor is the 
inability to find work — tradi- 
tionally one of the main ways of 
“providing a sense of direction 
and security and bestowing the 
status of manhood upon young 
males," the report says. 

Researchers questioned 
more than 2,500 young people 
aged between 14 and 25 about 
their lifestyle, backgrounds, 
family life, schooling - and any 
offences they had committed. 
They were "also questioned 
about their use of drugs. 

They found that a quarter of 
all juvenile crime is committed 
by a hard core of just 3 per cent 
of young offenders. Poor par- 
enting and early truancy from 
school were key factors. Young 
people living with both natur- 
al parents were less likely to 
offend than those living with 


one parent or in a step-family, 
although young men who had 
had a particularly bad rela- 
tionship with their father were 
particularly likely to offend. 

The survey also found that 
one in two males and one in 
three females had admitted to 
committing offences, with the 
same numbers admi tting to us- 
ing drugs - mostly cannabis. 

The report, by John Graham 
and Ben Bowling, recommends 
targeting drug abuse pro- 
grammes at 13- and 14-year- 
o Ids, making schools the focus 
of community crime prevention 
strategies, and developing com- 
munity based schemes to sup- 
port and “parent” young men 
who have no family support. 

Presented yesterday to the 
first meeting of a new ministe- 
rial group on juveniles, it also 
found that young Asians are less 
likely to commit offences or use 
drugs than either whites or 
Afro-Caribbeans; that the peak 
age for offending among men 
is 21, and 16 for women. 

■ Young People and Crime , Re- 
search and Planning Unit, 50 
Queen Anne's Gate, London 
SW1H9AE 


Block on parents urged 


WENDY BERLINER 

Education Correspondent 

Schools should be allowed to 
ban pupils whose parents attack 
staff or threaten violence even 
if the child has done nothing to 
warrant exclusion, Britain's 
biggest head teachers' organi- 
sation says today. 

Head teachers fed up of be- 
ing attacked by parents who 
abject to them disciplining their 
children ask the Government 
today why they should be ex- 
pected to educate the chDdren 
of abusive parents. 

Last year, 69 members of the 
National Association of Head 
Teachers were assaulted or vi- 
olently abused. Twelve have 
claims before the Criminal In- 
juries Compensation Board. 


The NAHT also says it 
should be allowed to refuse to 
take in violent pupQs excluded 
from other schools or to re- 
instate violent or disruptive 
pupils of their own unless there 
is a favourable report on them 
and the school feels it can cope. 

The NAHT makes its points 
in a response to a Government 
review of the rules governing the 
management of disruptive and 
violent pupils by schools. 

Hie heads are complaining 
that the review does not include 
the activities of violent parents 
nor the problems of schools 
forced to admit pupils who 
have disrupted other schools. 

The issue of thuggjsh and 
dangerous behaviour in schools 
has been given fresh promi- 
nence and urgency' by the death 


of Philip Lawrence , the Lon- 
don head teacher stabbed when 
he went to the aid of one of his 
pupils . 

The association c laims in its 
submission to the Government 
that the problem is rapidly 
reaching “nightmare propor- 
tions" as the system for dealing 
with excluded pupils breaks 
down. Schools are being forced 
by their local education au- 
thorities to admit teenage 
“thugs” whose needs could not 
be met in mainstream schools. 

Problems are compounded 
when local appeal committees 
overturn school governors’ de- 
cisions to exdude pupils, the 
association says. The NAHT is 
calling for appeal committees to 
be chaired by someone legally 
qualified. 


Branson’s balloon waits on weather 



Up but not yet away: Richard Branson (left) bides his time wrath a practice hot-air balloon flight over Marrakesh yesterday Photograph: John Moos 


CHARLES ARTHUR 

Marrakesh 

Adverse weather conditions 
over Asia have forced Richard 
Branson and his Virgin Global 
Challenger team to delay their 
attempt to fly around the world 
in a giant helium-filled bal- 
loon, at least until next Tuesday. 

Computer forecasts by the 
Meteorological Office, in Brack- 


nell, Berkshire, of the weather 
at 30,000 feet for the next four 
days suggest that onoe the bal- 
loon had crossed Europe, strong 
winds would Now it so far north 
that it would quickly take on up 
to two tonnes of ice, and t* 
forced to the ground. 

Martin Harris, a meteoro- 
logical expert from the Univer- 
sity of North London, and an 
adviser to the team, said yes- 


terday: “We have to wait unto 
conditions in the jelslream are 
just right. At the moment the 
winds would push the balloon 
north. There the air is so cold 
that as soon as it came down 
. . . into more damp air it would 
ice up -just like an ice lolly when 
you take it out of the fridge.” 
However, this news has not 
caused a depression to cross Mr 
Branson’s warm front “Soon- 


er or later, we’re going to fly," 
he said. “And Morocco is not a 
bad place to wait in." 

Poor weather has also delayed 
Henk Brink, a Dutchman who 
had intended to launch a rival 
attempt from the Netherlands 
on Sunday. Some reports sug- 
gest Mr Brink may abandon his 
attempt altogether. 

Mr Branson and his team- 
member Per Lindstrand, who 


designed the balloon, said they 
feared ice more than any oth- 
er weather phenomenon: 
“Lightning just makes a hole in 
the balloon,” said Mr Lind- 
strand, “you would have to 
come down, but it won't loll 
you." This was proven in the 
1950s, when lightning struck one 
of the first balloon attempts to 
cross the Atlantic. The pilot's 
name? Bobby Sparks. 


Crash Chinook carried no black box 


The absence of a £10,000 cock- 
pit voice recorder hindered and 
prolonged the investigation into 
the helicopter crash that killed 
29 people including Northern 
Ireland counter-terrorism ex- 
perts, a crash investigator said 
yesterday. 

A senior Department of 
Transport inspector, Anthony 
Cable, told the inquiry into the 
tragedy that “black box” acci- 
dent data recorders and cock- 


pit voice recorders commonly 
yielded “major benefits” in air- 
craft crash investigations. But 
the Mark B Chinook helicopter 
was fitted with neither when it 
ploughed into the Mull of Kin- 
tyre on 2 June 1994. The crash 
killed 10 high-ranking RUC 
officers, nine Army intelligence 
experts, six MIS experts and the 
four-man RAF crew. 

Mr Cable, of the DoTs Air 
Accidents Investigation Branch. 


told the inquiry: “The AA1B 
recorder section estimates that 
a CVR [cockpit voice recorder! 
typically costs $10,000 to 
$15,000, including the unit and 
its installation ” While it was 
preferable to have both, a cock- 
pit voice recorder alone could 
yield much information, and 
had been used to great effect in 
several investigations. 

Mr Cable, on his third day in 
the witness box, summarised 


what he had been able to es- 
tablish. The doomed machine 
hit Be inn na Lice, a hill behind 
the Mullof Kintyre lighthouse, 
at a height of 810ft, and travel- 
ling at about 150 knots at the 
point of first impact. At the 
point of impact, it was climbing 
at a 20 degree angle relative to 
the horizontal. 

Engine and instrument indi- 
cations all suggested normal op- 
erations. Almost all parts of the 


flight control mechanical sys- 
tems were retrieved with no ev- 
idence of pre-impact failure, 
although the possibility of a con- 
trol system jam could not be 
“positively" ruled out 
Earlier, Mr Cable said a 
study of the helicopter's navi- 
gation computer by the manu- 
facturers, Racal, showed the 
navigation system was working 
“perfectly" and the pilots had 
been using it properly. 
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German inferno: Cause of Lubeck fire a mystery but police suspect Nazis are involved 

Hostel blaze kills 10 migrants 


IMRE KARAGS 

Bonn 

At least 10 people, including 
four children, were killed and 
scores injured yesterday in a 
huge blaze which gutted a 
house occupied by asylum seek- 
ers in the Baltic port of Lubeck. 
Although German police left 
open the possibility that the 
blaze was caused by accident, 
they questioned three young 
men on suspicion of arson. 

“We are following up every 
avenue. Everything from tech- 
nical fault to arson is conceiv- 
able," said Winfried Tabarelli, 
the head of Lu beck's criminal 
police. The three suspects, one 
of whom was described as a 
skinhead, were all from Greves- 
muhlen, 20 miles east across the 
border that used to separate the 
two Germ antes. 

They were known to the po- 
lice, but not for neo-Nazi ac- 
tivities. Nevertheless, the 
authorities did not rule out a 
racial motive, and the Mayor of 
Lubeck, Michael Bouteiller, 
called for a demonstration 
against neo-Nazi violence. Last 
rught some 4,000 people, many 
carrying flowers, gathered in the 
centre of the city to commem- 
orate the victims. 

The blaze erupred shortly 
before 4am and spread rapidly 
through the four-storey build- 
ing, turning into a fireball as it 
consumed the timber in the con- 
verted loft. The house, like 
similar refugee hostels across 
Germany, was jacked with peo- 
ple, many of them probably il- 
legal immigrants. The building 
had 45 registered residents, 
mostly Zaireans, Togolese. Syr- 
ians, Lebanese and Poles, but 
fire-fighters counted well 
over 60. 

Apart from the 10 dead, 55 
lie were injured, suffering 
im bums, suffocation and 


fractures as they leapt out of the 
windows in panic. Five people 
were last night in critical con- 
dition. So intense were the 
flames that rescue workers were 
for a long time unable to entei 
the building, fearing that the 
structure would collapse. 

As stunned neighbours last 
night gathered round the 
charred ruin of what used to be 
a solid turn-of-the -century 
building, the cause of the fire re- 
mained unclear. Some city of- 
ficials claimed to have evidence, 
not confirmed by police, that the 
flames engulfed the house from 



Refugee anger: An African 
victim blames arsonists 

several directions simultane- 
ously, indicating the fire was 
started deliberately. 

If they turn out to be right, 
and if the motive proves to be 
racist, then yesterday’s events 
will go down in history as the 
most murderous attack yet by 
neo-Nazis. Until now that in- 
famy was claimed by the town 
of Solingen near Cologne, 
where two Turkish women and 
three girls perished on the night 
of 29 May 1993 in a fire start- 
ed by right-wing extremists. 

That attack, followed by vi- 
olent demonstrations by Turks, 
shocked Germany and the rest 


of the world. The four people 
involved received sentences of 
between 10 and 15 years, and 
the authorities clamped down 
on neo-Nazis. 

But while many extremists 
were forced underground or 
abroad, racist attacks have per- 
sisted on a smaller scale. These 
are often perpetrated by free- 
lance hooligans rather than or- 
ganised neo-Nazis. 

Lubeck itself has had its 
share of trouble. During 
Passover in 1994 its synagogue 
was the first in Germany to draw 
the Nazi fire since the Second 
World War. A year later, a dif- 
ferent set of thugs returned, set- 
ting the synagogue's store room 
ablaze. 

The countryside around 
Lubeck is a hotbed of neo-Nazi 
activity. Day-trippers from the 
impoverished east go there 
looking for trouble, harassing 
foreigners and spreading pro- 
paganda. Not far from the city 
lies the town of Mdlln, notori- 
ous for one of the first attacks 
on immig rants in what became 
a vogue after German unifica- 
tion. In 1992 a Tbrldsh woman 
and two girls were burnt to 
death in a manner that was to 
become the hallmark of neo- 
Nazi terror. 

But though the statistics 
seemingly indicate no break in 
the pattern, the violence abat- 
ed after Solingen. Reports of 
fires at immigrant homes appear 
in the German press almost 
daily. There was one such inci- 
dent yesterday at the town of 
Burgwedcl, 120 miles south of 
Lubeck, where arsonists tried to 
set a home for Yugoslav immi- 
grants on fire. But this may well 
turn out to have been the work 
of members of the same com- 
munity, just as most attacks 
on Turkish targets these days 
are blamed on Kurdish 
extremists. 



Fanning the frames: Firemen bring the Lubeck blaze under control in an 
which has again highlighted attacks on asylum-seekers Photograph: Michael 
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Court bans 
Mitterrand 
doctor’s book 


makydejevsky 

Raris 

In a landmark decision, a Pans 
judge yesterday banned distri- 
bution of a book by the late 
President Fransois Mitterrand s 
doctor and ordered the pub- 
lisher to pay a heavy fine for 
copies already sold. The judge. 
Jacqueline Cochard, described 
the book, The Great Secret , as 
a ‘‘particular^ serious intrusion 
into the family's privacy and in- 
structed the seizure of all re- 
maining copies. 

In the book, Dr Claude 
Gubler accused Mitterrand of 
lying about his cancer since it 
was diag nosed in 1981 and said 
fopr , in his opinion, the late 
president was “incapable" of ex- 
ercising his official functions for 
the last six months he wras in of- 
fice. He later clarified that he 
had meant physically rather 
than mentally incapable. 

The judgment delighted the 
French political establishment, 
which had subjected Dr Gubler 
to a verbal lynching since an ex- 
tract from the book appeared 
in the magazine Pnris-Match 
earlier this week. Leading 
politicians of all parties had 
rushed to deplore what they said 
was a breach of medical confi- 
dentiality and anathematised Dr 
Gubler variously as a “traitor", 
“liar" and “criminal'’. 

He was also denounced by 
professional medical associa- 
tions and risks being struck off. 

Dr Gubler was Mitterrand's 
doctor for 13 years and wrote 
the book jointly with a former 
journalist at Paris-Maich. It 
chronicles the progress of the 
president's cancer from its di- 
agnosis six months after he 
came to office in 1981 until 1994 


when Dr Gubler left thejua- 
ident's service. Until 1992, Dr 
Gubler revealed, the diagnosis 
bad been classified a state se- 
cret and all reference toil was 
omitted from the regular med- 
ical reports Mitterrand had un- 
dertaken to publish. 

The case for the ban was 
brought by members of Mit- 
terrand's family: his widow, 
Danielle, their two sons, Jean- 
Christophe and Gilbert, his 

mistress of 20 years, Anne Pin- 

geot, and their daughter. 
Mazarine. They instituted pro- 
ceedings immediately after tine 
first excerpt appeared on Tues- 
day. The book was published on 
Wednesday. 

As well as being banned from 
distributing the book further, 
the publisher. Editions Pkro, 
must also pay a fine oF 1,000 
francs (£133) Sot each copy 
sold - more than 10 times the 
98-franc cover price. 

Mrs Cochard based her judg- 
ment on what she said was a pet- 
son’s absolute right to privacy. 
“Every individual," she said. 


to respect for hispriv 
The book she said wa 


prate 

1 was "a par- 
ticularly serious intrusion into ... 
the private family life of Presi- 
dent Mitterrand". She added 
that the right extended to the in- 
dividual's family. 

She said the offence was dl the 
more intolerable because the 
book appeared within days of 
President Mitterrand's death. 

Dr Gubler's counsel bad ar- . 
gued that the “freedom of every 
Frenchman to know about the 
health of the bead of state" look 
precedence over the protec- 
tion of persona] privacy. 

The doctor and his publish- 
ers have launched an appeal. 
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Right now our beautiful kitchen 
cabinets are deliciously tempting 

And who better to Install them than our expertly trained 
team of Magnet Master Installers. What’s more, 
if you act right now. you can halve the cost of Installation. 
So you're not only guaranteed the perfect fit. . . 
you're also sure of the perfect price too! 

For your nearest showroom or a 
free catalogue - call free on 

0800 555 825 
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Nigerian ruler's son 
lolled in air crash 

Lagos — A presidential jet ear- 
ning Ibrahim Abacha. the el- 
dest sea of the Nigerian military 
ruler. General Sani Abacha. 
crashed on Wednesday night 
Killing all 14 people aboard The 

E flothad reported engine prob- 
;ms shortly before the crash 
near Kano airport, in the north 
of the country, the National 
News Agency of Nigeria said. 
An unknown group calling itself 
United Front for Nigeria's Lib- 
eration claimed responsibility 
for the crash. Agencies 

Serb ‘killer' held 

Karlsruhe — A Serb who has 
been living in Germany for 
nearly three years has been ar- 
rested on suspicion of murder- 
ing 27 Muslims in 1992, the chief 
federal prosecutors office said. 
The man. apparently a Bosnian 
Serb identified only as 34-year- 
old Novislav D, was arrested on 
Wednesday in Munich. AP 

Matinee idol dies 

Hyderabad — NT Rama Rao, 
the matinee idol turned politi- 
cal leader, died of a massive 
heart attack, only months after 
being turned out of office by his 
son-in-law. Chandrababu 

Naidu. Rama Rao, 73, had led 
his Telugu Desam Party to a 
landslide victoiy in 1994 elec- 
tions in the state of Andhra 
Pradesh. Renter 

Obituary, Page 16 

Death train arrest 

Lusaka — The driver of one of 
two passenger trains that col- 
lided close to the Zambian bor- 
der town of Livingstone, killing 
at least 22 people on Wednes- 
day, has been arrested. “Ac- 
cording to Zambia Railways 
management, the driver 
disobeyed instructions, leading 
to the collision,” a Southern 
Province official said. Reuter 

Ministers quit 

New Delhi — An Si 8m 
(£11. 8m) bribery scandal 
reached the core of the Indian 
government as President 
Shankar Dayal Sharma accept- 
ed the resignations of the Agri- 
culture Minister, Bair am 
l a ir bar , the Human Resources 
Development Minister, 
Madfaavrao Scindia, and the 
Pariiameotary Affairs Minister, 
Vidya Charan Shukla. Reuter 

‘No’ to coalition 
Ankara — The Motherland 
Party leader, Mesut Yilmaz, 
rejected an offer from the Is- 
lamist Welfare Party to form a 
coalition, effectively ending the 
Islamists’ hopes of coming to 
power. Reuter 

Rocking to fame 

New York — David Bowie, 
Gladys Knight and the Pips, the 
Shirelles, Jefferson Airplane, 
Pink Floyd, the Velvet Under- 
ground and the late bhies bal- 
ladecr Little Willie John were 
inducted into the Rock'n'RolI 
Hall of Fame on Wednes 
night 


Juppe to spend £2bn 
reviving inner cities 


MARY DEJEVSKY 

fens 

The French Prime Minister, 
Alain Juppe, yesterday put for- 
ward a plan intended to boost 
deprived urban areas. 

Mr Jupp£ announced a de- 
velopment programme for 700 
deprived urban areas across 
France, and a subsidy of 15bn 
francs (£2bn ) to help to bind it, 
making it one of the largest state 
projects ever. 

The programme, which had 
been promised by Jacques 
Chirac during his campaign for 
the presidency last year, was giv- 
en special priority after a rash 
of rioting and unrest in the sub- 
urbs of French cities over the 
summer. 

The measures include the 


establishment of 20 enterprise 
zones, which will be exempt 
from local and business taxes ror 
five years; the provision of 
4,000 extra police; new units for 
repeat juvenile offenders: and 
the creation of lKXOOQjobs over 
four years - to be funded in part 
by the state and restricted to 
those between the ages of IS 
and 25. One in four under-25s 
in France is unemployed, and 
the proportion on many hous- 
ing estates is much higher. 

In line with Mr Chirac's New 
Year pledge to make govern- 
ment ministers more accessible 
and more visible in the 
provinces, Mr Juppd chose to in- 
troduce his plan in the south- 
ern port cily of Marseilles 
against the a backdrop of some 
of the worst slums in France. 
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SOME PEOPLE ARE MAKING BIG CLAIMS ABOUT THEIR PETROL PRICES. 


LET’S TAKE A CLOSE LOOK AT THE FACTS. 
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really paying for their petrol. 
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FACT: BP WAS THE FIRST MAJOR 
BRAND TO LOWER ITS PRICES. 

When some of the smaller brands 
began to cut their prices, we 


were the first to respond. We didn’t 
want our customers to have to 


sacrifice quality to find value 


for money. 


FACT: WE DO 
EVERYTHING WE CAN TO 
ENSURE THAT BP’S PRICES 
ARE COMPETITIVE. 


Every BP station keeps an eye on 
local prices. We aim to be, amongst 
the lowest prices around. 



As the graph shows, over the last 
twelve months, all over the country, 


BP has, on average, been the 
cheapest of the majors. 

FACT BP HAS A NATIONAL 
NETWORK OF 1400 STATIONS. 

Right by the roadside, just where 
you need them. 

So you don’t have to drive round 
a busy shopping centre and queue 
up just to fill your car. 

FACT WE LISTEN TO OUR 
CUSTOMERS. 

We know what matters to you today: 
fuel quality, service, convenience, 
and of course price. 

Looking at all the facts, and looking 
at what the others really offer... 
it’s hardly worth going out of your 
way for, is it? 


BP 


BP. WE FOCUS ON PRICE. 
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Chechen crisis: The bloody 

Guns fall 


battle for Pervomayskoye is over, but the war between JVlos ^ ' j ^gggult 

reckless 3 


’ - . *-• ' .i.:- • 


silent, but 


the truth 


is elusive 


PHIL REEVES 

near Pervomayskoye 


As darkness fell, the landscape 
of northern Dagestan, pristine 
under a fresh fall of snow, fell 
sflent after a day of intermittent 


bombing which had finally re- 
duced the village to ruins. 


But the counting was still 
going on. Baris Yeltsin said 
153 Chechen fighters had been 
killed, and 28 captured; the 
Russian forces haa lost only 26 
soldiers; and 82 hostages were 
freed while 18 were unac- 
counted for, possibly escaped 
But these figures must remain 
at the very least, highly dubious. 

If the President is right then 
It gives the lie to statements by 
his Federal Security Service 
which on Wednesday said Russ- 
ian forces were finally finish ing 
off the operation with “massive 
fire” after the Chechens had 
massacred “practically all” of 
their hostages, apart from 28 
who were either freed or 
escaped. 

Mr Yeltsin's claims were also 
at odds with a figure of 42 freed 
hostages given by his Prime 
Minister, Viktor Chernomyrdin, 
and added to a day of concision 
which owed much to the Krem- 
lin's decision to expel journal- 
ists from the vicinity of 
Pervomayskoye for the last 
phase of the assault. 

The hostages themselves, 
taken after the Chechen Lone 
Wolf group seized a hospital in 
Kizlyar, were far from con- 
vinced that the Russian soldiers 
had their best interests at heart 
Dima Alexanderovich, 38, eyes 
red with fatigue, said he escaped 
after breaking through Russian 
lines with a band of Chechens. 
He denied Russian claims that 
the Chechens executed any of 
the hostages. “They never shot 
anyone,” he said, “they didn't 
abuse us, they did not even 
swear." 

Mr Alexanderovich. a driver 
at the hospital at Kizlyar. told 
Agence France -Presse that he 
never felt at risk from the 
Chechens but from his res- 
cuers. The Russians almost 
killed him on numerous occa- 
sions, he said. “The last two days 
they were simply carpet bomb- 
ing us. There’s not a house left 
undamaged.” 

Kurban Ibargimovich, 31, 
said that on Wednesday when 
the Russians intensified bomb- 
ing the Chechens tried to break 


through their lines to Chechnya 
and he went with them. “There 
was total panic. No one thought 
we would live. There was firing 
on three sides and it seemed 
there was no hope,” be said. 
“They were firing everything - 
machine-guns, grenade launch- 
ers. everything. It was heIL m 

The truth about the death 
toll, and the conduct of the op- 
eration, remains elusive. Mr 
Yeltsin also said that the reason 
the assault on the small village 
was so protracted was that it 
concealed an underground base 
with concrete gun emplace- 
ments, a bizarre cl aim. 

What was clear though was 
that the Russians carried 
through the threat to use mas- 
sive force to end the 10-day cri- 
sis.Throughoui Wednesday 
night, the Russians pounded the 
village with Grad missiles and 
heavy artillery in the most in- 
tense assault of the last three 
days. Yesterday morning the 
bombardment continued inter- 
mittently, interrupted by occa- 
sional volleys of machine-gun 
fire before dying away in the 
afternoon. 

Last night details of the ca- 
sualties caused by the bombing 
were trickling in. Russian TV 
crews who were taken to with- 
in 500m of the village by the mil- 
itary authorities, saw 30 bodies, 
apparently Chechen fighters. 
They said that some of the 
guerrillas had broken out of Per- 
vomayskoye, which was reduced 
to rubble, and had been mowed 
down after penetrating Russian 
lines. 

A Russian soldier also pro- 
duced a video tape of what ap- 
peared to be about 20 Chechens 
taken prisoner by the Russians. 

Meanwhile, unconfirmed re- 
ports circulated lhat the rebel 
leader, Salman Raduyev, had 
escaped from the blitzed village 
along with 100 fellow fighters. 

In the early hours yesterday 
the Russians suffered another 
humiliation when Chechen 
rebels managed to attack the 
forces from me rear by mount- 
ing a raid in nearby Soviet- 
skoye, reportedly killing three 
policemen. 

Mr Yeltsin will do his best to 
squeeze political advantage 
from this affair, presenting him- 
self as a decisive leader willing 
to crush Chechen terrorism. 
But the operation took too 
long and was too badly bundled 
for him to gain much credit. 



about 

hostages 


BRIAN WHEN 
Reuter 


Aftermath: A Russian officer searches the body of a Chechen rebel killed during the assault on Pervomayskoye 


Photograph: Reuter 


Ship hijackers play to media circus 


HUGH POPE 

Istanbul 


The drama of a Black Sea fer- 
ry, the Avrosya. hijacked by 
pro-Chechen gunmen holding 
more than 100 Russian 
hostages, was due to reach a me- 
dia-focused climax late last 
night as she steamed towards Is- 
tanbul and the promise of a big 
news conference for the hi- 
jackers to condemn Russia's 
conduct of the war in Chechnya. 

Overtaken by the events in 
Dagestan and under pressure by 
the Tirkish authorities and the 
Chechen leader, Dzhokhar Du- 
dayev, the hijackers dropped 
their threat to blow up the ship 
if Russia did not end its assault 
on Chechen militants who had 
been holding Russians hostage 
in the village of Pervomayskoye. 

“I trust you. I accept your 


control. We will come to Istan- 
bul and make our press state- 
ment,” said the chief hijacker, 
Muhammed Tokcan , in negoti- 
ations to end tite crisis, a tape 
of which was played on Turkish 
television. 

Turkey’s Transport Minister 
said the security forces would 
prefer theAirasya not to trav- 
el through the Bosphorus to Is- 
tanbul, because it was rigged to 
explode. It was hijacked on 
Tuesday night in the Turkish 
port of Trabzon. 

The minister suggested the 
ship put in at Eregli, which the 
.4wusya had reached at night- 
fall. But a Turkish official said 
“no decision has been made to 
stop them. We are seeking a 
peaceful settlement Other pos- 
sibilities are only a last resort". 

The Foreign Ministry dis- 
missed an offer from President 


Boris Yeltsin to send Russian 
special forces to help storm the 
ferry, whose Turkish captain says 
it is carrying 114 Russian pas- 
sengers. The 40-man crew is al- 
most all Turkish, as are another 
43 passengers. 

Television stations have 
turned the crisis into a live 24- 
hour drama, so much so that of- 
ficials in charge of negotiations 
had trouble getting through on 
ship-to-shore radio telephones. 
“Our media is unbelievable, 
unstoppable, out of control" 
lamented an official. The hi- 
jackers also have an unusual al- 
titude: the ferry captain said 
they have been zapping through 
the channels on a television set 
on the bridge to check on the 
coverage they are getting. 
They faxed Humyei newspa- 
r to complain about a bead- 
ine savina “the terror of 


f£ 


Chechnya" had spread to 
Turkey." and an editor at 
Currhuriyet bad to defend his 
judgement that the hijacking of 
innocents was terrorism. “You 
talk about us as terrorists. If you 
are a journalist, you have to be 
honourable and tell the truth,” 
rafiec a hijacker who. though he 
spoke Turkish, said he was a 
Oiechen. 

It is thought that two of the 
hijackers may be Chechens and 
another from .Abkhazia, a Mus- 
lim part of Georgia. The five 
others are thought to be Turk- 
ish citizens of Caucasian de- 
scent. including the leader, Mr 
Tokcan. whose father is as an 
imam in their native Abkhazia. 

All have fought m the Cau- 
casus. and Mr Tokcan, who got 
his military training as a Turk- 
ish commando fighting the 
Kurds, is a close friend of the 


Chechen hero Shamil Basayev. 
Mr Tokcan’s Chechen fiancee is 
said to have been killed during 
Russian attacks on Chechnya. 


Moscow — Izvesha said y es- 
ter dav that special forces were 
j^cJdessand disorganised when 
they launched the assault on 
Chechen rebels in Fefvo- 
mayskoye this week. _ 

The newspaper’s correspon- 
dent, Valery Yakov, who sprat 
three days near the battle zone 
defying a ban on reporters, de- 
scribed scenes erf chaos, con-, 
fusion and disinformation in 
which troops stowed scant re- 
gard for the Innas of . the 
hostages. 

“lb call tbs an operation to 
save hostages is, to say the 
least, cynical" Mr Yakov wrote. 
“Those who remain aKveare 
not those alleged to have been 
saved, bat those lucky enough 
to survive." - 

Mr Yakov reached the village 
of Pervomayskoye with two 
other Russian journalists by 
shpping across the nearby bor- 
der from Chechnya. “You 
would need a rich imagination 
to talk about the borders being 
sealed with a rcfiabfe cordon. " 

TfaeyjomedibissianfbrDesin 
trenches only a few hundred, 
metres from rebel positions on 
the eve of the storming of the - 
village, which started on Mon- 
day with an attack by heli- 
copters and artiHeiy. 

The three were ejectetion 


Turks of Caucasian origin 
iththe 


have voiced sympathy with 
h^adrers, helped by tbe fact lhar 
the only casualty so lar has been 
a Turkish harbour offidai slight- 
ly wounded in the storming of 
the Avrosya. Most other Tbrits 
also sympathise with their 
Oiechen fellow Muslims, but 
opinion- formers and colum- 
nists seem to be reserving judge- 
ment until the outcome is 
known. 

Tansu Ciller, the caretaker 
Prime Minister, has also kept a 
low profile, leaving the crisis in 
the hands of a team in the se- 
curity directorate. Thrkey Is 
stiD trying to form a new gov- 
ernment after the indecisive 
elections on 24 December. 


and questioned whim they ran 
into the Federal Security Ser- 
vice director. Mikhail Baniilkov, 
who was in command of tbe op- 
eration. _ . 

Mr Yakov dismissed official 
statements that the storming 
was necessary because the 
rebels bad shot dead six of the 
hostages as well as a group of 
Dagestani elders seeking to ne- 
gotiate. “Nothing of the kind 
happened in Pervomayskoye, " 
he said. 

“Alt of the firing by the fed- 
eral forces landed not so much 
around the rebels as around the 
hostages,” Mr Yakov said ~ 

“What was actually happen- 
ing resembled freeing of 
hostages least of all. This was a 
real military operation to storm 
an enrariy village uang all forces 
and resources.” 


Yeltsin vows to bring 
war home to Dudayev 


HELEN WOMACK 

Moscow 


President Boris Yeltsin gave 
an ominous signal yesterday 
that, with the operation to dear 
Pervomayskoye of Chechen 
rebels more or less over, Rus- 
sia would now step up the war 
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in Chechnya itself with a direct 
attack on the rebel leader 
Dzhokhar Dudayev. 

“We taught a good lesson to 
Dudayev," the President said, 
briefing reporters on the four- 
day battle on the Dagestan 
border. “Now we have to deal 
a blow to Dudayev's strongholds 
where there is no civilian pop- 
ulation in order to put an end 
to terrorism on Russian soD.” 


On the ferry seizure by pro- 
Chechen gunmen in Turkey, he 
added: “Terrorism has spread to 
Turkey, which means one can 
wait no longer. This is already 
international terrorism .“ 


Evidently Mr Yeltsin has it in 
trike 


mind to strike at the villages in 
the mountains of southern 
Chechnya where the Muslim 
militants have been based since 
being pushed out of their cap- 
ital, Grozny, last year. From 
here, they carried out a terror- 
ist raid on the southern Russ- 
ian town of Budyehnovsk last 
June as well as the latest attack, 
which began in the Dagestani 
town of Kizlyar last week and 
ended with 100 hostages being 
dragged to Pervomayskoye. 

It is perhaps too cariy to draw 
conclusions as to how Russians 
will now view their President. 

He is more hawkish, not only 
in response to the hostage cri- 
sis but also as a result of the vic- 
tory of his Communist and 
nationalist opponents in De- 
cember’s elections. When he 
launched the assault on Pervo- 
mayskoye, an poll showed Mus- 
covites almost equally divided 
on the wisdom of being tougher 
with the Chechens. 

The new parliament, which 
on Wednesday elected the 
Communist Gennady Selezny- 
ov as Speaker, is to spare the 
government a vole of no-con- 
fidence, restricting itself to is- 
suing a statement urging an 
“adequate response” to the 
Chechen rebellion. 
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Two nights for the price of one 



W e would like to invite 
you to take a short 
break in the country at a top- 
dass, owner run hotel and stay 
tv« nigfits far tbe price of one. 
Simply pay far one night's bed 
and breakfast and you will get 
the next night, including 
breakfast, free. Rates are 

based on a double room. 

All the participating hotels 
are part of the Minotel con- 
sortium and many wfli allow 
you to enjoy a longer stay on 
the same basis: pay for two 
nights and stay for four, for 
example. You can check this 
whh your Chosen hotel when 
you make your initial reser- 
vation. 

There are more than 100 
Minotel^ hotels participat- 
ing in this offer and they are 


located throughout England 
d Scot! 


Wales and Scotland. In 
WedDesdafsIndependeni we 
printed a list of all the hotels 
available. 

The hotels offer top- class 


comfort and pride themselves 
on providing a personal ser- 1 - 
vice that many larger estab- 
lishments cannot niarrh. 

lb qualify for your 2 For 
1 break, you must collect z 
FOUR differently numbered 
tokens from the seven we are 
printing and attach them to 
a voucher which we will print 
in Saturday’s edition or The 
Independent with details on 
bow to book. Tbday we print 
Token 6. 3. 

Pictured above is The 
Riverside Hotel in Mon- 
mouth, Wales. This highly 
commended hotel in Tbe 
Wye Valley offers a Taste of 
Wales in its top quality *■ 
restaurant, A double room 
for one night costs £69. 

Tbmorrow we will feature 
another hotel in The bide- 5 
pendent and give you your 
final token. 


Pictured is The Riverside & 
Hotel In Monmouth, Wales 


fo participate to our 2 Fbrl offer you 

frjust collect 4- differently numbered to- 
tem and attach them to a voucher 
which wffl t>o printed on the final day 
of the offer, Saturaay 20 Jarsieuy along 
Hftft a e o ntlrmaH ott boo Ung form. 

The voucher may be redeemed at any 
psrncisiaang NBnotel howl fasoned in 
The Independent’s (Sectary (printed 
on Wednesday 17 January) for one 
free night's bed and breakfast for two 
people In a standard win or double 
bedded room when a second night's 
bed and breakfast is pre- purchased at 
ihe tariff mficatMi, All prices shown 
are per room per night. 

Some hotels, at the proprietors' chg- 
crwwn, wff accept the voucher for 
tone* stays on the same 2 Par 1 ba- 
sis, so pju can stay for 4 n®ite for 
the price of 2 for efflmpte. Reese 
check with your chosen hotel when 
making your booking. 

The voucher dees not cover payment 
for any other meets or service that 
may be requested by the holder and 
cannot be used with any other offer, 
saving a discount that may be avail- 
able at the hotel. 

One child, under the age of 12 yeem 

at the tune of booking and sharing a 
nxm wtth two adults will be eccom- 
modated free of char® but as metis, 
jJKMing breakfast w« be chargeeue. 

/redssoeatarTS and prices contained 
in tws offer have been supplied by par- 


defeating hotels. WhBe every effort has 
been made to ensure their actuary 
prior to putKcatian, no lespansfofflty 
can be taken by Newspaper Publishing 
Pto Qurtertuuse Pnxnraons or Mno- 
ttel for any arm omissions or eftaraas 
that may taka place afienraids wfthoui 
notice, ttw are therefore advised id 
check a* referent delate irtth your cho- 
, “an hotial s»iar tamakfeg a reservation. 
7 * fto bookmgfc w<H be accepted tor Bw* 
HoUdey periods. 

a AO bookings must be made no more 

than six weeks fn advance of your pro- 
posed data of arrival. 

2k ¥?“**** umd 31 Mb* 1Q96, 

in. Vouchers must be surrendered on ar- 
rh« at the hotel and can he used on 
one occasion only. 

11. Photocopies of tokens and the voucher 
are not acceptable. 
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Friend of Europe is Greek PM 


Mystery birth of 
Tex-Mex drug lord 
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ANDREW GUMBEL 

Athens 

Greece ’s ruling party last nigbt 
chose its leading dissident 
Costas Simitis, as the country's 
new Prime Minister, signalling 
a major shift away from the 
charismatic populism of his 
predecessor, Andreas Papan- 
dreou, in favour of reform and 
closer co-operation with the 
European Union. 

Mr Simitis, a 59-year-old 
economist and commercial 
lawyer with broad experience of 
government, beat off challenges 
from two Papandreou loyal- 
ists, the party apparatchik Akis 
Tsochacbopoulos and Defence 
Minister Gerassimos Arsenis, in 
a tense two-round ballot of Pa- 
sok’s parliamentary party. 

Despite being frozen out of 
the government and the Pasok 
leadership for the past four 


months, Mr Simitis was the 
most popular or the three can- 
didates and commanded the 
most international respecL He 
is widely seen as the man most 
likely to lead Pasok to victory 
at the genera! elections slated 
for October 1997. 

"‘Our country should become 
a substantive contributor to Eu- 
ropean developments, play a 
role in the Balkans and the east- 
ern Mediterranean and create 
bonds of co-operation that will 
contribute to our development,” 
Mr Simitis said in his hustings 
speech to Pasok’s central com- 
mittee earlier this week. 

This was a far cry from the 
rhetoric of Mr Papandreou, 
who until his illness and inca- 
pacitation last November held 
up EU development funds, cre- 
ated an international furore by 
delaying recognition of Mace- 
donia. and seemed bent on up- 


holding Greece's place in the 
world by turning his nose up at 
anyone who disagreed with him. 

Political sources say Mr Simi- 
tis is likely to invite his leading 
dissident friends, the so-called 
“Gang of Four”, back into gov- 
ernment, appointing the fiery 
former European Affairs min- 
ister, Theodore Pangaios. to the 
Foreign Ministry and bringing 
the former European Com- 
missioner. Vasso Papandreou. 
into his economic team. 

Mr Simitis would also like to 
transform Piasok from a populist 
movement into a mainstream 
centre -left party, along the lines 
of Tony Blair's Labour Party. 
This may prove more difficult, 
however, as the party leadership 
remains nominally in Mr Pa- 
pandreou s hands and elections 
for a new party leader are not 
expected until June. 

Mr Simitis will fight hard to 



Costas Simitis; Most likely 
to lead Pasok to victory 

appoint one of his loyalists to 
the deputy leadership in the 
me an lime. If he tails, he will 
have to temper his reformist in- 
stincts to avoid splitting the par- 
ty. A serious riff does not Jock 
likely, however, since all sides 


know that Pasok’s best chance 
is to slay united. 

Mr Simitis had been favourite 
to win the contest from the out- 
set, but faced a far rougher ride 
than expected from Mr 
Tsochadzopoulos, who gar- 
nered considerable support fol- 
lowing Mr Papandreou's 
resignation on Monday night. 

TbanJcs to last-minute cam- 
paigning by his dose colleague, 
the Cabinet Secretary, Antonis 
Uyanis, Mr Tsochadzopoulos 
was level-pegging with Mr Simi- 
tis on the first ballot with 53 
votes, followed by Mr Arsenis 
on 50 and a fourth candidate, 
Yannis Charalambopoulos, on 
II. On the second ballot, how- 
ever, Mr Simitis beat his rival 
by 86 votes to 75. 

The atmosphere among Pa- 
pandreou loyalists last night 
was one of rats leaving a sink- 
ing ship. The career of Mr 


Uvanis, who has virtually run the 
country during the past two 
years as Mr Papandreou’s health 

has failed, is almost certainly 
over. More junior acolytes, how- 
ever, were quick to switch alle- 
giances, among them Elisabeth 
Papazoi, a dose adviser of Mr 
Papandreou's wife Dimitra. 

Dimitra will almost certainly 
be the biggest loser. She will lose 
her job as head of the Prime 
Minister's private office and can 
abandon all ambitions to enter 
parliament for Pasok. 

Mr Simitis’s victory is not like- 
ly to cheer Mr Papandreou ei- 
ther. The two had not spoken 
since Mr Simitis was fired as in- 
dustry minister last Septem- 
ber. “According to members of 
his entourage,” a European 
diplomat reported. “Mr Pa- 
pandreou's only remaining wish 
is to live Jong enough to make 
life hell for ms successor.” 


I-For faces 
first Bosnia 
deadlines 


CHRISTOPHER BELLAMY 

Gomji Vakuf 

Today is the single most im- 
portant day so for for the peace 
implementation force in Bosnia. 
Most of the actions stipulated 
under the Dayton peace agree- 
ment have been completed with 
surprising case and good will: 
only one, the exchange of pris- 
oners of war, is being delayed 
until the last moment If, by 
midnight tonight 30 days after 
the agreement came into effect 
the prisoners are not released, 
then all three parties will be in 
breach of the agreement. 

The other outstanding mat- 
ter is 120 mujahedin - militant 
Muslim fighters from Islamic 
countries - in the Bihac area. 
Under the Dayton agreement, 
they should have left Bosnia by 
13 January. Yesterday a British 
company of 100 troops and 
five Warrior fighting vehicles 
beaded into the area to per- 
suade the mujahedin to leave for 
Zagreb. The problem is where 
- and how - they wOl travel from 
there. 

The four kilometre “zone of 
separation” straddling the 
ceasefire line and die new fron- 
tier between the Muslim/Croat 
and Serb entities within Bosnia 
has been cleared of Lroops and 
all the mined areas marked, as 
agreed. More than a thousand 
minefield records have been 
provided. 

The implementation force, I- 
For. has moved to secure the 


areas to be handed over under 
the agreement. 

The biggest, 400 square 
miles, which I-Fbr calls “the 
Anvil”, is centred on Sipovo, 
where the British 4th Armoured 
Brigade has taken up residence. 
It is is a sorry, bleak wilderness, 
occupied by I-For troops and 
the Bosnian Croat army. A few 
civilians remain, including the 
population of two Croat villages. 

They lived, untroubled, under 
Bosnian Serb rule. In the sum- 
mer, the Serbs were pushed out 
By mid -March, they win have re- 
turned under the terms of the 
Dayton agreement Brigadier 
Richard Dannatt, commanding 
4th Brigade, is trying to per- 
suade the Croats to stay, and 
they may well do so. 

With its work cut out to en- 
sure the Dayton terms are ful- 
filled, I-For has avoided being 
dragged into investigating the al- 
legations of a mass grave of war- 
crime victims near Ljubija, 
south of Prijedor. That b'es out- 
side its mandate, but it is a del- 
icate matter, as the 
Muslim-Croat side has de- 
manded action, and I-For will 
report anything it bears. 

Last night the British Chief 
of Defence Staff Field Marshal 
Sir Peter Inge, arrived lo see ihe 
biggest deployment of British 
forces for real since the Gulf 
war. More than 10.000 have now 
arrived and many of those are 
heading for the Anvil. Just be- 
fore they reach the Anvil, they 
enter the assembly area at 
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Safely first: US troops In Bosnia at a crater caused by a mine-clearing tank bitting a road mine Photograph: Reuter 


J uan Garcia Abrego, the 
alleged Mexican cocaine 
baron, was born again - on the 
other side of the US-Mexican 
border from the site of his first 
appearance in the world. Gar- 
cia Abrego, who was captured 
near Monterrey on Sunday and 
hastily deported to a delighted 
United States the next day, has 
two birth certificates. Legal 
wrangling over them may 
determine his future. 

His birth was first registered 
in Cameron County, T bxas . and 
he is, therefore, American, 
Mexico’s interior ministry 
insisted, producing fared copies 
of the 1944 registration. 

But just over the border, a 
Matamoros civil registry official 
■aid little Juan’s birth certificate 
shows be was born “on Sep- 
tember 13, 1944, in this 

municipality”. 

Que pasal Along the Rio 
Grande, parents often register 
their children on both sides of 
the porous border. If Garcia 
Abrego can prove he is Mexi- 
can, he may be able to challenge 
his deportation to the US, 
where he starred on the FBI’s 
most -wan led list 

Keen to wash their hands of 
him, Mexican officials are 
searching for his American 
passport asserting that he 
“didn't have a Mexican pass- 
port, at least [not] a real one.” 
Garda Abrego's US nation- 
ality, they say, was the reason 
l he was so speedily dispatched 
to a Texas jail after his arrest. 
Government critics, however, 
say the haste bad more to do 
with getting him out of Mexico 
before he could either bribe 
anyone or make statements 
that could embarrass officials. 

T he Prince of Whies is not the 
only heir to a European 
throne under fire for hunting. 
WiUem-Alexander of the 
Netherlands is ducking the 
same ballets. Dutch newspapers 
have been running advertise- 
ments calling on the Crown 
Prince lo lay down his weapons, 
which he usually points at deer 
and wild boar. 

“The heavy responsibility 
you bear as our future king can- 
not be combined with spread- 
ing death and destruction 
amongst defenceless animals,” 
said the Foundation For Criti- 
cal Wildlife Care. 

By the start of the week, the 
prince had received several 
hundred faxes urging him to 
give up the pastime. Little hunt- 
ing is actually done in the 



Garcia Abrego: Future 

hangs on his nationality 

developed Netherlands, but 
stocks of boar and deer are 
maintained in the forests of Het 
Loo palace - and 170 of each 
species were shot last year. 

G aza's best-known female 
guerrilla used to throw 
grenades at Israeli army jeeps. 
In Nima al-Helo s last attack, in 
1972, she lost an arm and an 
eye. Now she is hurling herself 
into the campaign for a seat in 
the Palestinian legislature. 

Ms Helo is one of only 28 
women among the 676 candi- 
dates chasing 88 seals on the 
council. Other statistics: she was 
detained for a total of 14 years, 
and spent 27 months on the run. 

Her university classrooms, 
she said, were Israeli prison 
cells, and in a society where 
marriage and children are ex- 
pected of women, Ms Helo has 
other priorities. “I have an 
agenda.” she told Reuters: ‘To 
educate women, to protect the 
families of martyrs, to rebuild 
families destroyed by the Israeli 
occupation/' 

nPwenty-five years on, A1 Gore 
X still remembers Dr Trebla 
Erog, a Swedish gynaecologist. 
At a Nashville dinner to raise 
money for Jerry Thompson, a 
reporter at the Tennesseean who 
has cancer, the Vice-President 
recalled his days as a young re- 
porter for the newspaper. Mr 
Thompson, he said, initiated 
new staff by phoning them, pos- 
ing as a funeral director, and of- 
fering information for an 
obituary. The name of the de- 
ceased would be the reporter's 
name spelled backwards. 

Albert Gore dutifully took 
down the information on Tre- 
bla Erog. And Mr Gore admit- 
ted, “I wasn’t even close” to 
catching on to the joke. 

Maryann Bird 


Kupres, a bullet-spattered town 
on a windy, rock-strewn plain. 
For years’ it was was out of 
bounds to the UN. Now dark 
green vehicles with “I-For” in 
white paint and inverted black 
Vs - the recognition symbol 
used in the GiSf - cruise the 
road freelv. 

Today Sir Peter will fly over 
the zone of separation in a he- 
licopter and visit his troops at 
Sipovo. They have formed out 
across the AnvtL and are also 
guarding key installations to 


stop them being wrecked before 
the Serbs return. At Bocac they 
are guarding a hydro-electric 
dam which still provides pow- 
er for Banja Luka, the Serb city 
to die north. 

At Gomji Vakii f, the head- 
quarters of the British-led 
south-west division, plans are 
afoot to move to Banja Luka. 
Gomji Vakuf was right on the 
front line during the war be- 
tween Muslims and Croats but 
is now on the rim as the centre 
shifts westward to the AnviL 
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Burning anger. Vietnamese refugees in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, torched their homes yesterday In protest at repatriation 


Photograph: AP 


as part of plans to create?'# dfe 
tnocratic atmosphere”, its exe- 
cutioners would no longer cut , 
off criminals' ears- The gov- 
ernment also told the United . 
Nations it wanted to discuss a 
deal to sell $2bn (£13bn) of o3 
to bay food tind medicine for its 
people. 

The two moves were seen ty 
some diplomats at the UN as 
signs of compromise in an ef- 
fort to relieve the suffering of 
Iraq's population five years af- 
ter the allied air offensive in the 
Gulf war destroyed.the infra- 
structure. Latest reports from 
aid workers in Iraq say UN sane- 
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tioos have since reduced most 
of its people to penury and 
hun^flj^Prasioait Saddam 
Hussein’s, clique remains in 
. comfort and in power. 

Tfee Justice Nfinkter, Shabib 

bad abolished or snspeiHled 
laws presaging punishments 
such as severing ears or brand- 
ing the foreheads of criminals. 
The amputation ribands would 
also be stopped. “Several laws 
curbing the freedom of the cit- 
izens hive been abolished in the 
tight of instructions given by 
President Saddam Hussein for 
the prevalence of a democrat- 
ic atmosphere in Iraq,” the 
minister added. 

The measures appeared to be 
a response to consistently 
scathing criticism of Iraq’s hu- - 
man-rights record by Max van 
der Stoel, the special rappor- 
teur. or investigator, appointed 
by the UN Ihiman Righto Com- 
mission ‘in Geneva. He had 
also criticised Iraq for refusing 
to alleviate the plight of its peo- 


Security Council .Resolution 
986, which permits it to sell oil 
in exchange for humanitarian 
supplies purchased and deliv- 
ered under UN observation. 
Under its provisions, Iraq could 
raise S2bn for food and medi- 
cine every six montlK but could 
not use the money for weapons 
or soldiers’ wages. 

Up to now, Iraq had refused 
to accept the terms, churning 
they amounted to an infringe- 
ment of sovereignty. But the 
UN Secretary General, Boutros 
Boutros-Ghali, was briefing 
diplomats in New York last 
night about new overtures from 
Iraq suggesting it might come 
to terms with a limited 03 sale. 

The Deputy Prime Minister, 
Thriq Aziz, has written to Mr 
Boutros-Ghali saying “we 
would be prepared to enteradi- 
alogue with you provided that 
no conditions were placed upon 
ns." 

International ofl markets wa- 
. vered on the/news of a possible 
Irani sale,' which could push 
crude prices lower. Newspapers 


in Baghdad reported this week 
that a delegation led by the head 
of Iraq's chambers of com- 
merce, Zuhair Abd al-Ghafur 
Yirnis, had travelled to Egypt to 
discuss plans to import food- 
stuffs and medicines. 

However, British and Amer- 
ican diplomats at the UN are 
tikefy to lead moves for a tough 
line in the Security Council 
against any Iraqi effort to cut an 
ofl-fbr-food deal outside the 
terms of Resolution 986. Mr 
Aziz recently insisted Iraq stili 
found the resolution unaccept- 
able, making it unlikely that 
countries such as Russia and 
France, which broadly favour 
the relaxation of sanctions, will 
be able to find much room to 
manoeuvre. 

- This week the press in neigh- 
bouring Jordan carried an in- 
triguing item suggesting that life 
may be diffioStforMr Aziz 
himself in the “democratic at- 
mosphere" of Baghdad. 

According to the reports, se- 
curity men recently refosed to 
let Mr Ariz-leave Iraqwith his 
wife and children. Officials at 
the frontier between Iraq and 
Jordan contacted President 
Saddam's office, which ordered 
that Mr Aziz could travel alone 
but could not take ins family . 
The Deputy Prime Minister re- 
turned to Baghdad. 

Mr Aziz is a member of 
Iraq's Nestorian Christian mi- 
nority and is fluent in English. 
He has functioned for years as 
a loyal interpreter to foreign 
diplomats or President Sad- 
dam’s policies. 

But even the strongest loy- 
alties are being tested by five 
years of consistent military and 
economic pressure. An Iraqi 
military intelligence official. 
Colonel Shakir al-Juburi, is re- 
ported to have defected to Jor- 
dan after escaping from Iraq on 
a forged passport. He is the 
most senior intelligence officer 
to flee since the escape of Rafiq 
al-Samairai, the former head of 
Iraqi military intelligence, who 
recently shared his experiences 
with viewers of a BBC tefonskm 
series on the Gulf war. 


Israelis turn 
Jerusalem into a 
foreign country 


You need to eat a variety of foods to get all the iron you need each day. 

If you’re a normal healthy person, a lean, grilled rump steak (170g) will supply you with 
half your daily requirement! To get the same amount from raw spinach, you’d have 
to eat 680g of it. That’s because your body absorbs at least twice as much iron from 
red meat than from an equivalent weight of spinach. Red meat also helps you 
absorb more iron from other foods, including spinach! 34 

So, unless you have a very big appetite for spinach, what better excuse do you 
need to enjoy a tender, juicy steak? 


PATRICK COCKBURN 

Jerusalem 

A rally by Palestinian candidates 
at the Israeli checkpoint on the 
Mount of Olives was the first 
political event of the day. We 
told the taxi-driver to take us 
there, explaining we were going 
to a political demonstration. 
Another passenger, wearing 
the skullcap of a religious Jew, 
misunderstood our intentions. 

He asked if we were going to 
a demonstration of Israeli set- 
tlers, protesting against a Pales- 
tinian election taking place in 
Jerusalem. He said lie was a 
leader of the youth section of 

1 amrader^ct oxiersnot to 
get involved in anything". 

Introducing himself as Jere- 
my Shock, an immigr ant from 
Australia now working in the 
Jewish Agency, he said he was 
against the withdrawal from 
the West Bank. “I was told by 
Bibi Netanyahu, the leader of 
Likud, to do nothing." It was a 
confirmation that the Israeli 
right will not dare disrupt the 
elections tomorrow. It is too 
nervous of remind rug voters 
about it$.role in the upsurge of 
violence which culminated in 
the kitting of Yitzhak Rabin. 

As we dropped Mr Stock, he 
.predicted tremble if the gov- 
ernment started to compro- 
mise. 'A few minutes later, cm 
the Mount of Olives, Hanan 
Asbnwrir.the best-known inde- 
. pendent standmgfof the ftiies- 

about ^Israel- seaJmJgiDtf 
Jerusalemfrom the West Bank, 


supporters to hand out carna- 
tions with the candidate's pic- 
tore. “The problem is there has 
been no election for 27 years 
and people have only a few 
weeks to campaign," she said 
Her brother, a former 
teacher who spent eight years 
in jail, is well known in the area 
and stands a good chance of 
winning one of the seven seats, 
though two are reserved for 
Christians. For many years a Fa- 
tah leader in Jerusalem, he is 
standing as an independent 
T&sser Arafat’s decision to Ig- 
nore many former Fatah milj- 
.lanis and include other notables 
angered local Fatah leaders. 


troops check Palestinians en- 
tering from the east, she said: 
“Jerusalem is being strangled.” 

Israel has gone to bizarre 
lengths to emphasise the poll in 
Jerusalem is different Ballot 
boxes are different from those 
on the West Bank and votes are 
to be counted in- Ramaflah, to 
give the impression that Pales- 
tinians in Jerusalem are postal 
voters living in a foreign lend. 

In Salabudin Street, the main 
Palestinian commercial area, 
Majeda el-Balsh, sister of one 
of -the ; candidates,';Ahinea : .d- 


to campaign.' She Organised 


Yasser Arafat Pre-election 
poll gives him 80 % of vote 

Some, like Mr Batsh, decided 
to stand anyway. This is hardly 
likely to damage Mr Arafat's 
chances of winning the presi- 
dency, though: a poll yesterday 
showed him winning 80 per 
cent of the vote. 

Samiha Halil, his only oppo- 
nent, held an indoor rally in east 
Jerusalem this week which 
failed to attract a single Pales- 
tinian: the audience consisted 
of reporters and international 
election monitors. 

. . ! Not everybody in Salahudin 
street was enthusiastic about the 
election. A money-changer said: 
1 don't realty care about ail this. 
These candidates can promise 
to do firings in the rest of the 
West Bank but not here. In 
Jerusalem not one'of them can 
deliver a licence to build a 
house because the. Israelis are 
still . in . complete . control." 
. Jeremy Shock would have been 

glad to bear it. 
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Africa’s scourge: In face of formidable prejudice, a Jesuit priest is looking for 


Children 
fight back 
against 
Aids taboos 


DAVID ORR 

Nairobi 

For Kevin Kamau, his mother’s 
milk was not as nourishment it 
should have been. It was instead 
a poison potion which, after two 
years of breast-feeding, left 
him with HIV 

Today, the three-year-old or- 
phan is one of 23 HTV-positive 
children living in a special cen- 
tre on the outskirts of Nairobi 
called Nyumbani - Sw ahili for 
“home”. Malnourished and ail- 
ing, Kevin was taken to the cen- 
tre by an aunt shortly after the 
death of his mother from Aids 
in 1994. T hanks to Dr Angelo 
d'Agostino and his team, the 
child is thriving. 

Despite the sentence of death 
han g in g over Kevin and other 
children at Nyumbani, Dr 
d'Agostino, an American psy- 
chiatrist and Jesuit priest, has 
decided that the time is right to 
laun ch a fostering programme 
for his charges. Such a venture 
is new to Africa and is fraught 
with difficulties in a continent 
where so many taboos still sur- 
round Aids and HTV infection. 

“It’s not going to be easy to 
get these kids fostered", says the 
grandfatherly Dr d’Agpstino in 
a Boston twang which has still 
not deserted him after IS years 
in Kenya. “These children are 
undoubtedly stigmatised. We 
couldn't even get parents to ac- 
cept them attending the local 
scbooL But with education and 
understanding, I think the dif- 
ficulties can be oversome. Car- 
ing for these children can be 
very rewarding.'’ 

Dr d’Agostino is no stranger 
to challenges. He launched 
Nyumbani - Kenya’s only spe- 
cialist hospice for HTV-positive 
orphans - three-and-a-half 
vears ago with little funding or 
"support. The government’s Aids 
prevention- programme is at 
best half-hearted and few re- 
sources are made available to 
battle the epidemic. He some- 
how keeps the centre running 
on donations from institutions, 
gifts from individuals and grants 
from Unicef and the World 
Health Organisation. The fos- 
tering programme, to be 
launched in the next month, is 
modelled on successful schemes 
in New York and Glasgow. 

Although the rate of HIV in- 
fection is slowing in neigh- 
bouring Uganda, regarded as 
the continent’s worst-affected 
country, in Kenya it continues 
to spiral out of control. Some 
15 per cent of Kenya’s hospital 


beds are taken by Aids pa- 
tients. There are more than 
50,000 reported Aids cases but 
most researchers think the fig- 
ure is three times as high. It is 
thought that as many as one mil- 
lion out of a population of 23 
million have HIV. 

“Somewhere between ten 
and twelve thousand children 
have been orphaned as a result 
of Aids in Kenya”, says Dr 
d’Agostino. “If we had five cen- 
tres like this there still wouldn’t 
be enough room for them. By 
the end of the century, there’ll 
be 120,000 children with HIV 
infection in this country”. 

AD the children at Nyumbani 
have been abandoned. Most of 
their mothers came from slum 
areas and most, it is assumed, 
were prostitutes. Ironically, it is 
because they have been aban- 
doned that they are now re- 
ceiving such committed care. 

AH the children test HTV pos- 
itive when they come to Nyum- 
bani. A child born to an 
HTV-positive mother will auto- 
matically test positive, but not 
all inhe rit the virus. Between the 
ages of 8 and 12 months, three 
out of four of the children test 
negative and can lead healthy 
lives. Unfortunately, those who 
re main in the community, even 
though not infected, usually 
die of neglect because of their 
HTV-positive stigma. 

As with adults, those who 
amtinue to test positive will suc- 
cumb to Aids-related infec- 
tions and die. The average life 
gpan of an HIV-positive child in 
Africa is between two and three 

years of age. 

“We have a very good 
record”, says Dr d’Agostino. 
“ini tially, I thought we’d have 
a death every few weeks. But 
we’ve shown that with good 
feeding and care they can live 
much longer - and, more im- 
portantly, have a good quality 
of life. We have two lSyear olds 

who are getting on weU”. 

Nyumbani has processed 1 15 
children since it opened. Thir- 
ty of these are being cared for 
in a centre nearby. Those who 
have tested HIV-negative are in 
orphanages or have been adopt- 
ed. Twelve children have died. 
Among the vegetable plots be- 
hind Nyumbani are three tiny 
graves marked with crosses. 

But at Nyumbani they prefer 
to measure success in the smil- 
ing frees around them, not in 
the numbers of early deaths 
which wiD occur in Afnca for as 
long as Aids remains the 
scourge of the continent. 


Buy The Independent on 
Saturday and get the 
Independent on Sunday 

for only 50r and read: 


to Sexual 

Manners in the 90s 

Real sex advice... we don’t fake it! 

Fly Now Ray Later 

Start collecting tokens this weekend 
with the independent gn Sunday. Claim 
interest free credit. a#inst any holiday. 
From February Onwards you could be 
skiing in the Alps, relaxing in the 
Caribbean, golfing in Portugpl or taking 
a break in Prague... and pay for it later. 

Plus £25,000 of free 
travel to be won. 
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foster parents | Chinese arrest 

doctor’s brother 


Living positively: Kevin Kamau has HIV but Dr Angelo d’Agostino has given him hope 


Photograph: David Orr 


TERESA POOLE 
Peking 

Chinese security police hawe ar- 
rested the brother of Zhang 
Shuyun, the former Shanghai 
orphanage employee whose in- 
formation this month revealed 
the shocking death-toll among 
the city’s orphans and aban- 
doned children in recent years. 
The police also ransacked the 
brother’s apartment, took mon- 
ey and confiscated jewellery 

left to Dr Zhang by her recently 

deceased mother. 

Zhang Jian, 44, was de tamed 
at his Shanghai home on 9 Jan- 
uary, the day after foreign jour- 
nalists had been given an official 
tour of the city’s orphanage to 
show how well children there 
are treated. On 15 January the 
family was formally told of his 
arrest and that he was accused 
of “participating in the counter- 
revolutionary crime of sub- 
verting the government^ . 

Such a charge carries a min- 
imum sentence of 10 years, 
and was recently used against 
the prominent dissident Wei 


Jingsheng, who was jailed for 14 

years in December. 

In the past few days, friends, 

relatives and former colleagues 
of Dr Zhang have been inler- 
ro cated. the New York-based 
Human Rights Watch (HRW) 
said yesterday- On 7 January, 
HRW published a report on 
death-rates in China’s orphan- 
ages, based on information pro- 
vided by Dr Zhang and the 
Chinese government’s Ministry 
of Civil Affairs statistics. 

Dr Zhang left China in 
March last year and smuggled 
out hundreds of medical 
records and documents on the 
death-toll in the Shanghai Chil- 
dren’s Welfare Institute be- 
tween 1988 and 1992. Officud 
investigations between 1989 
and 1992, prompted by com- 
plaints by Dr Zhang and others, 
led to a high -level cover-up, ac- 
cording to the HRW report. 

“[My brother] had nothing to 
do wiffirnywaric or what I was try- 
ing to do. I didn’t let my family 
or fiends know because 1 thougn 
it might place tiwm in danger. 
Dr zhang said yesterday. 


Discounted Variable Rat 
for 12 months from 

2.29%. 7.3% AP 

Plus £300 Cashback! 


hlow ijou con get two deeds under one roof from NotWest. 


Don’t waste your time looking around, 
if you want o new home there s only one 
place to visit. That's your local NatWcst 
branch. 

Because we've got all you coulo ever 
want from a mortgage under one roof, 
whether you’re buying for the first time, 
moving home or transferring your current 
mortgage. 

With discounted rotes from only 
2.29%. 7.3% APR: That's a massive 5.20% 
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MORTOAkK 


discount off our standard variable mort- 
gage rate. This discount is aiso guaranteed 
for your first 12 monthly payments. 


For an illustration or further information 

Call 0800 400 999 


Which is just whet you need when 
you're faced with the cost of moving 
into o new home. A no if that isn t reason 
enough to come and see us, we're also 
giving you a Cashback of 2300,' 


What’s more, if you can't wait to 
take advantage of these offers, call us 
immediately because we can now provide 
a cost illustration on a range of mortgages 
within 15 minutes. 

And if uou want to see a Personal 
Mortgage Adviser you can arrange to do 
that too. 

So when you're looking out for a 
new' mortgage deal, niGke us your first 
port of call. 
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N. T Rama Rao is best known 
in India for having abandoned 
his status as a film god to enter 
politics, and was three times vot- 
ed chief minister of Andhra 
Pradesh, the state's highest 

elected office, most recently in 

1994. 

A popular screen actor bom 
the south-eastern Indian state 
of Andhra Pradesh, "NTR" 
starred in over 320 Telugu- 
language films, usually as a 
mythological Hindu god or 
hero. Among the rural poor, he 
had a massive following. Many 
of his awed, illiterate followers 
blurred the distinction between 
gpd and actor, and following his 
death shrines have sprouted in 
some parts of Andhra Pradesh, 
where Rama Rao is worshipped 
as one of Hinduism’s many 
deities. At least one of his fol- 
lowers committed suicide on 
hearing news of his death. 

A populist, he was born into 
a poor fanning family at Nim- 



Spe! [binding ‘NTR’ In the film 
Mahamairtrl Timmarusu, 1962 


Barbara Jordan was the first 
African-American to be elect- 
ed to either house of the Unit- 
ed States Congress since the 
Reconstruction period imme- 
diately after the Civil Wbr. 

Id 1976 she was the first 
black woman to be seriously 
considered as a Vice-Presiden- 
tial candidate by the Democratic 
Party, and she twice gave the 
keynote address at Democrat- 
ic national conventions, in 1976 
and again in 1992. 

Her greatest moment, how- 
ever, came in 1974 as a mem- 
ber of the judiciary committee 
of the House of Representatives 
during the hearings on the pos- 
sible impeachment of Presi- 
dent Richard Nixon for the 
various excesses collectively 
known as “Watergate". 

With quiet but passionate elo- 
quence she stirred her col- 
leagues and the national 
television audience to share 
her stem conception of the 
committee's dutv. Her fellow 


makuru, in the state's Krishna 

district Ambitious, handsome 
and graced with a booming 
baritone, he quit his lowly job 
in the civil service and entered 
films whfle in his twenties. From 
his first part, a walk-on as a po- 
lice officer in Mona Desam 
(1949), for which he was paid 
500 rupees (today about £10 
sterling), he became one of the 
cinema-crazed state's best- 
known idols. Wide-shouldered, 
flamboyant and with a proud, 
hawkish face, Rama Rao made 
as good a villain as be did a hero, 
but he is best known for his 
portrayals of the two gods 
Krishna and Rama. 

During the Sixties, his fame 
reached such a pitch that his 
fans would clash outside the- 
atres with gangs owing alle- 
giance to rival film stars. One 
of his films during this period, 

Shri Venkateshwara Mahatyam 
(1960) evoked such reverence 
that Rama Rao’s followers 
erected makeshift shrines made 
the cinema halls to pray before 
and after the screening. 

His last film paved his entry 
into politics. In The Lion of 
Bobbili (1982), Rama Rao plays 
an army officer who turns into 
an idealist fighting against the 
corrupt government. On his 
60th birthday, while The Lion of 
Bobbili was still filling cinema 
halls across the state, Rama Rao 
launched a new political party, 
the Telugu Desam. Using cin- 
ema tricks, he travelled Andhra 
Pradesh campaigning from a 
makeshift van fitted with lights, 
a powerful public address sys- 
tem and a bed. In 90 days, he 


Democrats had been held back 
from pressing impeachment by 
fear of appearing partisan. Her 
intervention is reckoned to 
have been decisive in persuad- 
ing the committee to recom- 
mend that impeachment 
proceedings should go forward. 

When the Constitution was 
signed, Jordan said, she, as a 
black woman, was not included. 
“I fell somehow." she said wrfly, 
"that George Washington and 
Alexander Hamilton just left me 
out by mistake." But, through 
the process of amendment, 
interpretation and court deci- 
sion she was finally one of "We 
the people". “Today," she said, 
"I am an inquisitor, and I be- 
lieve it would not . . . overstate 
the solemnness that I feel right 
now to say my faith in the Con- 
stitution is whole, it is total, and 
I am not going to sit here and 
be an idle spectator to the 
diminution, the destruction of 
the Constitution." 

“As if speaking from tablets 


The death (though not yet the 
resurrection ) of Samuel Rosen- 
berg has occurred in New York. 
He was 85. 

The presence of Friedrich 
Nietzsche at the Reichenbach 
Falls in 1877 was the premiss for 
Rosenberg's theory that Sir 
Arthur Conan Doyle based the 
character of Professor Moriar- 
ty on the German philosopher 
and that Doyle's detective sto- 
ries were the “pre-Freudian 
psycho-dramatic confessions" of 
a ■’self-revealing allegorist". 

His findings were published 


in 1974 by Bobbs Merrill (or 
Boobs Merrill as he referred to 
them). The book. Naked is the 
Best Disguise: the death and res- 
mixtion of Sherlock. Holmes, en- 
joyed great success in America 
(where it sold over 25,000 
copies in hardback and was on 
the “Book-of-tbe-Month" list 
for several months), and there 
was success of a different sort 
in England where Desmond 
Elliott or Arlington Books was 
forced lo remainder many thou- 
sand copies to the delight of be- 
mused Sherlockians, who were 



A man of the masses’: Rama Rao’s popularity as an actor mesmerised voters when be launched a new poflttcal party In 1883 


covered 35,000 kilometres, a 
feat he claimed was a world 
record. He said he owed this 
feat of endurance to yoga. The 
appearance of the state’s most 
popular film idol so meanerised 
villagers is Andhra Pradesh, 
many of whom had never seen 
television or electricity, that 
Rama Rao’s fledgling party, 
despite its political motpenence. 
won an overwhelming majori- 
ty. Hundreds of thousands 
of supporters witnessed his 
swearing-in as chief minister. 

During his three terms as 
chief minister, he proved as 
durable a politician as he had 
been an actor. His populist 


schemes of selling rice for two 
rupees a kilo, bnflding bouses 
far the poor and reserving more 
university places for wsffien 
may have nearly bankrupted the 
state treasury but did win him 
votes. He was one of the few op- 
position politicians to stand up 
a game# the often w rathful Indira 


After the death of his first 
wife in 1984, Rama Rao’s god- 
ly lustre faded. A high court 
found him guilty of corruption 
and nepotism and his party 
was thrashed in the 1989 as- 
sembly polls. Hrs comeback in 
1994 - with a new and for 
younger bride at his side, Lak- 


shmi Paivathi, a teacher - was 

marred by family feuds. His nu- 
merous children hated then- 
stepmother and her influence 
on the often sickly Rama Rao. 
He was ousted as chief minis- 
ter last August by his own son- 
in-law, Chandrababu Naidu- 
Tbe prime minister, Nara- 
simbaRaa, described him as “a 
man ofmanyparts— a learned 
and deeply religious person, a 
very fine and powerful actor 
who swayed minions of people, 
a forceful orator and above all, 
a man of the masses." Rama 
Rao was also chairman of the 
leftist National Front, an al- 
liance of leftist and regional par- 


ties. “Wbat is destined to hap- 
pen ^ win happen. Victory and de- 
feat are like light and darkness," I 
he laughed on the day wben his ] 
own family toppled him, in a 
drama that for many Imfians I 
was nearly as. spellbinding as 1 
Rama Rao’s performances as , 
mythological hero. 

. Tim McGirk 

Nandamuri ThrakaRoma Rao, \ 
actor and politician: bom Nim- i 
makuru, India 29 March 1923; 
founder and first President, Tel- 
ugu Desam Party 1982; Chief 
Minister of Andhra Pradesh 
1983-89, 1994-95; twice married; 
died Hydavbadl8 January 1996 


Barbara Jordan 


of stone," as her fellow Demo- 
crat Senator Lloyd Bentsen re- 
called, in her strong voice with 
a Texas accent dipped for effect 
she concluded with a peroration 
that exactly expressed what 
tens of mill t ons of Americans 
felL “If the impeachment pro- 
vision in the Constitution will 
not reach the offences charged 
here, then perhaps that 18th- 
century Constitution should be 
abandoned to a 20th-century 
paper-shredder.™ 

In 1976 she., featured on a 
longish list of peoble-who were 
being considered as possible 
Vice-Presidential candidates by 
Jimmy Carter and his advisers 
before she gave her keynote 
speech at the Democratic con- 
vention. Polls al that point 
showed that her presence on the 
ticket would lose Carter more 
votes than she would bring to 
him. When she spoke, howev- 
er, her “rolling rhetoric", as one 
reporter put it, aroused hugeeu- 
thusiasn in the audience. A ma- 



Jortop^roteng rhetoric 1 . 

. v.'m i • ~4-v 7* ' • v 

jestic, tall black woman in a 
green dress, her father had . 
been a Bap^mmi^*and die; 
spoke with th’e^xxciting 
cadences of generations of 
southern black preachers. 

She ended by quoting Abra- • 
ham lincoim .'As I would not 
be a slave, so I would not be a 
master. This expresses my idea 
of democracy ” That sentiment. 


Samuel Rosenberg 


able to purchase them for as 
little as 5 Op a copy. 

Although never an invested 
Baker Street Irregular and 
often scornful of "orthodox 
Sherioddan ducks" and “Baker- 
streetniks", be contributed an 
expanded version of a chapter 
of his book to Beyond Baker 
Street (1976), gave several lec- 
tures on the “Conan Doyle 
syndrome”, and wrote intro- 
ductions to facsimile editions of 
The Hound of the Baskenilks 

and The Return of Sherlock 
Holmes published in 1975. 


and her magnificent presence 
and delivery, touched off re- 
newed calls for her to run with 
Carter, but it was not to be. 

> When Senator Whiter Mon- 
dale was chosen instead, she 
campaigned actively for Carter 
and worked successfully with 
J«ae Jackson and other black 
leaders to register large num- 
bers of new black voters. Hie 
next year, however, she sur- 
prised political Washington by 
j announcing, that she would 
stand down from^Congress and. 
go horiiekto Tfeaas after "only 
three 

longer you stay 

die explained, •‘the harder it is 

to leave. I didn’t want to wake 

■Barbara Jordan can do." 

-- Ftom 1979 she taught at the 
lyndon B: Johnson School of 
Public Affairs at the Universi- 
ty of Tfexas in Austin, where she 
was immensely popular with stu- 
dents. In 1992 she again gave 


the keynote speech al the De- 
mocratic convention and again 
she struck the right note, this 
time a call for reconciliation. 
“We need to change the de- 
caying inner rides from decay 
to places where hope lies,” she 
said. “We must be prepared to 
answer Rodney King’s haunting 
question, ‘Can we get along?’™ 
(King was a blade motorist 
whose beating by the police, 
captured on videotape, set off 
Angeles Hats.) “f 
say; weansygr that question with 
a rescinding < yetf.” ‘ 

ft y : . 

Barbara Chartine Jordan, politi- 
cian: bom Houston, Texas 21 
.February 1936; Member (De- 
mocratic), Texan Smite 196672; 
Member, House of Representa- 
tives 1973-78; Lyndon B. John- 
son PubBc Service Professor, 

■ University of Texas, Austin 1979- 
82, Lyndon B. Johnson Centen- 
nial Chair in National Policy 
1982-96; died 17 January 1996. 


He was born in Cleveland 
and was an omnivorous reader 
(omnivorous in more senses 
than one - his friend Buck- 
minster Fuller described the 6ft 
3ia 21-stone Rosenberg as “his- 
tory’s most massive reader^. 
He first came to New York in 
the 1930s, wben he worked in 
the theatre. During the Second 
World War he was employed as 
a photo-analyst for the Office 
of Strategic Services and after- 
wards served as an official pho- 
tographer at the birth of the 
United Nations. In the 1960s he 


found his true calling as a lit- 
erary consultant for Metro- 
Go Jdwyn- Mayer, by whom he 
was engaged on account of his 
prodigious memory to check for 
plagiarism (a talent which led 
him to suggest, among other 
things, that Conan Doyle may 
have lifted simple sentences 
from translations made after his 
death of the works of German 
philosophers he had not read). 

His other essays and studies 
concentrated on characters such 
as Frankenstein (the subject of 
an article in Life magazine in 


1968), Herman Melville, St 
Nicholas, Perseus, Dr Albert 
Schweitzer, Lot’s wife, James 
Joyce, Medusa, and Sigmund 
Freud, but it is for his book on 
Sherlock Holmes - which was 
not so much “resurrection” as 
“desecration” - that he will be 
best remembered. 

Richard Lancelyn Green 

Samuel Rosenberg, writer bom 
Cleveland, Ohio 1910; married 
Angela Nizzardini (one daugh- 
ter); died New York 5 January 
1996 


Ian 

Dawson-Shepherd 


Ian Dawson-Sbepberd was per- 
haps the greatest campaigner 
and friend of cerebrally palsied 
people and ~their parents. 


tics Society, which be founded 
in 1 952, attitudes towards cere- 
bral palsy have changed dra- 
matically, so thatwhile before 
the 1950s it was rare even to see 
a person with cerebral palsy in 
public, they now have oppor- 
tunities everywhere in society. 

Dawson-Shepherd was born 
at Port Said, Egypt, the son of 
an official in the Colonial Ser- 
vice. He attended London Uni- 
versity and in 1939 joined the 
army. Commisrionea into the 
King’s Regiment (Liverpool), be 
was smirasyvroimded m North 
Africa and was invalided out of 
the 'Army in 1944. 

Shortly after the end of the 
Second World War, Dawson- 
Shepherd had a daughter, 
Rosemary, who was seventy dis- 
abled by cerebral palsy. The 
condition occurs wben the tiny 
part of the brain controlling 
movement has been damaged; 
each cerebrally palsied child is 
differently handicapped ac- 
cording to the number of brain 
cells damaged. Disabilities can 
range from total incapacity (all 
four limbs out of control, great 

difficulty with leaking) to just 
one side of the body being 
slightly affected. 

At the time, there was a 
chronic lack of information and 
support for parents of cerebrally 


the Spastics Society to fund a 
Paediatric Research Unit at 
Guy’s Hospital. This unit has 
pjxfvied a marked success in 
discovering reasons for many 
causes of cerebral palsy. 

Medical research was 

Daman-Shepherd's overriding 
concern. When he was in his 
mid-seventies - in failing health 
- and he felt that further re- 
search into the causes of neu- 
rological disorders was 

required, he started work all 
over again. In 1990, gathering 
together a group of eminent 
medical sdentists headed by the 
President of the World Feder- 
ation of Neurology, Professor 
Richard Marlandus, be formed 
the Little Foundation (named 
after Dr William little who first 
diagnosed “Spasticity” in the 
last century). The foundation is 
now lo oking to fund a £I00m re- 
search programme into causes 
of neurological disorders. 

like all great pioneers Ian 
Dawson-Shepherd could be 
dogmatic, difficult to deal with, 
but such was the measure of the 
man that all who knew Him re- 
spected and admired him. He 
was a fighter to the end, still ask- 
ing the almost impossible from 
aS around him. Shortly before 
his death he was seeking funds 
for yet another prqject, this time 
looking into the problems of nn- 


parents often felt was attached 
to file condition transtatedinto 
a tendency to. keep those with 
cerebral pais; out of sight. Em- 
ployment was not considered 
even -as a remote possibility. 

In the 1940s, parents with se- 
verely' disabled cerebrally 
palsied children at St Mar- 
garet's, Croydon, then the only 
school for such children in 
Britain; realised that-no provi- 
sion had been made for their, 
children’s further education. It 
was late in 1951 that Ian 
Dawson-Shepherd, together 
with two other parents, Alex 
Moir and Eric Hodgson, and 
Jean Garwood, a social work- 
er, began campaigning for some 
provision to be made. They 



prompted over 600 replies in 
three weeks. Dawson-Shepherd 
then called the parents togeth- 
er and they derided to campaign 
for schools, training and work 
centres. Their efforts resulted.; 
in thtHbjOTatkra m thetfeticmal 
Spastics Society fo; 1852. j- 

In spfteof disabilities brouj^bt 
about by war wounds, mid a 
stammer, Dawson-Shepherd 
was elected Chairman, and he . 
was undoubtedly the motivator 
who ensured the tremendous 
success that followed. From 
the moment he flung a £5 note 
on the table and issued a chal- 
lenge to raise a million pounds 
in five years. local groups of par- 
ents took up the cudgels and 
money flooded in. Vital services 
were provided; schools, resi- 
dential centres and work cen- 
tres were established; and as 
funds increased, social workers 
were employed to assist the 
eventual 250 local groups of par- 
ents and volunteers. Work train- 
ing, together with a campaign 
for placing in jobs, followed. 
Fund-raising was so successful 
that the total of £lm (fantastic 
in the 1950s) was reached in 
four and a half years. 

In spite of working as In- 
ternational Marketing Director 
of the drugs firm Aspro- 
Nicholas (he coined the adver- 
tising slogan “one degree 
under” for Aspro’s aspirin 
tablets), Dawson-Shepherd still 
found time in I960 to persuade 


Dawson-Shophenl: a fighter 

trition and its pre-natal effect , 
upon babies. j 

In 1995, under pressure from ! 
people with cerebral palsy who . 
objected to the negative atti- j; 
tudes which had become asso- : j 
dated with the word “spastic”, j 
the name of the Spastics Sod- i 
ety was changed to Scope. Typ- , J 
ically Dawson-Shepherd gave [ 

, themove djfcfull support. • J 

: > *: I am the-pertOn With tferebral j 
,r. palsy.- Jan Dawson-Shepherd • 
chose to' head the Spastics So- ; 
ciety campaign for jobs 
throughout Britain in the late 
1950s. He was a great iconoclast, ! 
and he had a great sense of hu- 
mour. never more so than 
when, in 1963, as a member of 
the original council 1 chased him 
through the snow to bring him 
back to a meeting after he had 1 
“resigned" because we had re- I 
fused to sanction an order for I 
6 million Christinas cards which \ 
he bad already placed. He 
thought this very tunny, espe- 
cially visualising me with my 
ungainly gait, and so did L 
He was married twice. His 
second wife Margaret K. Johns, 
the film producer, survives him 
as do five of his daughters, j 
Sadly, his disabled daughter, 
who was the sole reason for his 
work, died in 1986. 

William Hargreaves 

lan Douglas Dawson-Shepherd, 
charity worker bom Port Said, 
Egypt 23 September 1915; 
founder and chairman. Nation- 
al Spastics Society (Scope) 1951- 
60; mice married {five daughters, 
and one daughter deceased); 
died London 8 January 1996 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


DEATHS 

BATE: On fi January, in hospital. Regi- 
nald Francis Bale. (Reg]. aceU 73 
years. Funeral service. Si Peter's 
Church, Ealing. -9 January al 
11 JGam. Please, no flancn, but do- 
nations instead to John Groom's or 
Injured Jockos Fund. All enquiries 
lo R Ryan am) Daughter, telephone 
0lS!-5»>7 lt*4. 

FELLOWS: Howard Ahiyn, of 

Fcbtcdon 19%. suddenly 

but peacefully whilst on holiday. 
Husband ol the late Damn and « 
Maxjtarct. [alter of William. David. 
Nicholas and Andrew. A much- town! 
and devoted husband, fatter, step- 
father and grandfather who win be 
ut&y missed Funeral arrangements 
to he announced later. 

RASCHKh Fatima ( DawThounp May), 
aged S5. in Quincy, Pennsylvania, oa 
TUcsday 16 January. Beloved wife of 
the laic Burmese Muslim leader U 
Raschid. Indefatigable champion of 
the poor. Ihe sack and the onpraud: 
President of the National Council of 
Women in Burma. Mother of Mr Bi- 
lal RaxJiiiL architect, o( McLean, Vir- 
ginia. and Dr Salman Raschid, 
psychiatrist, of Hampstead. London. 
Greatly adored mother, grandmoth- 
er and pcat-crandranihet The jaruoa 
Iftmcral l wffl take place. God willinc . 
in KamchL Pakistan - where she wfll 
he laid to rest beside her husband. 
RtilunaiuBah-ahahmu: mav the mer- 
cy of God te upon [hem. For further 
information contact Mrs Rose 
Raschid (Daw Tin Tin 5ann) at the 
Burmese Section. BBC World Service. 
01 TI-IV? 25*5. 

For Garotte, please telephone Q 171-293 

201 1 or Cut 0171-293 2010. 


Birthdays 

Mr Desi Arnaz Jor, actor, 43; Mr Pe- 
ter Atkinson MP. 53; Miss Nina 
Haw den. novelist, 71; Mr Dewey 
Bunnell, rock musician. 45; The Earl 
of Carnarv on, honorary racing man- 
ager to the Queen. 72; Sir Jonathon 
Clarice, former circuit judge, 66; Mr 
Michael Crawford, actor and singer, 
54: Mr Bernard Dunstan. painter. 76: 
Mr Stefan Edbetg, tennis player, 30; 
Mr Rod Evans, rock singer, '51; Mr 
Phil Evcriy.rock singe t. 57; Ml Wal- 
ler Goldsmith, chairman. Better- 
ware, 58: Mr WjUiam Hayden, 
former chairman and dher executive, 
Jaguar, 67; Mr Hans Hotter, bass 
baritone. 87; Sir Aks Jarrart, former 
chairman. Smiths Industries, 72; Mr 
Richard Lester, film director. 64; 
Brigadier Helen Mecchie, former di- 
rector of the WRAC. 5S; Mr David 
Ncwbiggjng, chairman. Ivory & Sime. 
62: Mr Nigel Nicolson, former MP 
and author, 79; Mr Robert Palmer, 
rock singer and guitarist, 47; Miss 
Doth Partun, country music singer, 
50: Scnor Javier Ffcnez de Cuellar, for- 
mer Secretary-General of the UN, 76: 
Mr Bryan Pringle, actor. 61: Sir Si- 
mon Raitic, conductor, 41; Mr 
Charles Smith, managing director, 
Chevron UK. 66; Sir John Stanley 
MP, 54; Mr Dennis Taylor, snooker 
player, 47; Mr Gary Tilley M GP. 46; 
Mr David Tredennick MP, 46: The 
Earl of Wcmyss and March, former 
president. National Trust for Scot- 
land. 84. 

Anniversaries 

Births: James Wait, invemor of the 
modem condensing steam engine. 
1756: Edgar Allan Poe, author and 
poet, JS09; Paul Cezanne, painter. 
1839. Deaths: William Congreve, 
playwright. 1729; Pierrc-Joscph 
Proudhon, journalist and socialist, 


1865; Augustc-Ferdinoud Francois 
Mariette. Egyptologist, 1881. On 
thM(fcjy:KingEdwa/d Ql established 
the Order of the Garter, 1348; an ex- 
plosion occurred at Woolwich Arse- 
nal, the East London munitions 
factory, with 450 casualties, 1917; In- 
dira Gandhi became prime minister 
of India, 1966. Tbday is the Feast Day 
of Saints Aba chum and Audilax. St 
Albert or Cashel, St Canute IV of 
Denmark, St Charles of Sezze, St F2- 
lan or Foe lan, -St Germ ani cus, St 
Hctny of Uppsala, Saints Marius and 
Martha, St Mcssallna, St Nathalan 
and St Wulfstan. 

Lord O'Brien of 
Lothbury 

A service of thanksgiving for the life 
of Lord O’Brien of Lothbury GB£ 
PC FRCM will be be ki in the Chapel 
of the Order of the British Empire, 
the Ciypt, St Paul’s Cathedral, Lon- 
don EC4, at 11 JOam on Thursday 14 
March. Those attending are re- 
quested to Lake their seats by 
ll.lSam. For further information, 
please coni act the Assistant Secre- 
tary. Bank of England. 

Dr HL K. Prescat 

A rervire of thanksgiving for the life 
of KekaD Present will be h&W on Fri- 
day 23 February in Eton College 
Chapel at 2.45pm. 

Derek and Gwen 
Kixnber 

A Thanksgiving Service for Derek 
Barton Kimber QBE and Gwen 
Kunbcrwiti be held on Friday 9 Feb- 
ruary 199b al St Michael Paternos- 
ter Royal, College Street, London 
EC4, at 12 noon. 


Luncheons 

Foreign aad Comraonwealtli OfQce 
Mr Malcolm RHkmd QC MP. Sec- 
retary of State for Fbzeign and Com- 
monwealth Affaire, held a luncheon 
yesterday at 1 Carlton Gardens, 
London SW1, in honour of Mr Ali 
Ala tas, the Indonesian Foreign 
Minister. 

Dinners 

HM Government 

Mr lan Lang MP, President of the 
Board of Trade, was the host al a din- 
ner held yesterday at Lancaster 
House, London SW1, in honour of 
Mr Ali Alai as, Indonesian Foreign 
Minister. 

Synagogue services 

Details of synagogue services to be 
held tomorrow may be obtained by 
telephoning the following. Sabbath 
begins in London &t 4.12pm. 

United Straus 0171-387 4300. 
Federation of Synagogues: 0181-202 
2263. (J trios oT Liberal and Progres- 
sive Synagogues 0171-580 1 663. Re- 
form Synagogues Of Great Britain: 
0181-349 4731, Spanish and Por- 
tuguese Jews Congregation: 0171-289 
2573. New London Synagogue (Ma- 
sorti): 0171-328 1026. 


ROYAL ENOAGEMENTS 

Prises Sdnni, ChaBimn, tnKfOuUuiuJ Cna- 
cfl, il>c Etakc rtf Edinburgii'i Award lmefnttao- 

al Assocnbon. vatu Civikbar Coflejc io ram 

GBiKcpsnfciimttukI kadEast Carietat,Qjun- 
ty Mojo, helaotfc and a Ooimii bacnwUoo- 
st Cnnicfi, the Duke of EdUm^'i Anid 
IntcntOKitnJ ABOOBKtan. a re. 

nratiai Bad lunebeon u AOrionl CotUc, OMOty 

IitiwA Tfce fracas Royet vcnu tir Rc- 
jnbttc sf Iretaod 

Changing of the Guard 

The Hnadwtl Cmilre M o urned ReeWeni 
jnuuntt the Qmi < *LlIc£HiiiiJN Bent daanb, 
Uhl 


Pregnancy claim after vasectomy struck out 


Goodwill v Britigfa Pregnancy 
Advisory Service; Court of Appeal 
(Laid Justice peter Gibson, Lord 
justice Thorpe); 17 January 1996 

A doctor who advised a man, 
following a vasectomy; that the 
operation was successful and no 
contraception needed to be 
used to avoid pregnancy; did 
not owe a duty of care to the 
man's future sexual partner 

who was told of the advice, be- 
came pregnant and claimed 
financial loss. 

The Court of Appeal al- 
lowed an appeal by the defen- . 
dant, BPAS, and struck out the 
plain riff’s claim. 

In 1988 the plaintiff, a 40- 
year-old teacher who was di- 
vorced and had one son, 
commenced a sexual relation- 
ship wife a man who informed 
her that he had had a success- 
ful, vasectomy in 1984 arranged 
by BPAS who had advised him, 
after semen tests in 1985, that 
he no longer needed to use any 
method of contraception. The 
plaintiff consulted her own GP 
who told her that there was a 
minute chance of getting preg- 
nant. She ceased to use a con- 
traceptive coil In 1989 the 
vasectomy underwent sponta- 
neous reversal Ihe plain tiff be- 
came pregnant ana she gave 
birth to a daughter. 

The plaintiff brought pro- 
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ceedings against BPAS alleging 
that it was in breach of its duty 
of care to her in foiling to warn 
the man of the possibility of 


vise the use of contraceptive 
protection. She claimed dam- 
ages for financial loss. Jutfoe 
Paul Clark refused BPAS’s 
application to strike out the 


Roger Stewart (Reynolds Porter 
Chamberlain ) far BPAS: Cherie 
Booth OCfUnMlt) for the plaintiff. 

Lord Justice Peter Gibson said 
that the doctor who performed 
a vasectomy on a man could not 
realistically be described as 
employed to confer a benefit on 
the man’s sexual partners in the 
form of avoiding pregnancy. 
StiD less could he be so de- 
scribed when he was giving ad- 
vice on tests after the 
operation. ■ 

For the plaintiff to have a 
sustainable case in negligence 
for fmanriai loss arising from 
reliance on advice given by 


would be communicated to 
the plaintiff and relied on by 
her as a warranty of permanent 
infertility when she did not 
commence the sexual rela- 
tionship until three years later 
was not apparent It was not 
pleaded teal BPAS expected 
ammmnication of its advice to 
the man’s sexual partners nor 
that BPAS was alerted that 
the advice would be passed on 
to Sexual partners- 

It was not alleged nor could 
it reasonably be alleged that 
BPAS knew that its advice 
when communicated to the 
plaintiff was likely to be acted 
on by her without independent 
inquiry. BPAS could know 
nothing about (he likely course 
of action of future partners. 

BPAS was not in a sufficient 


relationship between the giver 
of the advice and the person 
who acted on it 
How BPA$ knew or should 
have known that its advice 


the plaintiff such as gave rise 
to a duty of care, It could not 
properly be said that BPAS vol- 
untarily assumed responsibili- 
ty to the plaintiff when giving 
advice to the man. At that 
time, she was not an existing 
partner but was merely, like any 
other woman in the^ world, a po- 
tential future sexual partner of 
his, that is a member of an in- 
determinately large class of 


females who might have sexu- 
al relations with the man 
during his lifetime. 

It was impossible to believe 
that the policy of the law was 
or should be to treat so tenu- 
ous a relationship between the 
adviser and the advisee as giv- 
ing rise to a duty of care. 

It was beyond belief that in 
ceasing to use any contracep- 
tive method, the plaintiff was 
induced ty and relied on Ihe 
man’s bare assertion to her that 
he had had a vasectomy and 
could not have any children, 
gK^n that she only removed her 
contraceptive coil after t aking 
advice from her GP. She took 
the risk that there was a small 
possibility of pregnancy. 

The plaintiff's daim would 
be struck out. 

Lord Justice Thorpe, con- 
curring, said that the plaintiff 
was no nearer the doctor ad- 
viser than one who some three 
and half years after the oper- 
ation commenced a sexual re- 
iatfonship wilh his patient The 
class to which the plaintiff be- 
longed was potentially excessive 

in size and uncertain in char- 
acter. The adviser’s state of 
knowledge militated against 
the plaintiff. Finally the 
plaintiff failed the test of 
reliance. 

YUig Hoi tan. Barrister 
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news analysis 




Stakeholding is this week’s buzzword. Is it really a departure, or just a new recipe for old ingredients, asks Yvette Cooper 


Q : Why is everyone suddenly so 
obsessed with “stakeholdim^" 
Because 10 days ago Labour leader 
Tony Blair launched it as his Big Idea. 
Addressing businessmen in Singa- 
pore, he said: “The economics of die 
centre and centre left today should 
be geared to the creation of the stake- 
holder economy, which involves all 
our people, not a privileged few." 

Labour’s spin doctors announced 
that stakeholding would be the 
theme for the genera] election cam- 
paign. Conservative Central Office 
launched a counter-attack. Last night 
in Derby. Blair made another speech 
about it and further announcements 
are planned in coming months 

Q. So what does it mean? 

That s the problem; no one is quite 
sure. 

Q. WeD Blair must be dear about it. 
He says so, but most people are still 
puzzled. Blair said it was a unifying 
theme for Labour policies, many of 
them already well known. Gordon 
Brawn, the Shadow Chancellor, says 
it's about giving people opportuni- 
ties to work and to get training. 
Majorie Mowlam, Labours North- 
ern Ireland spokeswoman, said 
stake hoi ding just meant an economy 
based around “people”. 

Q It sounds very vague. Is there any 
meat? 

Yes. There are lots of specific ideas 
and policies about the economy, the 
way that companies run, the way the 
welfare slate operates and our role 


as citizens and consumers. All these 
ideas can lay claim to the term 
“stakcholding”. 

Q- Where did it all start? 

The Oxford English Dictionary 
doesn't shed much light on the ori- 
gins of slakeholding. It describes a 
stakeholder as a bookmaker - “an 
independent party with whom each 
of those who makes a wager deposits 
the money”. A more evocative 
image of a stakeholder is one of the 
brave New World settlers, staking 
out their territory and building new 
lives. Having a stake means owning 
something and being able to decide 
what to do with it. 

The term has become fashionable 
recently partly because the term 
“stakeholder capitalism” was popu- 
larised by Will Hutton, the 
Guardian ' s assistant editor, in his 
best selling book The State We're In. 
Other exponents of similar ideas 
include John Kay, chairman of Lon- 
don Economics, and Charles Handy, 
the management guru, who have 
applied the idea to the way compa- 
nies work. They say successful com- 
panies do not just serve their share- 
holders, but they also look after 
everyone who has a stake in the 
company’s success: workers, man- 
agers, customers and suppliers as 
well as shareholders. 

Q. So Blair pinched the idea from 
management books? 

No Blair's version of slakeholding 
includes ideas picked from ail over 
the place, and he has been mulling 


over it for a long time. In his lead- 
ership manifesto 18 months ago he 
lamented that social cohesion and a 
sense of responsibility was under- 
mined when millions did not have a 
stake in society. 

Blair is using the stakeholding as 
a phrase - not a catchy one - to sum 
up these ideas. The first is that gov- 
ernment polity must be aimed at giv- 
ing everyone opportunities to work, 
to leant, to train and to improve 
themselves. That gives them a stake 
in society. The second theme is that, 
in return, people must take more 
responsibility for themselves. Stake- 
holding is meant (o encourage 
people to stand on their 
own two feeL It is not 
meant to be a 
recipe for more 
stale interven- 
tion. 

In Sin- 


gapore Blair said: “If people feel 
they have no stake in society, they 
feel little responsibility towards it 
and little inclination to work for it's 
success.” 

Q. It still sounds very waffly, what 
does it mean in practice? What 
would stakeholding mean for the 
economy? 

The first thing Blair means by it. is 
tackling unemployment: giving peo- 
ple a stake in the economy, on this 
count, basically means giving them 
a job. And Labour has a long list of 



policies for the long-term unem- 
ployed and the young unemployed, 
ranging from new training to subsi- 
dies to private employers tbat take 
them on. If Labour's policies could 
really achieve all they promise, a 
stakeholder economy would be one 
in which no young person remained 
without training or work - and 
hence without a stake - for more 
than six months. 

Q. Jobs. Is that all? What about giv- 
ing people a greater stake in the 
company that employs them? 
Stakeholding can mean anything 
from good communication to shar- 
ing the financial spoDs through 
employee share-ownership schemes 
or workers councils, depending 
on how radical you are. John 
Lewis, the retailer, is probably 
the best known model of a 
what a pure “stakeholder” 
company might be like: it’s 
a partnership that is largely 
owned by its employees. 
And there are smaller firms 
such as Baaa, the boiler 
manufacturers, in which 
100 per cent of shares are 
owned by employees. 

Labour doesn't want all 
companies to be like this, 
but it does want them to 
involve more of their work- 
ers through share owner- 
ship. Yesterday, for example, 
Alistair Darling, Labour’s City 
spokesman, was promoting 
Employee Share Ownerhsip Plans. 
Labour is looking at bow employees 
might exert more influence oyer 
their investments in companies 
through pension fimds, by making 
the funds account more openly for 
the decisions they make. 


of the company as a community" 

Q. Sounds flue, but surely it wfll just 
let theUrade Unions in through the 
back door? 

Some union leaders might see it that 
way and in the past week the Con- 
servatives have alleged that stake- 
holding is just a disguise for a return 
to corporatism. Dr Brian Mawhin- 
ney, the Conservative Party chair- 
man, described it as “a deal under 
which Labour’s old friends in the 
trade union movement would get 
back aD foe power and privileges they 
abused in the Seventies”. Blair and 
Brown deny this. Brown said this 
week: “A stakeholder Britain is not 
a statist Britain ... Tony Blair and I 
have made it absolutely dear that we 
will not go back to the old corporatist 
agenda." The new stakeholders that 
Labour wants to appeal to are indi- 
viduals rather than institutions. 

Q. Is the idea confined to the econ- 
omy and business? 

Bar from it. If anything, the most 
detailed policy proposals that Blair 
includes in the stakeholder theme 
are about the reform of the welfare 
state and education. Next month he 
will make a speech about what stake- 
holding will mean for people’s polit- 
ical rights. The dearest example of 
a stakeholding Labour policy is the 
idea of an “individual learning 
account", shortly to be outlined by 
Education spokesman David Bhuv 
kett. The account would be a way of 
showing people, perhaps through 
vouchers to spend on training, what 
each individual was entitled to in 
adult education. This would allow 
them more choice over where and 
when to learn. The Labour idea is 
that this would give people more of 
a sense of ownership over their edu- 
cation, rather than passively con- 
suming whatever the state provides. 

Q. What would a stakeholder wel- 
fare state look like? 

Labour’s Social Security spokesman 
Chris Smith is reported to be con- 
sidering some radical ideas drawn 
from the Ear East At its most waffly 
this could mean people feeling more 
attached to the welfare state in the 
way they feel proud of the NHS. But 


there is a hard edge to the idea. It 
is that if people claim benefits, they 
must give something back to society. 
Labour accepts that long-term 
dependence on benefits is demor- 
alising and self-perpetuating. It 
wants to use the benefits system to 
encourage people to become more 
self-reliant. So, for instance, unem- 
ployed people below the age of 25 
would be offered several options for 
work and training if they were to 
continue getting benefits. If they 
turned these down, benefits would 
be cut. 

Another idea is about pensions. 
Some Labour modernisers believe 
that the state should legislate to 
encourage people to save to cover 
periods of unemployment and pro- 
vide for their old age. The general 
principle is that the state should 
encourage individuals to make the 
right choices about their pensions 
and their education, rather than to 
step in to do the job for them. 

Q. What about our stake in the polit- 
ical system? 

Blair has said little about this, 
although he intends to make a 
speech on stakeholding and consti- 
tutional reform next month. Giving 
everyone a real political stake means 
allowing people to participate more 
directly in political derision-maJdng: 
it could mean anything from greater 
regional democracy to more 
referendums. 

Q. So does stakeholding amount to 
a new departure or is just a way of 
dressing up existing policies. 

Most of foe ideas Blair is talking 
about usmg the stakeholder idea are 
veiy familiar . He hopes slakeholding 
wQJ provide more coherence to exist- 
ing themes and policies. The concept 
of “stakeholding" alone fails lo 
answer the important questions 
about whether Labour is fit to gov- 
ern. Will Labour reform the welfare 
state and restrain public spending? 
Will it deliver on its low tax pledges? 
Does it really believe in the market 
and how much will it use Lhc slate to 
intervene? The terminology of stake- 
holding doesn’t help us answer any 
of these questions, it is largely just a 
different way of discussing them. 



Darcy was in 
denial, OK? 

Jane Austen, according to the 
movie magazine Premiere, is 
now seen in Hollywood as the 
19th-century equivalent of 
Quentin Tarantino. Presumably, 
they envisage such magic 
moments as Dancy resplendent 
in sunglasses and zoot suit 
telling Elizabeth: “Your mother 
is lacking in wit. I shall with your 
permission waste foe bitch." 

Hollvwood film -makers are. 


McGrath offers a novel rea- 
soning for Americans colonising 
Austen on film. “The people of 
Woody Allen and Jane Austen 
are not so far apart,” he says. 
‘They are all dlite, comfortable 
people, socially conscious and 
representing the wit of the time 
rather than foe action. You don’t 
have to have read Jane Austen 
to understand the social habits. 
The story is all about life.” 
Emma as a Woody Allen 
film? Wfell, Mr Knightley is a lot 
older than F-mma. He thought 
be had a lot to teach her, yet 



preth Pattrow: star in an, ei; Woody Alien-style Emma 


:ms, falling over each other 
dapt the Austen oeuvre, 
blonde American starlet 
nelh Paltrow is soon to star 
e brunette. Fnglish Emma, 
:ted by Douglas McGrath, 
riter of the Woody Allen 
Bullets Over Broadway . 


underneath he is a little unsure 
of himselt And the country 
rfonring scenes could always 
be modified to a jazz quintet 
But foe McGrath film might yet 
hit a major snag. There is no 
record of Mr Knightley going 
into analysis. 


Heroes only 

A question. Who are “Saxon- 
Nonnan thugs”? Why, the Gov- 
ernment of course, according 
to the Four Weddings and a 
Funeral actor Kenneth Griffith, 
who will be in Cardiff tonight 
to address a Sinn Fean rally. “As 
a Welsh democrat I am going 
to Cardiff to state very firmly 
that Britain is entirely in the 
wrong and Sinn Fein is entirely 
in the right,’’ he tells me 
earnestly. 

Griffith, whose cameo in 
Four Weddings is in the fast list 
as “mad old man”, has asked 
Gerry Adams in advance of 
tonight’s meeting if he can join 
Sinn Fein. Adams told him: 
“Ybn don’t have to join. Yon are 
already a member of the 
Republican family.” 

As a director, Griffith rlanns 
“only to filmy about 

heroes”. His Sixties film Bang 
Out Tbur Brightest Colours, about 
the IRA’s founding father, 
Michael Coffins, was banned for 
21 years. As well as Collins, his 
heroes’ gallery includes the 
unlikely gathering of Thomas 
Paine, Nehrn and Zola Budd. 


That figures 

Peter Brainvels, the diminutive 
former MP for Leicester, who 
once notoriously volunteered to 
be the public hangman, has 
already shot himself in foe fool 
in his new rale as Conservative 
parliamentary candidate for 
the Wrelrin- 

Yesterdav he delivered his 


1 1th press release of the year, 
on the subject of local unem- 
ployment, which be said had 
fallen. “This latest drop in 
unemployment figures is good 
news for the people ofWrekin, 
employers and employees alike, 
for the county of Shropshire 
and for the country,” he main- 
tained on local radio. 

Listeners at Lhe Central 
Office of Information, how- 
ever, were mystified. Unem- 
ployment figures for the 
Wrelrin have actually gone up, 
no matter how many ways you 
slice the area up. 

“The figures have risen from 
3,622 in November to 3,654 
now," a spokesman said yes- 
terday. “We found what Brnin- 
vels had to say most amusing.” 

The man himself sticks tty his 
calculations. “1 am not wrong," 
he maintain ed with supreme 
confidence. 

Noakes poke 

Shep, the trusted companion of 
John Noakes, the former Blue 
Peter presenter, may have 
barked his last some years bade, 
but his master is suddenly active 
on all fronts. Not only has 
Noakes at the age of 62 
recorded his first single, “Sheep 
Dip Disco", which features his 
lender rebuke to foe late sheep- 
dog. “Get down, Shep!” - he 
has also signed up for the Gov- 
ernment and is fronting an 
advertising campaign for foe 
DTI's “Smart" competition, 
which awards money to small 
businesses to help produce 
innovative product ideas. 



Go with Noakes: he's cheap 

Here, I have to tell him, he may 
have been fleeced. A DTI 
spokesman cheerily confided to 
me: “We paid John less than 
the going rate." 


Page 31 girls 

How to insult a girl withont 
really trying: the Daily Express 
flagged on its front page yes- 
terday: “Your Practical Guide 
to Plastic Surgery”, page 31. 
Itarn to page 31 and there is a 
full-page spread on Channel 
4’s The Girlie Show vrith a glam- 
orous photograph of Its three 
stars, one of whom is holding 
op her blouse to draw attention 
to her bosom. 

This, I respectfully assume, 
is not the practical guide to 
plastic surgery, which in tact 
turns op elsewhere in the 
paper. 

Can a girl sue because of a 
foulty cross-reference? Case 
law is silent on this. 

Eagle Eye 


Generation Why 

by Tony Reeve and Steve Way 
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Old ghosts Blair 
must lay to rest 


T ony Blair is trying hard to make vot- 
ers feel safe. Last night in a speech in 
Derby he addressed the deep insecurities 
that people across aD classes feel about los- 
ing their jobs, poverty in old age and crime. 
The balm he offered was his “stakeholder 
economy", which he summed up as “a 
strong cohesive society in which the indi- 
vidual can thrive". 

It was a short, vague speech that 
offered little detail. Mr Blair's alleged big 
idea has a warm, reassuring feel, this 
notion that everyone should be included 
and given opportunities. The trouble is 
that it also provokes insecurities of an 
entirely different kind. Those worries are 
that this talk of stakeholding merely dis- 
guises old-fashioned Labour policies and 
that it will be used by the trade unions to 
get back some of the powers they lost in 
the 1980s. 

Mr Blair needs to dispel those doubts 
if the message of “stakeholding” - how- 
ever vague and convoluted - is to get 
through to the average, middle-income 
voters he wants to woo. It was their swing 
to Margaret Thatcher that put the Tories 
into power, and it is their disillusionment 
with the Conservatives today that could 
let Mr Biair into Downing Street 
Many of these voters, particularly in 
the south, were won over by Thatch- 
erism's message of competition and the 
survival of the fittest, the offer of choice 
and the call to rely more on themselves 
and less on the state. In the Nineties that 
dream has turned sour. Managers, bank 
workers, professionals - they have all felt 
the chill of redundancies. House prices 
plunged. The middle classes have become 
fearfol. 

So today everyone - even the Labour 
party - may accept that the rigours of 
global competition arc inescapable, even 
desirable. We cannot turn the clock back 


via nationalisation or protectio nism But 
this creed of the High ties is no longer 
enough. People want to know there is a 
way to recover if they become casualties 
of change. They want to be able tQ pick 
themselves up, dust themselves down, 
learn a new stall. 

Mr Blair is offering some answers. For 
example, yesterday he spoke of "individ- 
ual learning accounts", a sum which peo- 
ple could save with the state's help but 
then choose themselves how to spend on 
their own training. Individual ownership 
- be it of training or pensions - rather than 
state paternalism, seems to be the healthy 
direction of Mr Blair’s thinking 

But he has not fuDy realised bow his 
party still scares those he wants to reas- 
sure. Those middle-class voters he culti- 
vates are easily frightened that La bom- 
favours old-style Seventies corporatism 
and a resurgence of union power. 

These fears were dismissed last night 
Mr Blair declared that the stakeholder 
economy “is not about giving power to 
corporations or unions or interest 
groups. It is about giving power to you, 
the individual.” 

He may be sincere in his protestations. 
But his supporters are less convincing. 
This week, Michael Meacher, Labour’s 
employment spokesman, talked about 
“social and economic partnerships”, 
which sounded suspiciously like the old- 
style corporatism that smothered enter- 
prise. John Monks, the TUC leader, 
thinks stakeholding will underpin union 
collective bargaining. Mr Blair heads a 
party in which many have yet to be con- 
verted to Blairism. Only when voters are 
convinced that New Labour has com- 
pletely buried its past, will Mr Blair be 
able adequately to address middle-class 
insecurity. And that is the key to the gen- 
eral election. 


■ LETTERS TO THE EDITOR ■ 

Al-Masari’s Islamic beliefs, values and goals I The place of Greece in Europe 


Mr Robinson’s 
Forte flutter 


From Professor Mohammed 
al-Masari 

Sir In her attempt to prove me 
a "viper” whom feminists and 
atheists like her can “tolerate" 
only through “gritted teeth", 
Polly Toynbee distorts my views, 
my character, misquotes and 
quotes out of context my remarks 
and thus misleads your readers 
(“'Why Mr Masari is good for us", 
18 January). 

She shows me apparently 
admiring Khomeini - whom I 
a dmir e only in as much as he 
mobilised 5 million people 
against the dictatorship - while I 
made abundantly dear to her that 
we oppose Khoxneini-ism as a 
methodology and would never 
replicate Us theocracy in our 
own country. 


But I am fighting for an elected 
and accountable government m 
Arabia - chosen by men and 
women - which will make the 
laws of the country, which will be 
implemented by an independent 
judiciary and wi D be criticised by 
a free press, free labour unions 
and free associations. 

The regime 1 fight by fax and 
by telephone is accountable to no 
one, elected by no one. loots its 
own country’s wealth and imple- 
ments its twisted arbitrary and 
repressive version of Shana law 
without legal basis or moral legit- 
imacy. Which should British lib- 
erals and progressives prefer? 
Yours sincerely, 

Mohammed al-Masari 
London, SWl 
18 January 


/"^erry Robinson, chief executive of the 
U Granada Group, has a nose for trou- 
ble. Eighteen months ago he won control 
of London Weekend Television, ousting 
the popular chief executive Greg Dyke 
and freeing up an unwilling Sir Christo- 
pher Bland for an eventual role as the next 
chairman of the BBC. Both the bid and 
the way it was conducted left a nasty taste 
in many mouths. People wanted to know 
why u successful management team was 
dumped by institutional investors who 
could not be sure of the consequences. 

Today Mr Robinson is locked in the 
final stages of a battle for the Forte 
Group, with its chief executive Sir Rocco 
Forte resisting Granada's claims that 
Forte is a badly managed “sleeping giant" 
that only Granada’s managerial kiss can 
fully awake. 

Sir Rocco's friends and supporters 
retort that Granada's bid will leave it bur- 
dened with nearly £4bn of debt, and it will 
be forced to sell off the best parts of a 
business that has been painstakingly 
assembled over the years. The bid is lit- 
tle more than an asset-stripping operation, 
launched by a management with a suc- 
cessful but short track record. 

Forte, by contrast, is a name to conjure 
with. Many who respect the achievement 
of Sir Rocco’s father, a poor Glaswegian 
who pulled hims elf up mom nothing, are 
appalled by the way this could be dis- 
mantled on the say-so of one or two large 
pension-fund managers. By next Tuesday 
tve will know who las finally prevailed. 


There is little room for sentiment in the 
City- Indeed, Charles Forte himself 
exploited this in the past. His business 
grew most prodigiously through its 
takeover of Trusthouse in the Sixties. 
Then most of the charges being levelled 
at Mr Robinson today were aimed at the 
Fortes: they were the new arrivals intent 
on taking over a venerable company. 

There is no public interest at stake in 
this bid. Even though service-sector com- 
panies are far more important than they 
were to the economy. Forte does not rank 
as a national asset. It has Lost the support 
of the Q'ty in recent yeans because its fam- 
ily management responded too slowly to 
calls for higher returns. 

However, none of this means the bid 
reflects well on Granada, or the Gty itself 
where advisers, PR men and merchant 
bankers have been raking in huge fees. 
Did the pension funds who are selling out 
to Granada do as much as they could to 
pressurise Forte to change more quickly? 
It seems unlikely. 

But the man who really has to worry is 
Mr Robinson. His strategy has twisted and 
turned as the bid has progressed. Granada 
will be very highly geared and, as a result, 
very vulnerable if he should win. Mr Rob- 
inson may well have overplayed his hand 
and offered over the odds for Forte in a 
show of managerial machismo. 

If that is so, he will probably pay for his 
overambition at the hands of nis own 
shareholders and the entire bid will have 
been a fiasco. 


In an apparent picture of a 

rake's progress, she distorts, my Prom Ms Zanna Choudry 
own family life in a most insult- Sir. Mohammed al-Masari is 
ing way, for example accusing me incorrect in stating that “fMus- 
of “creating” single-parent fam- lim] women must submit to sex 
flies around the globe. The truth with their husbands at any time. 


is that my wives already had chiL . m ary manner”- Oral and anal sex 
dren when I married them; ‘ are completely forbidden accord- 


before I had children of my own.- 

As for the rest of her anti- 
Islamic prejudices - a shockingly 
acceptable form of racism among 
some Western liberals - our 
organisation is unashamedly 
Islamic and it follows that we wish 
to see an Islamic system of law in 
Arabia. 

Have faith in 
the second boat 

From Mr D. B. Price 
Sir Your correspondents’ views 
on the certainties of Heaven and 
Hell as the Church of England 
might have us believe it reminds 
me of a former vicar of St David’s 
Church, Brecon, South Whies. 

Canon John Simons (his son 
Glyn became Bishop of Uandaff) 
was known in the town as “Canon 
Simons Second Boat". This was 
on account of his frequently 
expressed view that only “his" 
people went to Heaven. Chapel 
people had little hope though he 
did hold out a faint possibility 
that they might arrive by the 
“second boat". 


ing to Islamic law. Furthermore 
the wife has as much right to sex- 
ual satisfaction as her husband 
(Imam al Ghazali) - The Muslim 
Marriage Guide by Ruqaiyyah 
Maqsood (Quffliam Press). 

May I quote from the Prophet 
Mohamed’s last sermon: 

Hear me well! You bave rights 


My fatheT, chapel not Church 
of England, was then gravely fll. 
John Simons deepjy regretted 
that he could give him no assur- 
ance that be would get to Heaven 
but did grudgingly concede that 
be might well get on that second 
boat This, I believe, was because 
my father pruned his roses most 
skilfully. Well, would a man who 
could prune a rose really be 
denied entry to the Kingdom of 
Heaven! 

I have long pondered on the 
strange fact that educated and 
intelligent men - and the canon 
was both - could believe such 
nonsense. But they can, and do. 
Yours faithfully 
D. B. Price 

Salisbury Green, Hampshire 
16 January 


Fergie’s pounds lighter after our lunch 


TJ copie who don't know that I write 
I for the Independent sometimes 
ask me what I do for a living. 

I don't mind that- 

Unfortunately, some people who do 
know that I write for the Independent 
also ask me what I do for a living. 

What they actually say is, “Surely 
iL doesn’t take you all day to write one 
small column?" 

And they are quite right I have 
another job which is entirely separate 
from my newspaper work. 

I spend a lot of my time as inde- 
pendent financial adviser to the 
Duchess of York. 

When she first came to me, I have 
to admit the case looked hopeless. 
She wanted to know how to make sav- 
ing, how to make ends meet and bow 
to balance budgets - in brief, she 
wanted to know how to turn over a 
new leaf and be a new slimmer, bud- 
get-conscious Fergie. 

“Forget it,” 1 told her. “Scrimping 
and saving never helped anyone. 
What you need is a plan. A big plan. 
A master plan! - 

“What kind of master plan?” she 
asked, staring up in rather pathetic 
awe at the masterful pair of accoun- 
tant's spectacles I had bought spe- 
cially for the occasion. 

"You are not spending enough," I 
told her. “You must either spend a lot 



less - which is dreary in the extreme 
- or a lot, lot more, which is fun.” 
“But if I spend more, I shall go 
bankrupt!” she said. 

I smiled in a tiresomdy know- 
ledgeable sort of way. 

“AH the best people are on the 
verge of bankruptcy," I said. “The 
United Nations is hopelessly in debt. 
The Tory party is millions in debt. 
Imelda Marcos is desperately in debt 
The United States of America is des- 
perately in debt Are any of them 
going out of business? I think not Are 
they doing rather well? I think so." 
“Well, what should 1 do?” 

“Let’s have lunch and talk about it.” 
“Where?" 

“Somewhere in the Caribbean?" I 
suggested. 

Her eyes brightened. I was obvi- 
ously her sort of financial adviser. But 
I have often found that it is hardly 
worth taking a client out to lunch if 


you have only the lunch bill to show 
the tax people for it Lunch in St Kitts, 
£60; transport from office to lunch 
and back, £600, that's my kind of 
expenses claim. 

“So what I suggest is this,” I said 
to her, as we toyed with our shark 
steaks in the poshest restaurant in 
Roseau, unassuming capital of the 
island of Dominica, which lies enti- 
cingly between the French islands of 
Martinique and Guadeloupe. “I sug- 
gest that you embark on a mammoth 
spending spree.” 

"It sounds wonderful,” she said. 
“But won’t 1 end up a hostage to the 
media? To my mother-in-law? Tb the 
Duke of York? Tb shoe shops every- 
where? To you?” 

“On the contrary," I said. “They 
will all be hostages to you. A person 
who owes more than £lm cannot be 
touched.” 

“They will try to bring me down,” 
she said. 

“They tried to bring Saddam Hus- 
sein down,” I said. “The whole world 
has inflicted sanctions on Saddam 
Hussein to drive him penniless out of 
office. He is unmoved. He is stronger 
than ever.” 

“Are you trying to tell me that it is 
safer to ewe money than to possess it?” 
she said, looking for the comforting 
truth in my enigmatic grey eyes, 


“Not very long ago," I said, “I was 
financial adviser to the Church of 
England. It nearly went bankrupt 
through property speculation and is 
now just as strong as ever. President 
Clinton tells me that at the rate his 
legal fees are mounting np, be may 
be bankrupt come autumn. Nick 
Leeson ... 

“Nick Leeson!" said Fergie. “He 
isn't much of an example. Barings 
Bank went bankrupt and it didn't help 
them much." 

“Pardon me," I said, “but Barings 
Bank is just as strong as ever. It has 
just changed owners, that’s alL Inci- 
dentally, what bank do you use?” 
“Coutls," she said. “Are you sug- 
gesting thaL I could do for Courts what 
Nick Leeson did for ... T 
“Well, these are early days," I said. 
“Good heavens, is that the time? I 
must be back in the office tomorrow. 
We bad better drift down to the air- 
port But I have some business to do 
in Dominica first ...” 

“You have clients here?" she said. 
“I have been asked informally by 
the British government to sound out 
the possibility of a Saudi Arabian gen- 
tleman moving here. No big deal ..." 

Readers must have caught my 
drift by now. Anybody needing top 
level financial advice knows where to 
turn to ... 


Over your wives and they bave 
rights over youl 

Thank you very much on 
behalf of the thousands of Mus- 
lim women and girls we counsel 
each year. 

Yours sincerely, 

Zarina Choudry 
Administrator 
Muslim Women's Helpline 
Wembley. London 
17 January 

From Mr Mehdi Hasan 
Sin Polly Toynbee asserts that 
“we may detest everything that 
Mr Masari stands for”, even 
though she is no more of a rep- 
resentative for the British public 
than Mr Masari is for the Mus- 
lim community. His views on 
divorce (“it is a Very good thing" ) 
are totally un-Islamic, as Prophet 
Mohamed said on several occa- 
- sions: “Of all the lawful things, 
the one that God dislikes the 
most is divorce". 

Mr Masari also claims that a 
Muslim wife should stay at home 
with the children, forgetting that 
Mohamed's wife Khadija owned 
one of Arabia's most successful 
businesses. Such misguided, sex- 
ist views are probably the reason 
he is twice divorced.' 

Yours sincerely, 

Mehdi Hasan 
Harrow. Middlesex 
17 January 

The price of 
a little mould 

From Mr Kevin Brown 
Sir. I was interested to read 
about the sale at Sotheby’s of a , 
slide with a sample of a descen- 
ded of Alexander Fleming’s 
original Pen id Ilium notatum j 
mould for £15,000 (“Fleming I 
treasure” 15 January). The price j 
reached reflects the continued | 
interest in artefacts with even a 
peripheral connection with I 
Fleming. 

What cannot be given such an i 
arbitrary valuation is the actual ! 
discovery in a small, musty, dusty 
laboratory here at St Mary’s I 
Hospital, Paddington, in 1928, a 
chance discovery by a great mind i 
prepared for the unusual that 
ushered in the antibiotic age in 
medicine and has saved count- 1 
less lives and improved the qual- 
ity of others. The importance of 
the discovery of penicillin is 
beyond price, and surely is more 
valuable than a slide kept in a 
hat box. 

Yours, 

Kevin Brown 
Trust Archivist 

Alexander Fleming Laboratory 
Museum Curator 
St Mary’s Hospital 
I London, W2 
17 January 

Delia’s frugal days 

Bom Dr Ruth Bryant 
Sin With reference to Louise 
Levene's article (17 January) 
concerning “Delia’s budget col- 
lection" proposals, I have a 
paperback by Delia Smith called 
Frugal Food published in 1976 
and -full of exactly the sort of 
economical but delicious recipes 
she proposes -very useful when 
first married! 

Yours sincerely, 

Ruth Bryant 
Rugby 
17 January 

Post letters to Letters to the 
Editor, and Include a daytime 
telephone number. (Fax: 0171- 
293 205 6; e-mail: letters® 
indcpcodcoLco.uk) Letters may 
be edited for length and clarity. 


From Ms Despina Christodoulou 
Sir How unsurprising to read yet 
another wholesale condemna- 
tion of Greece in the British 
press. According to Andrew 
Gumbel’s pseudo-sociological 
analysis (“An end to the Greek 
Myth”, 17 January), Greece is 
“primitive", “undisciplined", a 
“fiefdom" of nepotism and cor- 
ruption. where orgies of violence 
are commonplace, surviving only 
through the generous European 
Union funds that it squanders. 

True, Greece is quite unlike 
the rest of Europe, but herein 
likes its strength. Greece's Byzan- 
tine and Ottoman pasts provide 
Greece with a cultural make-up 
and “mental geography" shared 
by much of the region but inac- 
cessible to the rest of the EU. 

Greece has an invaluable 
insight into the psychological 
aspects of the new nationalisms 
springing np in the nether regions 
of Europe - Chechnya and Bos- 
nia being good examples. And, 
with the Balkans on track for 
recovery, Greece is due to 
become a regional powerhouse. 
This is where a “strategy" for 
Greece lies - to put it cynically, 
as Europe’s outpost in the East. 
But first the rest of Europe must 
learn to appreciate Greece and 
its idiosyncrasies a little more. 
Yours sincerely, 

D. Christodoulou 
Cambridge 
18 January 

From Professor Roderick Beaton 
Sin Andrew Gumbel attributes to 
Andreas Papandreou the breath- 
taking achievement, for a prime 


minister of Greece, of seeming 
EU funding for a bridge between 
the European and Asiatic shores 
of Turkey (“across the Helles- 
pont”). In sober fact, the Rio- 
Antirrio bridge, if it is ever built, 
will span the mouth of the Golf 
of Corinth, the waterway in which 
the armies of Christendom and 
Islam clashed in the-year I573-, 
causing Miguel de Cervantes to 
lose an arm and take np writing 
as a career. 

More seriously, in his eager- 
ness to attribute all the political, 
social and economic flis of 
Greece to the agency of one 
man, Mr Gumbel’s searing.con- 
demnation of the “towering per- 
sonality of Greek politks over the 
past 15 years” gives your readers 
no faint of the feet that for three 
of these years, from 1990 to 1993, 
Greece 'was 'governed by the 
opposing, right-wing New Demo- 
cracy Party under the; premier- 
ship of Constantine Mitsofekis, 
and for another yem( 1989-90) by 
an ail-party coalition. 

Tfrbry the blame for all the per- 
ceived uls of Greece today on one 
man is to perpetuate the most 
dangerous and absurd of all the 
myths on which the electoral suc- 
cess of Papandreotfs Pasok move- 
ment and the cross-party emotion 
surrounding his departure from 
political life are alike founded, 
namely thatldiat, e’estmoi. 
Yours faithfully, 

Roderick Beaton 
Department of Byzantine 
and Modem Greek Studies 
Krug's College 
London, WC2 
18 January 


No pastiche for The Pope as a 

Paternoster stakeholder 


From Mr Read Fisher 
Sin We should have the courage 
to develop Paternoster Square in 
a contemporary style or indeed 
in contemporary styles, repre- 
senting the diversity and vigour 
of modem design. There is no 
reason why the site needs to be 
developed in a uniform way. 
Piecemeal development has 
characterised its history and 
would certainly be more truly 
reflective of the nature of the 
place than monolithic neo-clas- 
sical pastiche. 

And the ay that anything sur- 
rounding a “classic" building 
roust be “in sympathy” with it is 
generally only tbe cry of the 
effete. The juxtaposition of dare 
College and King's College 
Chapel, for example, has itself 
become a model vista but both 
are Lbe essence of their awn peri- 
ods. Harmony and proportion 
can be achieved without cutesy 
replication of the style of another 
era. 

Yours sincerely, 

Paul Fisher 

London, W2 i 

12 January 

From Mr G. C. Turie 

Sir It strikes me that the rede- 

nccds a special feature to^ocus 
attention and make it a worthy 
site for tourists to visiL A source 
of interest would be created tty 
the erection of a tower clock 
comparable in style to the dock 
in St Mark's Square in Venice. 

Twelve ex-prime ministers' 
statuettes, armed with a hammer, 
would rotate to strike the time. In 
the case of Mrs Thatcher the 
hammer would be dispensed with 
and a handbag substituted 
instead. 

Yours sincerely, 

G. C-Turle 
Canterbury, Kent 
17 January 


From Mr Christopher Rood 
Sir: The thinking behind the 
stakeholder economy, as des- 
cribed in David Marquand's 
interesting article (“A slake 
through the heart of old simplici- 
ties”, 15 January), is' strikingly 
reminiscent of Catholic social 
teaching. Not widely known in 
this country, this substantial body 
of thought foe been developed by 
successive popes over the past 
100 years and provides the moral 
arguments for a stakeholder soci- 
ety as described by Professor 
Marquand. 

YOUXS faithfully 

Christopher Road 
London, SW15 
15 January 

Gar worship 

From Mr Alan Carder 
Sir: In the week that the Gov- 
ernment's chief curriculum 
adviser complained that moral- 
ity had become no more than a 
matter of taste, we have the 
Church of England breaking 
the second and third command- 
ments by bowing down to the 
“motor car” In Coventry 
CathedraL 

The second commandment, 
according to Exodus 20, is “you 
shall not make a carved image 
for yourself 1 , and the third is 
"you shall not bow down to 
them or worship them”, which in 
my opinion is what the congre- 
gation did yesterday when they 
allowed a car to be the reason 
for the service. . 

When I saw the Bishop of 
Coventry defending this service 
with what I took to be a gold- 
plated exhaust pipe in his left 
hand, 2 thought. Heaven help us. 
Yours faithfully, 

Alan Corder 
Chard, Somerset 
18 January 









+ 


THE INDEPENDENT - FRIDAY 19 JANUARY 


1996 



—12 


comment 


‘Sky is good for sport. 
And we will show it’ 



~ ^ does not like, the ticking 

language punctuated by the 
odd howl of rage - is prefaced by the warn- 
mg. “This is off the record; don’t you dare 
bloody use my name." Bui yesterday the chief 
executive of BSkyB. a multi-millionaire New 
Zealander and Rupert Murdoch’s top televi- 
sion execuuve outside the US. was all smiles, 
all charm and ready - no. wanting to be quoted 

lne uncharacteristic welcome granted the 
Ind^atdent at BSkyB ‘s low-lying, modem 
modular headquarters in Isleworth, west Lon- 
don, had more than just a social purpose. For 
perhaps the first time, Mr Chishohn is behav- 
ing as though he believes the Government may 
really be gunning for Sky, Britain’s leading pav- 
television company and the dominant broad- 
caster of sporting events. 

Envious rival broadcasters and backbench 
MPs from both sides of the House of Com- 
mons routinely demonise Sky as monopolis- 
tic, anti-competitive and a scab on the body 
cultural. With the new Broadcasting Bill mak- 
ing its vray through Parliament, they have now 
been given a chance to act. Cross-party sup- 
port for an amendment to the Bill emerged this 
week which would provide greater protection 
for “listed" events- including the Grand 
National, the FA Cup, the Derby, England 
cricket, the World Cup and Wimbledon. Cur- 
rent legislation prohibits the broadcast of these 
events on pay-per-view television. The politi- 
cians now want to keep them off subscription 
television, too, a prospect that worries Sky. 

The extent of parliamentary support for the 
amendment is striking. Both the Conservatives 
and new Labour have been cautiously court- 
ing Mr Murdoch, aware of the power he wields 
through his stable of British newspapers. But 
here at last was a simple, straightforward issue 
on which simple, straightforward politicians 
could agree: sport is part of the lifeblood of 
the nation and ought to be widely accessible. 
Football - at least the big matches - is not like 
any old commodity, bought and sold accord- 
ing to the cold hard market. It is a cultural 
event, a defining facet of our national iden- 
tity, in need of special protection. 

That this is true, largely, only for men. That 
regional and class differences weigh heavily in 
the degree of affection Britons feel for the 
‘‘national*’ sport seems not to have been 
much discussed. Forgotten is how much Sky 
has already done for football: better match 
coverage, superior technology for replays and 
colour commentary and - crucially - more 
money forthe owners of the leading dubs. For- 
gotten, too, is the fact that Sky provided 9,500 
hours of sport last year, 3,000 of them live 
broadcasts - dwarfing the schedules of both 
1TV and BBC. 

All these issues were tossed aside this 
week. Instead, many MPs are fretting about 
how national sport is too important to be left 
wholly to the market, and worrying about the 
influence television can have on the very fab- 
ric of sport - from switching rugby from a win- 
ter to a summer game to suit broadcasters, to 
changing the timing and length of matches to 
accommodate advertising breaks. 

Thanks to sport and film. Sky has become 
the country's most profitable broadcaster. 
Hollywood films and top sporting events such 
as the Premier League and golfs Ryder Cup 
have driven satellite dish sales to more than 
4.6 million and fuelled subscriptions to Sky's 


The satellite company is under fierce attack. 
In a rare interview with Mathew Horsman, its 
head, Sam Chisholm, defends his strategy 


multi-channel package, providing BSkyB with 
nearly flbn a year in operating profits. With- 
out the two types of programmes that people 
have shown themselves willing to pay for. Sky 
is an unappealing mix of American imports, 
standard news, and cheap “lifestyle" and 
entertainment programmes. 

In the battle to ensure that market forces, 
rather than government interference, dictate 
the economics of sport on television, Mr 
Chishohn has already lined up an impressive 
list of allies. Among them are the leading offi- 
cials of virtually every professional sport. 
“What you have to ask is what is good for the 
sporting community," he says. “Just ask them 



thing that has ever happened 
sports.” 

Hear. bear, say the Football League, the 
Premier League, professional rugby, even 
cricket. And why not? As David Dien, vice- 
chairman of Arsenal Football Club, points out, 
broadcast rights to the next five years of Prem- 
ier League football are likely to spiral to at 
least £5 00m, a far cry from the paltry sums - 
as low as £3m annually - formerly paid by the 
two traditional broadcasters, BBC and ITV* in 
the days of the duopoly. 

BSkyB has come back hard, sponsoring an 

‘Ask the sporting 
community whether 
they want the old 
EBC-ITV monopoly 
or real competition’ 


industry seminar on Wednesday that pitted 
sporting organisations against politicians. “We 
have no thing against a voluntary list of events," 
says David Elstein, Sky’s director of program- 
ming. “We don’t believe it should be legislated 
against the wishes of the sporting organisations 
themselves." In other words. Mr Elstein wants 
the list dropped altogether. 

He makes one incontrovertible point: the 
list is out of date and inconsistent: “Why pro- 
tect the Grand National and cot the Chel- 
tenham Gold Cup? Wby the FA Cup but not 
the League Cup?” 

Mr Chisholm scoffs at complaints from pol- 
iticians that Sky’s control of important tele- 
vised sporting events means fewer highlights 
on mainstream television. “We made it possi- 
ble for the BBC to revive Match of the Day," 
be says. “We have also shared the rights to 
Football League matches.” He accuses one of 
Sky's chief critics, the BBC of capriciousness: 
“We went to the BBC and asked for the rights 
to highlights of the Atlanta Olympics. They 
said no, we won’t share them with you." 

Intransigence by public service broadcast- 


ers here and on the Continent was the main 
reason why News Corporation, BSkyB’s con- 
trolling shareholder, bid $2bn for the Euro- 
pean rights to the Ofympic Games between 
2000 and 2008. “We have given firm undertak- 
ings that the games would have a wide viewer- 
ship," Mr Chisholm says. “If News Corpora- 
tion managed to buy the Olympics, there 
would certainly be coverage on terrestrial tele-, 
vision.” 

The BBC complains that ir cannot compete 
against Sky's deep pockets. But Mr Chisholm 
finds this astonishing, given how much bigger 
the BBC’s overall budgets are: “If the BBC 
wants to increase sports programming, it 
should reallocate spending from other strands. 
The BBC competes in the marketplace for 
Noel Edmonds, so why not for sport?" Time, 
he believes, is on his side: “The technological 
revolution means more services and more 
competition. The only constant is change, and 
television is changing radically. Legislation cre- 
ated in the Fifties is anachronistic." 

Anyway, within a decade, he and his senior 
executives hint, the BBC will be unable rejus- 
tify the licence fee and will be forced to com- 
pete openly, accepting that the creeping com- 
mercialisation that already char acterises some 
of its operations under John Bin will have 
reach the logical conclusion: privatisation. 

In the short term, the list of protected events 
may well be strengthened ana politicians will 
be content. But for them simply to concentrate 
on sport, when BSkyB’s pay-TV stranglehold 
has more to do with technology, access to satel- 
lite capacity, its control of billing systems and 
its exclusive deals with programme-suppliers, 
is to miss the point. 

It misses, indeed, an even bigger point: the 
changing nature of British society. We no 
longer all watch the same programmes, nor do 
we even share the same view of the nation. 
Television may be fragmenting, but then so are 
our communities and our sense of how we 
relate to politics, culture and each other. 

More prosaically, constraining the market 
for sport rights is commercially short-sighted, 
and not just from Mr Murdoch’s perspective. 
“We don't want to limit the possibility of bid- 
ding for sport rights on our own account,” a 
rival senior television executive says. “Our real 
problem is with Murdoch’s monopoly, and list- 
ing events isn’t going to help.” 

Competition policy ought to provide a rem- 
f, if Sly is truly acting as a monopoly. The 
ice of Fair Hading is looking at such issues 
and expects to make a ruling later this year. 
Pressure from the OFT will do far more to 
restrain Sky’s hold on pay-TV than any single- 
issue protectionism. But Mr Chisholm is not 
taking chances and will fight the politicians all 
the way. “They are wrong, and we can show 
it. We are a force for good. We have already 
shown what we can do with football: we can 
and intend to do the same with other sports." 


Sam Chisholm, chief executive of 
BSkyB: ‘Television is changing radically’ 
Photograph: Reuter 



Let’s be alcoholics, like in the movies! 


_:.TWo- thirty 
.iiUhe afternoon. TV/o girls and a 
boy, sixth-formers maybe, under- 
graduates maybe. One of the girls, 
hardly able to stand, wriggles and paws 
the boy in a drunken parody of seduc- 
tion. The boy, drunk too, I’d say, but 
still upright, rolls away from her flail- 
ing hands but keeps his eyes on her 
triked-up skirt and her twisted blouse. 
The second girl is sober, concerned, 
seems to be waiting meekly for the 
staggering temptress to collapse so 
hat she can drag her away. She must 
rave been bored out of her wits by this 
grotesque little scene, but she seemed 
ready to stay for ail the time it was 
iikely to take. 

Whv are the undrunk so tolerant of 
he drunk? How many times have you 
seen the sober struggling to get the 
lrunk indoors and out of harm 's way, 
riving up hoars to cushion this kind of 
irug abuser from the consequences of 
lis/her own actions? 

.All other substances that are capable 
if altering behaviour and perso nality as 
adkally as alcohol does are demonised, 
:ven when the altered behaviour is 
ocial rather than anti-social. Ecstasy is 
ouled nowadays as a dangerous drug, 
.hen the deaths resulting from its use 
re less numerous than those caused by 
camu allergy. Alcohol, which is an 
iddictive and dangerous drug that 
iflirK a vast toll upon the family, indus- 
rv, the health service and law enforce- 


ment, is exempt. What is more, young 
people are systematically inducted into 
alcohol dependency with the approval 
of those who claim to have their inter- 
ests at heart 

From the day a student arrives at 
university, that student wfl] be taught 
to drink. The breweries and distilleries 
provide college bars with alcohol of all 
kinds at reduced rates, just so that stu- 
dents will learn to drink. The rationale 
is that they will learn how to drink. The 
truth is that they will learn that alco- 
hol is an essential adjunct to any 
social interaction. 

Some of them have already begun 
drinking to excess. When I lecture at 
sixth-form conferences and pop into 
a neighbouring pub for a beer and a 
sandwich, I find the bar surrounded 
four or five deep by sixth-formers, 
ordering double vodkas with orange 
squash. How they can have the money 
to indulge such expensive if revolting 
tastes is one question that parents 
might ask themselves. I have never 
seen a barman ask a single one of 
these kids for ID. The marketing of 
fruit squashes heavily laced with alco- 


j an even younger age groop was 
fy based on good research, 
juor firms have a responsibility to 
shareholders to increase their 
ets and sales at every available 
rtunity, and in this they are given 
assistance. Gone are the days, I 
, when hotel guests retiring to bed 



would find a miniature bottle of brandy 
on the pillow, for which they had 
unwittingly paid in the biD for the room. 
At May balls in Cambridge colleges the 
cost of a hard-liquor bar is included in 
the exorbitant pnee of the ticket There 
is no need for any such tiring if tipsi- 
ness is the aim, champagne is more 
than enough. The fact that 19-year-olds 
can drink as much Southern Comfort 
as they think they want adds nothmg to 
the quality of the experience. 

I have seen beautiful young women 
in dresses they saved all year for, eyes 
unfocused, mouths slack, too drunk to 
move, let alone dance, and the night 
so young as to be still evening. It can 
be no consolation to know that they 
were forced to pay for the wreck of 
their own good time. The colleges 
could dispense with the hard liquor 
bar and reduce the price of the ticket, 
so why don’t they? 

Alcohol abuse on university cam- 
puses has become a huge problem. 


Housekeeping staff are often expected 
to clean up disgusting messes in cor- 
ridors and public rooms. Some would 
say that the young are learning from 
the unpleasant experience of intoxi- 
cation not to repeat their mistakes, a 
view which seems to hold that alcohol 
can be managed, and by everyone, 
which is dearly untrue. Others would 
say that they are learning that drunk- 
enness is tolerable, fun even, and 
throwing up merely Iaddish. What they 
certainly learn is that somebody else 
wfil dean up. 

Now, to confer Hollywood glamour 
upon alcoholism, comes a film, nom- 
inated for the best film award at 
Cannes, where the brewers and dis- 
tillers doubtless do a roaring trade. 
Lerning Las Vegas begins fairly promis- 
ingly, showing us a drunk who is 
nearly as obstreperous and boring as 
a real drunk, but romanticism takes 
over. The drunk wants to kill himself 
with alcohol, which he accomplishes 
by pouring full bottles of vodka down 
his neck at a rate that would have poi- 
soned him if it had been water. 

Kids can kill themselves by sknlling 
whole bottles of vodka, but not sea- 
soned alcoholics. No alcoholic would 
waste the amount of liquor he spills 
around the joint, but then no one in the 
last stages of alcoholism would look 
half as fit as he does, despite the heavy 
make-up. No shakes to speak of; no 
horrors; no peripheral neuritis for him: 


no alcoholic gastritis: no Wernicke’s 
encephalopathy. No piss stains on his 
nice dean trousers. Oh sure, he says he 
vomits, but we never see him do it, and 
his not eating in these days of anorexia 
is pretty cool, specially when he picks 
the ice-cube out of his glass with his 
chopsticks. He doesn’t repeat himself, 
ever, oho no. His memory and his 
speech centres go on working. None of 
the nastiness, the self-righteousness, the 
self-pity, the viciousness of the long- 
term alcoholic sours him. 

He is just so sweet he wins the affec- 
tions of a down-trodden hooker, 
whom he doesn't force to drink along 
with him, doesn't bicker with, doesn't 
hit You'd never think that alcohol is 
implicated in most homicides and 
most domestic violence, to see this guy 
who succeeds in muffing it on sched- 
ule and, preposterously, on the job. 

I have known people who have been 
killing themselves with alcohol for 30 
years; every time they gel within reach 
of their goal, someone picks them up. 
puts them in hospital and sorts them 
out so that they can go on drinking. 
The policemen, ambulance-drivers, 
paramedics and nurses who have to 
deal with these pests (who are quite 
likely to show their appreciation by 
attacking them and smashing up 
casualty wards), not to mention the 
legions of women and children abused 
by alcoholics, should picket cinemas 
showing Leading Las Vegas. 


W hen I read that the Duchess of 
York had an overdraft of £3m, 
ihanlre to excessive spending, it took 
me back to the days in the Sixties 
when I won £152,000 on the pools — 
equivalent to £3m in today’s money— 
and vowed to “spend, spend spend - 
Four years later. I had spent it alL 
Of course, the Duchess is in a aa- 
ferent position. I am sure that if I had 
married into a wealthy family I would 
have expected them always to back me 
forever, and have no quahns abort it. 
She must think that she can go on 
spending and spending and the Queen 
will always pick up her bills. Well, the 
Queen has said no and 1 think she was 
righ t We all have to learn responsib- 
ility and to stand on our own two feel. 

The Duchess has to remember now 
that dealing with debts needs courage 


Even duchesses have debts 


and brazenness - just the same qual- 
ities it takes to spend the money in the 
first place. You have to pay off your 
debts little by little, and blame no one 
but yourself.’ I knew I had no rich par- 
ents to help me out: she must face up 
io the fact that she has no one, either. 

The friends that surround her now 
may well turn oui to be like the 
“friends" who helped me to spend my 
money. All nwold friends, the people 
I grew np with, faded away when I won 
- they cud not want to be accused of 
going after my money. In their place 
came hangers-on, people who were 
great fun and great friends - as long 
as I paid the piper. It is hard to live 


ANOTHER VIEW 


Viv Nicholson 

around people who think you are 
clever for coming into a lot of money 
fast -and it sounds as if the Duchess 
has been spending hard to impress the 
people around her. 

I wonder if she will find, as I did, 
that her friends will disappear very 
quKkfv now she is in difficulties. No 
one phoned. no one apologised, no 
one offered to lend me any money. I 
was left alone with four children to 


For a while I am sure she has been 
denying that she is really in trouble. I 
used to go out and spend £700 in a 
day, then the bank would phone up 
and say they were going to bounce the 
cheque. It is so hard to let go of that 
fantastic feeling of freedom -you can 
buy 10 pairs of shoes and 10 outfits all 
at once. Then you come home and 
you have got all these shoes and 
clothes, and you think, what was that 
about? Or you give a party - which 
would cost £2, OCX) in those days - all 
to impress other people. 

The humiliation of losing all your 
money is terrible. But you have to lake 
stock of what you have, fore up to your 


responsibilities and live through it. 
You swap the big house for a small 
one. and you sell the car. In the 
process yoii discover who really val- 
ues you. even when you have nothing 
to give. 

The people I am dose to now 
really want me, not what I have to give 
- in fact. I am more likely to be spong- 
ing off them. I will phone them up and 
say, “Im a bit short, can I come over 
to’tea?" 

My children have never reproached 
me for what happened, and I hope 
Beatrice and Eugenie will be just as 
understanding. 

1 now have a job at a duty-free shop 
selling perfume, and I live in a small 
terraced house. But it is a happy 
house, and there is a room here far 
the Duchess of York if she needs it. 
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Surprise cut lifts Footsie to record 


RAUL WALLACE 

Economics Editor 


Kenneth Clarke cut interest 
rates yesterday by a quarter 
point to 6.25 per cent, in a sur- 
prise move that propelled the 
stock market to a record high. 

The Qty is betting on another 
quarter point cut by March 
and a Anther reduction by the 
beginning of June, bringing 
rates down to 5.75 per cent. 
Gilts reacted favourably with the 
March long gilt future rising by 
half a point 

Yesterday's move brings rates 
to their lowest for a year and 
was welcomed by industry and 
commerce. But the absence of 
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any endorsement from the 
Bank of England aroused wide- 
spread suspicions in the City 
that the Chancellor had 
dictated policy to a reluctant 
Eddie George, the Bank of 
England Gove nor. 

While the FT-SE 100 index 
soared by 44.5 points to 3,748.7, 
sterling fell back on the foreign 
exchanges. The Bank of Eng- 
land's trade-weighted index 
against a basket of currencies 
fell from 832 to 83. near its all- 
time low, as the pound weak- 
ened against the dollar and 
mark on fears of a renewed 
leadership challenge to John 
Major. 

Despite the pick-up in retail 
price inflation in December, Mr 
Clarke said he had made the de- 
rision “in the light of further ev- 
idence confirming inflationary 
pressures have continued to 
ease". The Chancellor pointed 
to stable earnings growth and a 
drop in factory gate inflation. 

Mr Clarke said that the eco- 
nomic slowdown - with manu- 
facturing output stalled in 


November and the economy 
growing below trend -had also 
led to the decision. Hie sharp 
fallin g away in important export 
markets, particularly in Eu- 
rope, was also contributing to 
slower growth at home. 

Further evidence of the seri- 
ousness of the European down- 
turn came from Germany, 
where the IPO business climate 
index fell from 94.8 in Novem- 
ber to 93.2 in December. 

In France, meagre economic 
growth of 02 per cent in the 
third quarter of 1995 was con- 
firmed. 

Responding to the weakness 
of the economy, die French cen- 
tral bank cut the key interven- 
tion rate by 25 basis points to 
420 per cent The five-to-10 day 
lending rate, which acts asa ceil- 
ing, was cut from S.85 to 5.60 
percent. 

The Bank of England said the 
absence of any public com- 
ment on the rate cut marked a 
reversion to normal practice 
whereby the monthly mone- 
tary meeting remains confi- 
dential until the release of the 
minutes six weeks afterwards. 

In a BBC Interview, Mr 
Clarke said: “We refuse to give 
hints one way or the other. 

However, the timing of the 
cut was generally regarded in 
the City as politically inspired, 
if justified by the state of the 
economy. “The economics left 
the door open but politics must 
have played a big part in the tim- 
mg," said Paul Mortimer-Lee, 
of Paribas Capital Markets. 

BiU Martin, chief economist 
at UBS, said: “1 suspect the 
Governor might have wanted to 
wait a bit, but the Governor is 
no longer a constraint, the only 
effective constraint is the ex- 
change rate. Hie ChanceflorwiD 
press rates down to the limits of 
sterling's resilience." 

Despite this assessment, it 
seems unlikely that the derision 
marks a re-run of last summer's 
open division between Mr 
Clarke and Mr George over in- 
terest rates. When the minutes 
are released, they are more 
likely to show Mr George was 
not pressing for a cut; bat nei- 
ther was he opposing one. 

Roger Bootle, group chief 
economist at HSBC, said: “My 
guess is that he didn’t oppose 
it outright, he is more likely to 
have acquiesced reluctantly." 
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Hasty exit: Chancellor Kenneth Clarke leaving television studios In Millbank, London yesterday aftrer cutting borrowing rates 


Clarke moves despite inflation setback 


DIANE COYLE 

Economics Correspondent 

The Chancellor's derision to re- 
duce base rates for the second 
time in two months flew in the 
face of yesterday’s economic sta- 
tistics. They showed that infla- 
tion increased last month, 
retailers enjoyed a record 
Christmas and business confi- 
dence improved for the first 
time in nearly two years. 

Thfc leaves Trrarnifortin- nTg the 

weakest area of the economy. 
Figures due next week should fill 
in the broader picture, with an 
initial estimate for fourth-quar- 
ter GDP and the Confederation 
of British Industry's detailed 
quarterly business survey. 
Growth in the final three months 
of last year is expected to look 
subdued, held back by flat man- 
ufacturing outpuL 


Increases in excise duties 
announced in the Budget 
helped take headline retail 
price inflation up from 3.1 to 32 
per cent last month. Inflation ex- 
cluding mortgage interest pay- 
ments climbed to 3.0 per cent, 
compared with its 25 per cent 
target. 

Higher dories on petrol and 
tobacco explained about half of 
the monthly rise in the retail 
prices index. However, other 
components, including house- 
hold goods and n cm-seasonal 
foods such as dairy products 
and processed meat, con- 
tributed to the increase. 

The next two months wfli- 
probably see inflation dip 
again There will be less impact 
from excise duties this January 
than a year ago. when Kenneth 
Garte’s mini-budget brought 
extra increases. Lower mort- 


gage rates will help this month, 
and the petrol price war from 
February. 

City economists were divid- 
ed yesterday about inflation 
prospects further ahead. Kevin 
Darlington at the broker Hoare 
Govett said: “Inflation remains 
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surprisingly stubborn.” How- 
ever, James B&rty at Deutsche 
Morgan Grenfell said: “Despite 
the inflation upset this month, 
the general trend remains 
downward." 

Separate statistics showed 
that the value of sales set a 
record in December, reaching 
a weekly average of £42bn. This 
was 44 per cent higher than the 
average for the .rest of 1995, 
making it the biggest Christmas 
boom since the late 1980s. The 
rate of growth in high street 
spending readied its highest for 
a year. . f 

Sales volumes showed an 
upward trend, increasing 12 per 
cent in the year, to December. 
This was then fastest growth for 
six months, although lower 
than in 1994. Figures for ear- 
lier months were revised op. 
The rollover National Lottery 


Photograph: W 


jackpot will dent January retail 
sales, bat analysts said the 
trend was encouraging. 

On top of the evidence of 
buoyant consumer sector, yes- 
terday also brought the first 
signs of business cheer. Busi- 
ness optimism rose for the first 
time in nearly two years in the 
final quarter of lak year, ac- 
cording to a British Clambers 
of Commerce survey. 

The BCC president, Robin 
Geldard, said: “These figures 
point to a better 1996.” 

Domestic sales had sta- 
bilised and exports were hold- 
ing up after declining earlier 
.in .the year, according to the 
survey. Although big firms 
shed staff, there- .was a sharp 
rise in reported shortages of 
skilled labour- a classic warn- 
ing signal of higher wage 
increases. 


Nicdcum 

Britain's biggest mortgage 
lenders are poised to renew the 
borne loan price war within 
weeks if base rates fail by 
another 025 per cent. 

Experts said that lenders' re- 
fusal to act on yesterday's cut 
by Kenneth Clarke, the Chan- 
cellor, was a reflection of the 
narrowing of margins between 
their own rates and those of the 
Bank of England. 

If cuts do come, this time they 
are more likely to be announced 
from some of the smaller budd- 
ing societies. 

' Rob Thomas, a building so- 
ciety analyst at UBS, the Swiss 
banking group, who predicted 
earlier downward moves, said: 
“The difference between the 
base rate and mortgage rate has 
been compressed in the past few 
months. 

“If there was another 025 per 
cent reduction in base rates, the 
societies would probably react 
very quickly. The omens are 
good tor a further base reduc- 
tion by the end of March. 

“The issue may now be one 
of whether some of the smaller 
societies react by pushing down 
their mortgage rates in an at- 
tempt to grab some of the lime- 
light” 

His comments came as big 
lenders said yesterday that ear- 
lier reductions, which have cut 
the cost of mortgages by about 
0.75 per cent in the past five 
months, had already anticipated 
the downward move. 

. . Although several lenders, in- 
cluding Nationwide and Wool- 
wich, said they were studying the 
market and would remain, com- 
petitive, both insisted they had 
□o plans to reduce rates belbw 
their current average of about 
7A9 per cent 

. .Resistance to a mortgage 
rate cut was stiffened by oppo- 
. sitipn from Halifax ana Abbey 
'National, both of which have 
been: at the forefront of the 
home loan price war in recent 
months. Both societies said 
they saw no need for further re- 
ductions in the meantime. 
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Standard sets tough 
rules on governance 


PETER RODGERS 

Business Editor 

Standard Life yesterday told 
Britain's top IIX1 quoted com- 
panies that it expected tougher 
performance conditions for the 
award of directors' share op- 
tions and long-term incentive 
schemes than those in the 
Greenbuiy report. 

The request was in a letter to 
the chairmen of FT-SE 100 
companies from Dick Barfield, 
the chief investment manager, 
setting out Standard Life's non- 
corporate governance guide- 
lines. 

The Edinburgh-based com- 
pany manages £42bn of funds 
and is Europe's largest mutual 
life insurer, owning more than 
2 per cent of the UK equity mar- 
ket. so its guidelines are ex- 
pected to have a significant 
influence on company 
behaviour. 

Mr Barfield said the guide- 
lines covered “pretty well all the 
points" in (be Cadbury and 
Greenbuiy reports. But a lot of 
companies used total share- 
holder return - share price plus 
dividends - as the sole measure 
of performance, which Standard 
believed was wrong. 

He added that the benefits 
should be awarded against 


some measure of underlying fi- 
nancial performance such as val- 
ue added or growth in earnings 
per share that the managers 
could affect directly, unlike Lhe 
share price. 

The main features of the 
guidelines are advice to separate 
the roles of chairmen and chief 
executives, a fundamental plank 
of the Cadbury report, and the 
appointment of effective inde- 
pendent non -executive directors. 

There must be comprehen- 
sive disclosure of remuneration, 
and incentive schemes must 
reward directors for high per- 
formance. not mediocrity. 

Standard's letter also rec- 
ommends that directors' service 
contracts should not exceed 
one year, rather than the two to 
three years widely practised 
now. Although Greenbuiy said 
there was a strong case for 
one-year contracts, its recom- 
mendation was hedged, and 
Standard appears to be making 
the point more robustly. 

Mr Barfield said: “Corporate 
governance is not a box-ticking 
exercise. .Adherence to the spir- 
it of our policies is the key." 

Standard Life already votes 
as a matter of course at all 
shareholders' meetings and 
meets all the Lop 100 companies 
at least once a year. It plans to 


vet compliance with the guide- 
lines and will also ask smaller 
companies in which it holds 
shares to observe them - al- 
though the request will proba- 
bly be made in meetings, not by 
sending a letter to the chairmen. 

Mr Barfield said Standard al- 
ready had a policy of identify- 
ing underperforming companies 
and telling them if they were 
seen to be following the wrong 
strategy. 

If the share price did not re- 
flect the problem and manage- 
ment did not listen, one 
outcome would be to sell the 
shares. If the problem was al- 
ready in the share price. Stan- 
dard would tell the company it 
should Lhink about changing 
management, probably by talk- 
ing to the non-executives, who 
under Standard's guidelines 
would include the chairman. 

In hostile bids. Standard does 
not automatically support the 
incumbent management. Mr 
Barfield said the company had 
not yet made up its mind about 
the Granada bid for Forte. 

Standard's letter came a day 
after Ian Irvine, chairman of 
Reed Elsevier and Reed In- 
ternationa], said companies 
should be free to ignore parts 
of the Cadbury code on corpo- 
rate governance. 


Grand Met leads in £200m Walker battle 


JOHN W1LLCOCK 
Financial Correspondent 


Grand Metropolitan won an im- 
portant round in its £200m 
dispute with Brent Walker yes- 
terday when the High Court 
ruled that the sale of its William 
Hill and Mecca business to 
George Wblker seven years ago 
should be re- interpreted. 

Brent Walker said yesterday 
that it will [study the judgment and 
then decide whether to appeal. 
The dispute centred on a dis- 
agreement between George 


Walter, the former chairman of 
Brent Whiter, and Lord Shep- 
pard, the Grand Met chairman, 
on tte accounting standard used 
in Grand Met’s£685m sale of the 
betting shop business to Brent 
Wdker in 1989. 

Walker maintained that Lord 
Sheppard had guaranteed at the 
time of the sale that the business 
would mate profits of £55m in 
its first year, which it did not. 

Grand Met, however, said it 
had used acquisition accounting 
to show profits of £58m for the 
business in the year to Septem- 


ber 1989 and Brent Whiter 
should have been aware that 
William Hill's one-off costs 
would be charged to profits. 

Yesterday the court ruled that 
the agreement an the sale should 
be “rectified”, a legal term which 
means that Grand Met is not de- 
puting what the contract says but 
that the contract does not reflect 
what it thought it had agreed. 

The High Court ruling, said 
Grand Met “wiD ensure that the 
agreement is interpreted in the 
same way as both parties in- 
tended at the time it was made.” 


“Arthur Andersen is current- 
ly arbitrating on the dispute 
between the two companies, and 
the ruling by the High Court 
forms part of the arbitration 
process. Grand Met remains 
confident of the outcome of this 
arbitration process." 

Brent Walker has not yet 
decided whether to appeal, but 
is still keen for the dispute to be 
deared up as soon as possible, ac- 
cording to its finance director, 
John Leach, yesterday. 

The dispute began when Brent 
Walker refused to hand over 


£50m of the £685m and counter- 
claimed for up to £200m phis in- 
terest. Grand Met took the 
dispute to court and woo. It also 
won the subsequent appeal 
Grand Met said it did not pur- 
sue Brent Whiter for payment of 
the £50m in view of the latter’s 
financial crisis. The Arthur An- 
dersen arbitrator was appointed 
in 1992, since when George 
Walker has been ousted from the 
group and Brent Whlker has fre- 
quently hovered near bankrupt- 
cy. Its debts now amount to 
£1.4bn despite disposals. 


Vodafone to challenge Orange 
with £15m advertising campaign 


MARY FAGAN 

Industrial Correspondent 

Vodafone, the leading mobile 
telephone operator, is chal- 
lenging the growing popularity 
of rival newcomer Orange with 
a nationwide campaign that 
will treble its direct advertising 
spend to £15m. 

The programme will coincide 
with the introduction of new 
lower charges from Vodafone 
which could spark a fresh round 
in the mobile price wars, with 
Cellnet, the other big operator, 
expected to follow suit. 

The campaign emerges as 
Orange prepares for a stock 


market flotation which some 
City analysis say will value the 
company at about £2bn. Or- 
ange, owned by Hutchison 
Whampoa and British Aero- 
space, has declined to comfirm 
plans for the listing but an an- 
nouncement clarifying the sit- 
uation is expected neat week. 

Orange was launched 21 
months ago and has only 
380,000 subscribers compared 
with Vodafone’s and Cellnet’s 
22 milli on each. But it is ac- 
knowledged to have become a 
serious player, particularly in the 
growing coiBumer marketplace. 

A spokesman for Vtodafone 
said: “Hie market has changed. 


The focus has moved to the high 
street and in Orange you have 
a well-branded product 

“We are seen as establish- 
ment and perhaps have been 
viewed as being mainly for busi- 
ness customers. But in fact over 
half our base are consumers.” 

One source said that Or- 
ange had had a “run at the mar- 
ket" with substantially lower 
tarrife while its network was be- 
ing built. 

The comment implies that 
Vfodafone, which had previ- 
ously said its higher charges 
were justified because of its su- 
perior coverage, now plans an 1 
attack on all fronts. 
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Forte steps up 
war of words 
in bid battle 


MATHEW HORSMAN 

Forte yesterday predicted that 
Granada could lose up to one- 
third of the management fees 
from Meridien, the hotels 
group, if its £3.9bn hostile bid 
goes through. 

The luxury hotels and restau- 
rants company, which is in the 
final desperate stages of 
defending its independence, 
said the loss of contracts could 
jeopardise a sale of the Meri- 
dien chain, which Granada bas 
promised as part of its asset dis- 
posal programme. Nine owners 
could terminate their manage- 
ment contracts immediately, 
Fbrte said, and warned that a 
domino effect could induce a 
other owners to follow suit 

Patrick Copeland, Hotels Di- 
rector at Fbrte, said that in the 
light of the question marks 
over the Meridien contracts, 
“Granada’s ability .to .realise 
£2.1 bn proceeds from its 
planned asset sales look ill- 
founded and unrealistic.” 

Granada has said it would 
raise £500m from the sale of 
Forte’s 68 per cent state in 
Savoy, the motorway service op- 
erations and a stake in Alpha, 
the catering group. Another 
£1.6bn would come from hotel, 
sales, including the Meridien 
chain. Yesterday, Granada dis- 


missed Forte’s warning on 
Meridien - and warned that the 
latter’s promised international 
expansion was unlikely to be a 
success, in (he light of Forte’s 
“past track record in this area." 

Meanwhile, it emerged last 
night that a provisional deal by 
Forte to sell its restaurants and 
budget hotels business to Whit- 
bread has attracted the interest 
of competition authorities. 
According to informed sources, 
Whitbread is prepared to sell 
four’fravelodge hotels dose lo 
sites in its existing portfolio, in 
order to avoid a reference. 

Sir Roccq Forte yesterday 
continued his discussions with 
small shareholders, who are 
believed to be more likely than 
institutions to vote against the 
hostile bid. 

Analysis continued to predict 
a victoiy for Granada, although 
some said the outcome re- 
mained dose. Mercury Asset 
Management confirmed yes- 
terday it had sold an addition- 
al 5m shares to Granada in 
response to the TV and leisure 
company's bid for a 9.9 per cent 

stake. MAMis expected to ten- 
der its remaining shares to 
Granada by the time the bid 
closes on Tuesday. 

Granada, closed 3p higher at 
696p, while Forte was 4p 
stronger at 381.5p. 
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The right decision on rates, despite the timing 


*White there are some 
early indications of a 
pick-up in retail 
spending, the 
stagnation of 
manufacturing 
production and the 
plight of construction 
are hard realities’ 


K enneth Oarke is a man in a hurry - and 
Mr Major’s latest tribulations explain 
wtiy. If the electoral timetable were not press- 
ing upon the Government, who can doubt 
that the Chancellor would not have chanced 
hjs arm on cutting interest rates on a day 
when inflation edged up? 

like the dog that didn’t bark, the silence 
of the Bank of England offers an eloquent 
due to Eddie George's preference. The 
Governor was doubtless at pains to avoid 
being boxed into another comer opposing 
the Chancellor. But he is unlikely to have 
turned over a new leaf. Given the evidence 
of a pick-up in retail sales in the final quar- 
ter of 1995 and the buoyancy of both broad 
and narrow money, Mr George would 
almost certainly have preferred delay. After 
all, the two of them were due to meet in just 
three weeks' time on 7 February. 

But if a week is a long time in politics, how 
much more so would three weeks be to this 
government drowning in a sea of troubles. 
Not for the first time, Mr Oarke has had to 
throw a lifebelt into the water. Politics may 
be back in the driving seat of monetary pol- 
ity and the new monetary arrangements 
which were supposed to give the Bank so 
much more discretion are proving an illu- 
sory bargain for Mr George. Britain seems 
pa closer to a stable framework of counter 
inflationary policy. 

Yet taken on its merits, the decision was 
the right one, even though it would have 
looked more credible if it had been delayed 


to February, a week before the b ank of Eng- 
land’s Inflation Report While there are 
some early indications of a pick-up in retail 
spending, the stagnation of manufacturing 
production and the plight of construction are 
hard realities. As the Chancellor himself said, 
the downturn in Britain's export markets is 
contributing to the slowdown m the economy. 

This is the real storm cloud that threat- 
ens to break. The downturn in the German 
and French economies has occurred much 
more quickly than anyone anticipated. Most 
economists think the easing in monetary pol- 
icy by the German and French central 
banks will lead to a bounce-back in the sec- 
ond half of 1996. This looks like wishful 
thinking. 

At the still centre of the storm is the flag- 
ging German economy. The powerhouse of 
the European economy - that's the usual 
byline, but if so, a powerhouse running on 
half empty. Whb the mark painfully over-val- 
ued, Germany seems set to follow Britain's 
earlier example of deindustrialisation when 
sterling soared into the stratosphere in the 
early 1 980s. 

Mr Clarke will be able to hear from fel- 
low finance ministers and central bankers 
when they turn up for the G7 meeting in 
Paris tomorrow. The dangers of a flagging 
world economy are now firmly on the < 
agenda - and not before time. But without , 
an uncharacteristic rush of blood to the head 
of the German Bundesbank, it is hard to see 1 
early relief to conditions of near recession I 


| in Continental Europe. As long as they per- 
1 sist, the chances of further rate cuts in 
I Britain over-stimulating the economy seem 
! negligible. 

Too much debt will 
slow Railtrack down 

frothing, barring an early change of gov- 
IN eminent, is now going to stop the flota- 
tion of Railtrack, scheduled to occur in May. 
Labour continues to insist that it has some 
kind of nuclear weapon up its sleeve that will 
so thoroughly deter investors that the com- 
pany becomes unsaleable. We have yet to see 
what that is, however, and for the time being 
it can only be assumed that Labour’s threats 
are just bluff. Even so, there is an unnerving 
amount still to be settled about this flotation, 
given the closeness of the final countdown. 

As yesterday's board meeting was made 
only too aware, the most important issue is 
the company's level of debL This may seem 
like one just for the accountants, but the 
truth is that if rafl privatisation is to fulfil its 
underlying commercial purpose - the mod- 
ernisation and improvement of the rail net- 
work - Rail track’s capital structure is cru- 
cial. The more the debt write-off, the greater 
the capacity of the Railtrack balance sheet 
to take on infrastructure projects - Cross- 
rail, Thameslink and the second phase of 
West Coast line modernisation among them. 

On present debts of £1.7bn, Railtrack 


would be cash-negative for many years; there 
would be precious little new investment of 
any sort. Even the Treasury isn't arguing the 
company should be left with that kind of bur- 
den. But with its usual priority of maximis- 
ing proceeds, the Exchequer does want to 
keep the write-off os small as possible. 

This is short-sighted. RaQ privatisation 
has already cost the Government huge 
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amounts of political goodwill. Having 
doggedly stuck it out thus far, and with so 


little money in it for the Treasuiy anyway, it 
would be the height of folly to surrender so 
much of the supposed benefit of privatisa- 
tion for the sake of a marginal and short 
lived improvement in public finances. 

On the other hand, it would plainly be 
wrong to sell Railtrack in totally debt-free 
form. That would make it look too much like 
another privatisation giveaway and would 
encourage senseless diversification to booL 
There is nothing wrong with a bit of debt, 
but the Treasury extreme of £lbn would only 
prove rail privatisation's many and vocifer- 
ous opponents to have been right all along. 

Unichem strategy 
convinces the City 

U nichem has come a long way since its 
days as a drugs wholesaling co-opera- 
tive. In the five years or so that the compa- 
ny has been listed on the stock market, it has 
built itself into the nation's biggesi inde- 


pendent wholesaler of drugs. It now looks 
Set to become owner of the largest chemists 
chain as welL creating a new household name 
on the high street -Moss. 

The sharp rise in the share price which 
accompanied news of Unichem’s £548m bid 
for Lloyds Chemists suggests management 
has convinced the City of the merits of this 
strategy. Short-term cost savings and the 
potential for fatter margins mean that for the 
next two years at least, the deal should 
enhance earnings per share. 

The deal also looks good for Unichem on 
asset grounds, regardless of any supposed 
synergies. Roughly speaking, the bid equates 
to £ 430,000 per pharmacy, not bad m the 
antiquated world of prescription chemists 
where licences have been known to change 
hands at £500,000 apiece. Lloyds could yet 
attract a counter from any number of gen- 
eral retailers dying to break into this lightly 
controlled market 

Trends in the market too may make it imper- 
ative for Unichem to increase its size. Wb have 
yet to see what impact last year's acquisition of 

rival wholesaler AAH by Gehe of Germany has 

on the market place, bid it seems probable it will 
mak e it more competitive. Meanwhile, the shift 
of household goods and toiletries sales away 
from the high street to supermarkets has proved 
bad for groups like JJqyds, which followed a 
drug-store approach to re tailing . Unichem is 
T ffi rty wnphaasing the importance of the phar- 
macy side of the business and plans to take 
Uqyds firmly back in that direction. 
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Unichem-Lloyds 
deal creates biggest 
chain of chemists 


MAGNUS GR1MOND 

Unichem, the pharmaceuticals 
retailer and wholesaler, yes- 
terday agreed a £54Sm offer for 
rivals Lloyds Chemists to 
leapfrog Boots as the UK’s 
largest chain of chemists. The 
combination wOJ result in a 
chain of 1300 retail outlets, 100 
more than Boots the Chemists, 
which will trade under the Moss 
Chemists nam e. Unichem will 
also lead the market in drugs 
wholesaling, with a share of 
around 35 per cent. 

Jeffery Harris, Unichem’s 
chief executive, said the 
takeover offered the company 
"a unique chance to create one 
of Europe's strongest health- 
care groups”. 

Lloyds shareholders are be- 
ing offered 23 2p in cash plus 
four Unichem shares for every 
three shares they own, or a par- 
tial cash alternative of 600p in 
cash and 2327 shares for every 
three in Lloyds. 

News of the deal sent Lloyds’ 
shares 35p higher to 401p, well 
above their previous peak of 
379p hir two years ago, after 
soaring 75 p on Wednesday 
when the company first re- 
vealed the approach. Unichem, 
which said the acquisition 
would be eanungs-enbancing in 
its first year, saw its shares 
jump 193p to 2583p. 

The deal will double the size 
of the company, trebling its re- 
tail market share from 33 per 
cent to 1 1 per cent and raise its 


stake in the wholesaling market 
from a current figure of 32 per 
cent 

Despite its vastly improved 
market position, Unichem ex- 
pects few problems from the 
regulation authorities. It is un- 
derstood that management has 
been in discussions with the Of- 
fice of Fair Trading for over a 
month and is well aware of any 
likely requirments to meet com- 
petition concerns. 

Mr Harris said: “We believe 
the retail merger would create 
no difficulties for us. You would 
expect that, as our market share 
is very similar to Boots in that 
area." However, he said they did 
expect to be forced to sell two 
of the 10 warehouses owned by 
Lloyds' Daniels Pharmaceuti- 
cals prescription drugs distrib- 
ution business, on top of three 
that would be closed, anyway. 



Committed: Allen Lloyd, 
who owns 7.5 per cent 


Lloyds’ directors, led by 
chairman Allen Lloyd, have 
recommended acceptance of 
the bid. Mr Lloyd, who is on a 
two-year contract at £510,000 a 
year, owns or controls a 73 per 
cent stake in the company, val- 
ued at £3Sm under the terms of 
the offer. He has committed his 
own beneficial holding to the 
bid. 

Lloyds has only recently 
started to rehabilitate itself af- 
ter several years when it faced 
criticism in the City for its ag- 
gressive use.of acquisition pro- 
visions, lack of financial 
information and shortage of in- 
dependent voices on the board. 
Takeover rumours have swirled I 
round the company since last 1 
March, when its shares plunged 
after it announced the closure 
of over a quarter of the Super- 
save drugstore chain. 

Unichem expects to reap sav- 
ings of £15m in the first full year 
of the merger, rising to £20m in 
the second. Having completed 
a review of Lloyds’ sites, the ex- 
pectation is that 30 of the 924 
pharmacies will be disposed of 
and several bead offices closed. 

Unichem estimated pre-tax 
profits of at least £49 Jm in the 
year to last December, up from 
£44m in 1994, before expected 
rationalisation costs for Lloyds 
of £26m. 

Out offlat earnings per share 
of 18.8p, the company intends 
to pay a final dividend of 53p, 
raising the total for last year by 
12 per cent to Sp. 
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Sweet success: Alan Sugar, chairman of Tottenham Hotspur, was cheered by the football club’s record interim results, announced yesterday 

Player sales prove a winner for Spurs 


DAVID HELL1ER 

Tottenham Hotspur yesterday 
reported half-year profits of 
£7. 14m due largely to the early 
season £53m sale of Nick 
Barm by to Middlesbrough. The 
sale was seen as controversial at 
the time, given that it came on 
top of the departure of Jurgen 
Klinsmann who left after a one- 
year stay to play in Germany. 

Excluding player trading, the 
core business of the company 


produced a half-year profit of 
£2J3m against £590,000 last 
year. 

The growth excluding player 
transfers was due mainly to in- 
creased revenues from new 
sponsorship deals with Hewlett 
Packard and Pony, higher tele- 
vision fees, higher gate receipts, 
and increased profits from mer- 
chandising. 

Alan Sugar, chairman, said 
the record interim results were 
pleasing and continued to re- 


flect the true potential of Tot- 
tenham Hostpur. 

The company's share price 
certainly reflects the renewed 
optimism surrounding the foot- 
ball club as an investment In 
September the shares were 
167p on the announcement of 
the annual results. Yesterday 
they touched 254p, a high for 
the year and a 5p increase on 
the day after the interim results 
announcement 

John Sedgwick, finance di- 


rector, conceded that a rights is- 
sue might be a financing option 
if the club derided to develop 
its North Stand at White Han 
Lane to increase capacity by 
3300-4,000. The cost is likely to 
be around £6m but there has no 
been no decision yet on whether 
the project should go ahead. 

He said a derision to go 
ahead would probably be tak- 
en only if the ground’s current 
capacity (around 33, 000 ) con- 
tinued to be tested on a regu- 


lar basis. Allen dances were 
now very strong, after a slow 
start to the season, he said. 

A dividend of Up per share 
is being paid to shareholders, 
which should be worth around 
£120,000 to Mr Sugar, who 
owns nearly half the shares. 
Recently the dub announced its 
intention to instigate a pro- 
gressive dividend policy in the 
hope of attracting more insti- 
tutional shareholders to buy 
and hold the stock. 


Virgin named for Gatwick rail service shortlist 


BRIEF 


CHRISTIAN WOLMAR 

Richard Branson’s Virgin group 
has been shortlisted for the 
rail franchise to run the Gatwick 
Express shuttle service between 
the airport and London's 
Victoria station. 

In a statement issued while Mr 
Branson is trying to fly around 
the world by balloon. Virgin said 
it was very pleased to have the 
rhamy; of using its “wide ex- 


pertise from the travel industry" 
to run the trains. Virgin fares 
competition for the franchise, 
which is one of four for which 
bids are due on 1 March, from 
a man agement buyout team, 
the bus group Prism, and possi- 
bly one other. 

Gatwick Express, the small- 
est franchise on offer, is one of 
the few on the rail network 
which faces direct competition 
from another operator r unnin g 


a very similar service. Network 
SouthCentral, one of the oth- 
er franchises now being of- 
fered. provides a slightly slower 
and slightly cheaper service 
from Gatwick to London. 

The winner of the Gatwick 
Express franchise will not be 
responsible for any stations and 
wfl] provide a simple shuttle 
operation, making it attractive 
to existing travel businesses 
such as Virgin. However BAA, 


which operates Gatwick air- 
port, has not pursued its initial 
interest. 

The list of bidders for the oth- 
er three franchises reveals no 
new names from those involved 
in the first round, which in- 
volved two successful manag- 
ement buy-outs and one private 
success. Stagecoach. The bus 
company again figures in the list, 
having been shortlisted for East 
Coast Main Line and Network 


SouthCentral - where it has 
formed an alliance with the 
management team - but has 
failed to obtain Gatwick Express 
or Midland Main Line. 

The existing management 
teams are bidding for all four 
franchises on offer this time. 
Other bidders include Prism, 
Compagnie Generate des Eaux 
which is interested in Network 
SouthCentral, and Sea Con- 
tainers. which has re-entered the 


fray to try for the East Coast 
Line. 

The first three franchises are 
expected to start operating in 
the private sector on Sunday 4 
February, according to transport 
industry sources. The transfer 
has to take place early in the 
morning when no trains are run- 
ning and public relations spe- 
cialists are desperately trying to 
find a way of giving the services 
a good send off. 


■■ Girobank 


Girobank announces that 
with effect from 
close of business 
on 18 January 1996 
Its Base Rate was 
reduced from 6.50% to 
6.25% per annum. 


Girobank pte. 49 Park Lane, London W1Y 4EQ 
Reg. No. 1950000 


Former directors await Singapore's next move. Stephen Vines reports from Hong Kong 
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Singapore's Finance Minister, 
Richard Hu, yesterday indicat- 
ed that a derision was immin ent 
on whether further arrests 
would be made following the 
imprisonment of Nick Leeson 
in the wake of what he called the 
Barings “fiasco". 

Mr Hu was answering a par- 
liamentary question about 
whether further prosecutions 
would be made in the light of 
the Singapore inspasors’ report 

into the affair which made ac- 
cusations against a number of 
Barings executives. 

“The Commercial Affairs De- 
partment (CAD) has been pur- 
suing these leads”, Mr Hu said. 
“They are in the process of fi- 
nalising their report. Let us wait 
for iL It should not be long.” 

The two meu most dearly in 
the firing line, because they are 
stationed in Singapore, are 
James Bax, formsT managing di- 
rector of Barings Asa pacific 
and Simon Jones, former chief 
operating officer of Barings 
Socib Asia. Both men remain in 
the island store with their pass- 
ports held by [he authorities. 

However the report does not 
su gge s t that either played any 
role in Lesson's unauthorised 


trading is Japanese slock ex- 
change futures, which triggered 
the collapse of Barings- 

Mr Bax worked entirely on 
the equities side of Barings' 
business while Mr Jones was es- 
sentially an administrator. Mr 
Jones did not administer the 
company's futures trading busi- 
ness as Leeson was authorised 
from London to conduct his 
own "backroom’' work. 

However, they were both di- 
rectors of Barings Futures iSin- 
gapnre) and therefore may* be 
held technically responsible for 
the collapse of the company, 
which triggered the downfall of 
the entire Barings edifice. 

The Singaporean authorities 
have a particular problem with 
Mr Bax because at the only of- 


ficial press conference held in 
the wake of the Barings collapse 
last February they hi g hli g hted 
a letter he sent to his superiors 
in London warning of the lack 
of control over Leeson’s activ- 
ities, pointing out that despite 
his position, he had no role in 
supervising Leeson’s work. The 
authorities used this letter to 
demonstrate that Barings had 
been warned, from the inside, 
about the problems arising in 
the futures market trading. 

The inspectors handed over 
their report to the Minister of 
Finance last September. How- 
ever, the outlines of its contents 
were known around last July. 
Had there been a strong case 
against either Mr Bax or Mr 
Jones, it is almost certain that 


they would have been charged 
alongside Leeson. 

However, it appears that Mr 
Bax. m particular, gave consid- 
erable assistance to the CAD 
and was sufficiently trusted to 
be allowed out of the country 
at least twice on business and 
once for a family holiday. He 
was about to leave Singapore 
again, with the permission of the 
CAD, at the time the inspectors' 
report was made public. 

Other Barings directors in 
London, such as Peter Norris, 
the former chief executive of- 
ficer of Barings Investment 
Bank, were slated in the report 
but can only be returned to Sin- 
gapore after extradition pro- 
ceedings which would have to 
prove the existence of a crimi- 
nal offence under English law. 

The authorities are acutely 
aware of the dangers of moving 
solely against the expatriate 
directors based in Singapore, 
pot least because of the signal 
it would send to other foreign 
investors with staff stationed 
there. Moreover, such a move 
might encourage foreign di- 
rectors of companies based in 
Singapore to leave at the first 
sign of trouble. 


Bleak outlook for Fokker 

The future of the beleaguered Dutch aircraft maker Fokker looked 
bleak last night as rescue talks reached deadlock. Fokker shares 
plunged 20 per cent after the company’s parent. Daimler Benz, 
and the Dutch government, failed to agree on a capital injection. 
The Daimler board meets on Monday to deride its next step, but 
analysis were pessimistic. Ben van Schaik, Fokker chairman, said: 
“I still haven't given up hope that we can reach a solution, hut 
the chances are gelling smaller.” 

Select Committee calls In BZW 

Barclays de Zoete Wedd, the Government’s advisers on privati- 
sation of the nuclear industry, have been summoned to appear 
before the House of Commons Trade and Industry Committee 
next Tuesday. The Comittee is conducting a wide-ranging enquiry 
into the planned sale but BZW had argued that, as its advice ib 
the Government is confidential, it might not be appropriate for 
it to give oral evidence in public. Hie bank is expected to be ques- 
tioned on the industry's multi-billion pound liabilities. 

Bristol & West shuts out ‘carpetbaggers’ 

Bristol &. West Building Society yesterday moved to shut out "Car- 
petbagging’' speculation on a possible flotation or takeover by 
raising to £2.51 M) the minimum needed to open new Select, Share. 
Premier Saver and Premier Accounts. 

Spanish losses prompt Guinness warning 

Guinness warned that full-year profits would be hit by a further 
£3 9m restructuring in Spain - bringing the total charges disclosed 
this year to £64m. The shares closed 143p down at 4743p, wiping 
almost £300m from the stock market value. Guinness said fur- 
ther cuts were needed because the Spanish market was flat . 

Jobless figures boost Dow 

Shares and bonds rose in the US after new figures suggesting the 
economy remained weak. The Dow was nearly 20 points higher 
at 5085.69 by early afternoon and the yield on the benchmark 
long Treasury bond fell below 6 per cent.Bui the dollar fell slight- 
ly due to profit taking. New unemployment claims fell by nT.Tibu 
last week, the lowest figure since the’ end of Julvalmost certain- 
ly explained by the East Coast blizzard. 

£28m fraud hits Hongkong Bank 

Hongkong Bunk has been hit by a £2bm fraud at its main branch 
in Jakarta. Indonesia. Approximately £5m has been rec*i-..reu. 
said the UK parent HSBC Holdings! The fraud was uno .t.-J 
( on 3 January by internal controls. HSBC said the fraud has r. 

I material effect on the bank. 
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Crunch time arrives for Forte 


It is crunch tune for Forte shareholders, 
who must make up their minds by Tues- 
day whether to accept Granada’s £3.9bn 
bid for the hotels group. With only days 
to run, it is a close call and for once the 
15 per cent of Forte’s shares in private 
shareholders' hands might have an in- 
fluence on the outcome. 

In what has been a dramatic, highly 
personalised bid, the management 
records of both sides have been well- 
rehearsed. Forte shareholders are 
aware, and the chart below confirms the 
fact, that over the past five years their 
company has been a dismal performer 
compared with Gerry Robinson's 
Granada. But that is of little conse- 
quence now - looking forward they have 
to answer three questions. 

What will happen to their Forte 
shares if the bid fans? Should they sell 
in the market? Or should they accept 
Granada’s cash and paper and hold on? 

Forte has attempted to pre-empt 
the first question by attempting to cre- 
ate a floor for its share price at 330p with 
the offer of a share buy-back. But this 
mil only go ahead if it enhances earn- 
ings, so it is hardly a copper-bottomed 
promise and the shares are still likely 
to be valued on fundamentals. As a 
much more cyclical business now it has 
agreed to sell its restaurants operations, 
a small discount to the market on forc- 
ed earnings is reasonable -this implies 
a share price in the 300p to 320p range. 

Is the bid a fair price? Yes, if not a 
knockout blow. At a 32 per cent pre- 
mium to Forte’s share price before the 
offer, it represents a prospective p/e ra- 
tio of 25 and as Granada's share price 
rises, so does the value of the offer. 

At yesterday’s dose of 696p, almost 
back to its pre-bid level, Granada's share 
price values Forte at 3S8p, leaving the 
value of the 362p cash alternative well 
behind. The latter is no longer relevant 
with Forte's shares yesterday at 381 J5p. 
The other foil cash option, selling in the 
market, only makes sense if you believe 
either that the bid will fail or that Grana- 
da will not continue to be a good bet. 

So the last question is the most im- 
portant How good an investment win 
Granada be? Probably a good one. The 
company has a plausible programme for 
extracting value from the Forte busi- 
nesses it plans to keep. There is con- 
siderable scope to improve margins in 
its rental arm and substantial prospects 
for growth in its television operation. 

With compound growth of 12 per 


cent-a-year in prospect, a market rat- 
ing is not a demanding price to pay for 
a proven management team, and a de- 
merger further down the track could 
release even more value. Accept the 
cash and shares offer and hold on. 

Hamleys magic 
attracts adults 

Hamleys is a name to conjure with, and 
not only if you are a child gazing in awe 
at the toys on di^lsy at the famous Re- 
gent Street store. Placed at 185p in May 
1994, the shares have Outperformed the 
rest of the market by over 60 per cent, 
even after yesterday's 3p fall to 335p. 

The price dip came in the wake of 
news that underlying sales in most of 
Hamleys’ stores registered a 5.9 per 
cent rise in sales in the five months to 
Christmas. That is less than the double- 
digit growth recorded by some high 
street retailers recently, but it is high- 
ly respectable none the less. 

Christinas is obviously crucial for a 


gift-orientated retafler like Hamleys. 
The group reckons to generate around 
a third of its sales between the English 
half-term at the end of October and 
Christmas Eve. As it turned out the 
latest festive period was the third in a 
row in which it broke records. 

The core Regent Street store, which 
still accounts for three-quarters of 
group sales, saw a 6.6 per cent rise in 
business. August to October traded 
ahead of the previous year and while 
November slipped a bit, December 
more than made up for it 

Elsewhere, the group’s newer ven- 
tures continue to power ahead. Those 
trading under the Hamleys name were 
nearly 36 per cent up. Strong growth 
at Heathrow and Covent Garden and 
new shops at the Channel Thnnel and 
Schiphol airport offset lower revenues 
from British Airways, which gives pre- 
sents to children on its flights. Ham- 
leys also continues to expose the 
inadequacy of House of Fraser, where 
its House of Tbys concession clocked 
up a 21 per cent like-for-like sales in- 
crease compared with little more than 
2 per cent growth from the host store. 


Granada 


Granada vs Forte: crunch time 
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With group trading continuing to be 
strong into January, Hamleys looks eas- 
ily capable of lifting profits by £im to 
£6 in in the 12 months to the end of this 
month. That makes the shares a strong 
hold on a forward p/e of IS. 

Careful footwork 
at Tottenham 

Investing in football dubs is rarely a guar- 
antee of a steady ride but the trials and 
tribulations that have beset shareholders 
in Tottenham Hotspur since it came to the 
market have been enough to try the pa- 
tience of the most equable investor. 

Tottenham’s shareholders, as well as 
their supporters, have suffered their fair 
share of shocks. Football Association 
fines, foe sudden loss of Jurgen Klinsmann, 
the wrangling with Terry Venables - all 
have buffeted the share price. 

But in recent months there has been rel- 
ative calm. At last Alan Sugar, the chair- 
man, appears to be getting the business 
as well as the team in order and the shares 
have responded. In September, when the 
annual results were announced, the shares 
stood at 167p. Yesterday they were up 5p 
at a new high of 254p on the back of naif- 
year results that showed profits of£233m, 
excluding player transfers, and an interim 

Can th^sbaira; go hig£erstffl? On the 
downside there is the £6m or so that may 
be needed to develop the North Stand to 
take capacity at White Hart Line up to 
around 37,000. Mr Sugar might decide he 
wants to cash in on part of his near-50 per 
cent investment. And the team manager, 
Gerry Francis, will almost certainly want 
to put his hand in the pot to sign new 
players. 

Against that, the increased revenues 
from television, sponsorship deals and 
merchandising these days give football 
dubs a much larger potential for profits. 
In Tottenham's case merchandise sales, 
sponsorship and advertising represent 
37 per cent of turnover. 

Shareholders intending to buy into the 
stock probably need to tread as carefully 
as ever given its recent steady rise. On the 
other band there is a growing feeling that 
the City is at last warming to the attrac- 
tions of football clubs, viewing them 
more favourably as leisure businesses with 
real growth potential Be warned, however, 
the shares are extremely illiquid. 


Robin comes rolling out 
of the financial ashes 


The three-wheeled Phoenix 

that is the Reliant Robin is 
rising from the ashes of in- 
solvency - again. Reliant 
Motors,’ which went bust for 
the third time in four years 
just before Christmas, is up 
for sale, proving that the fi- 
breglass horror can still sur- 
vive in the face of industrial 
logic after more than 60 
years. 

“Dealers are crying out for 
the car,’" said administrator 
Kevin Murphy. “So far we 
have had 50 inquiries for the 
company, some of them very 
serious.” 

Unfortunately, this sudden 
show of interest came too 
late for the bulk of the work- 
force. The a dminis trators 
sacked 95 people only' fast 
week. That leaves Reliant - a 

subsidiary of the private en- .. . _ . 

sneering components com- was caught speeding in one; 
Knv, A? 0 M 5 - Biib jusi 12 began 10 get too tong in the 
employees and about 80 cars tooth it was downhill all they 
in production - a far cry way. 

from the halcvon da vs of the 

mid-1970s when it turned Evidence emerges that 
over more than £30m and Lazard Brothers is taking 

employed 3.700 people in role as adviser to Granada 

seven factories. Then the too seriously. Lunch guests 

Robin (which is still taxed as at the merchant bank vester- 

a motorcycle) was being pro- day were astonished to be 
duced at 330 a week, taking served a mixed grill consisi- 
a remarkable 1.25 per cent ing of bacon, kidneys, 
i of the UK car market. sausages, fried mushrooms 

Nothing, however, could and (of course) chips. Limp 
disguise the fact that the chips to be precise. 

Robin had a tinv engine, un- They'll be selling petrol 
certain road holding, limited nest, 
luggage space, and a price 

tag that made it more expen- City advisers are moving 
sive than many four-wheel- east in their increasingly des- 
ers. And when Reliants perate search for takeover 

much-acclaimed Scimitar GT bid code names. Yesterday’s 
and GTE /Princess Anne did £550m agreed bid by 
wonders for sales when she Unichem for Lloyds 

The financia l tribulations of the scatterbrained Duchess of 
York have the insolvency profession salivating like Pavlov's 
dog. John Alexander; bead of insolvency at Panned Kerr 
Forster, points ont that the Duchess could face bankruptcy 
and might like to consider the more palatable alternative of 
an “in dividual voluntary arrangement”. He notes that as a 
bankrupt the footloose one could be turfed out of her rented 
home PDQ. Not so under a voluntary deal where creditors 
could allow her time to adjust to a more frugal lifestyle. 



SSuKHS^n days behind it, but still on the road 


Chemists provided the novel 
tap of Ukraine and Latvia. 
Students of current affairs 
will quickly realise that this 
represents a dangerous 
precedent that can only lead 
to tears before bedtime. Sup- 
pose the bid target had been 
dubbed Chechnya (yes, ! 
know it doesn!t begin with C, 
but just suppose). You can 
imagine the potential for 
confusion given the current . . 
troubles. . 1 
“It could have been a kn 
worse.” agrees a Ukrainian 
adviser. 

The chatter in telephone cir- 
cles is that it will be an 
American who eventually 
takes on the vacant chief ex- 
ecutive role at Gable & 
Wireless. The telecommuni- 
cations giant has already 
changed its articles of associ- 
ation to allow a foreign-born 
leader and the name m the 
frame is Dick Callahan, the 
statesmanlike president of 
US West International, one 
of the biggest cable compa- 
nies in the UK. Mr CaOahan 
has the advantage that he is 
already based in London. 


Laura Ashley loses out in US fashion stakes 


IS BRIEF 


RUSSELL HOTTEN 


Pre-Christmas sales at Laura 
Ashley, the fashion and home 
furnishings retailer, were hit by 
a poor US reception to the com- 
pany’s winter clothes ranges. 

The company, one of several 
retailers to report mixed trad- 
ing fortunes, said sales for the 
24 weeks from 30 July were 
1.7 per cent up on 1994 on a 
like-for-like basis, and broadly 
flat in total. 


In the eight weeks immedi- 
ately before Christmas like- 
for-like sales were 4.8 per cent 
up on the same period last 
year, and 2.5 per cent ahead in 
total. 

Laura Ashley saw a big im- 
provement in UK sales, up 
122 percent in the eight-week 
period on a like-for-like basis. 
But in North America sales fell 
7.7 percent. 

The company said that the 
US decline was “due to market 


conditions, combined with the 
poor acceptance of the com- 
pany’s garment offer for this 
market”. In Continental Eu- 
rope, like-for-like sales over 
the same eight-week period 
rose 7.1 per cent 
Meanwhile, Thorntons, the 
chocolate group, said sales in 
the four weeks to 24 December 
grew on a like-for-like basis by 
8.6 per cent Recently refitted 
stores achieved a sales increase 
of 15.6 per cent over the same 


period! Thornton's Continental 
Assortments and Premier 
brands were strong sellers. 

Despite the rise, John Thorn- 
ton, chairman, added a note of 
caution. “This performance, al- 
though good, has not recovered 
the sales lost during the very hot 
summer and autumn. The loss 
of franchise units during the last 
year continues to have a sig- 
nificant impact on our business 
at the present time. Alternative 
outlets are sought,” he said. 


Also yesterday, WEW, the 
discount retailer, said that 
turnover in the four weeks of 
Christmas and new year trading 
was 6 per cent down on the 
same period last year. 

James Millar, recently ap- 
pointed chairman, said: "While 
there is some encouragement in 
the improvement in Hke-for-Uke 
sales since last November, there 
is clearly an enormous task 
ahead in seeking to turn WEW 
around, and it is much too earh. 


ANZ Grindlays 
Base Rate 

ANZ Grindlays Bank pic 
announces that its base rate 
has changed from 6.50%^. to 6.25%** 
with effect from dose of business 
18th January 1996. 


Grindlays Bank 

Private Banking 


13 SLiames's Square, London SWiv 4LF 
Telephone: 0171-930 461 1 
Member ANZ Group 


Barclays Bank PLC. 

Interest Rates for 

Business Customers, Charities and Societies 
with effect from 18th January 1996. 


Hill Samuel 
Base Rate 


With effect from the close of business on 
Thursday 18th January, 1 996 and 
unriJ further notice. 

Hill Samuel Bank’s Base Rate is 


6.25% per annum 


All facilities (including regulated consumer 
credit agreements] with a race of interest linked to 
Hil! Samuel Bank's Base Rare will be varied, accordingly. 


ACCOUNT TITLE 

tGROSS 

*NET 


RATE 

RATE 


(%PjV) 

(% EA.) 

BUSINESS PREMIUM ACCOUNT. (Rates also apply to 



Partners Premium Account) - Instant access. 



£0 “ £499 

2J375 

1.781 

£500 - £1,999 

2.375 

1.781 

£2,000 - £24,999 

2.750 

2.063 

£25,000 - £99,999 

3.250 

2.438 

£100,000 - £249,999 

3.500 

2.625 

£250,000 - £1 million 

3.625 

2.719 

HIGH INTEREST BUSINESS ACCOUNT - 14 days’ notice. 



£2,000 - £9,999 

3.375 

2.531 

£10,000 -£24,999 

4.123 

3.094 

£25,000 - £99,999 

4.625 

3.469 

£100,000 -£249,999 

4.875 

3.656 

£250,000 + 

5.000 

3.750 

CLIENT'S PREMIUM ACCOUNT 



£10,000 -£24*999 

3.500 

2.625 

£254)00 - £99,999 

3.750 

2.813 

£100,000 - £249,999 

4.125 

3.094 

£250,000 - £999,999 

4.250 

3.188 

£1 mfllicrQ + 

4.375 

3.281 

BARCLAYS COMMUNITY ACCOUNT. (An interest bearing 



current account for dabs, chart'd e*, churches and societies.) 






£0 - £4,999 

0.^0 

0.563 

£5,000 - £9,999 

J-250 

0.938 

£10,000 -£24,999 

1.750 

1.313 

£25,000 + 

2.250 

1.688 

SEVEN DAY DEPOSIT ACCOUNT. (A seven days’ notice 



account.) No manimmn balance. Interest paid half-yearly. 

0.500 

OJ75 



Hill Samuel 


Hill Samuel Bank Limited ■ 100 Wood Street - London EC2P 2AJ 


f GROSS RATE is the contractual mu of interest payable not taking account of Uu deduction of income 
tax at the baste rate. 

*NET RATE it the mu which mould be payable after a&mmg Jbr the deduction of income tax at the 
current basic mu from the grass mu. Bade Rale Tax (BRT) may vary and therefore the net mu is given 
as an Shutnamt anfy. BKTtmM only be d educted m those rasa where the Bank is obliged to do so. 

[merest rates quoted art subject to ixmadon. Ivr further information an these or any other services please 
amiaa your load Barclays branch or Business Centre oho trill be pleased as help. 


BARCLAYS 


Banfaj 1 ! Bank PLC. Reg. iwnrfnn , England. Reft. Na 1026161 Reg. O ffice 54 Lombard Street, London EC3P 3 AIL 
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for me 10 make any observation 
on progress in that direction." 

The company also an- 
nounced two new appointments 
to the board of its trading com- 
pany. What Everyone Wants. 
From early February, Terence 
Boland, unrelated to chief ex- 
ecutive Richard Boland, joins 
from Elam as buying and mer- 
chandising director for fashion. 
Kevin Gunter, formerly of Asda 
and Sears, becomes retail op- 
eration director. 

L&G sees 
life market 
recovery 

NIC CICUTT1 

Legal & General, one of the 
UK" s largest insurers, yesterday 
joined the growing chorus of life 
companies' claiming evidence of 
a slight recovery in the market 
despite announcing a significant 
fall in its UK annual premium 
income during 1995. 

It said annual or regular, pre- 
mium income for 1995 was 
£123,401, down from £135m a 
year earlier. L&G’s single pre- , 
miuxns fell to £542.9m com- 
pared with £6S0ro in 1994. ' 

The decline in individual new 
life and pensions business came 
“ against a background of sig- 
nificant falls in the level of new 
business across the industry”. 
Over the first nine months of the 
year it had increased its market 
share, however. 

David Prosser, group chief ex- 
ecutive, said “After a poor first 
quarter in the UK, Legal & 
General made an excellent re- 
covery, with individual new an- 
nual premium business in the 
second half of 1995 exceeding 
that in 1994. 1 believe that we 
have gained market share in 
1995 due to our competitive and 
enhanced product range.” 

Shares in L&G rose 19p yes- 
terday to 700p f reflecting the 
view that its business figures 
were better than expected. 

The company also said yes- 
terday that the Department of 
Trade and Industry bad backed 
its proposals for a special bonus 
to be added to L&G with-prof- 
its policyholders. The bonuses 
will be paid in March. 

Lloyds Abbey life, the ban- 
cassurance arm of Lloyds B ank, 
yesterday announced an 8 per 
cent frill m regular premiums for 
1995 to £121m. 

But the company’s single pre- 
mium business rose 36 per cent 
to 1665m. 

Meanwhile, Abbey Life As- 
surance boosted sales of single 
premiums from £225 ra to 
£395m, largely based on a rise 
in sales of life products, which 
rose by 160 per cent to £25 7m. 


Losses widen at Magnum Power 

Pre-tax losses at Magnum Power, the uninterruptible power sup- 
ply maker, widened to £I.37m from £1.2m in the six months to 
November despite a sharp rise m revenues from £30,000 (o 
£329,000. The company admitted that increased revenues had tak- 
en longer to achieve than anticipated, but said this was not un- 
common for businesses marketing new technology-based products. 
During the half-year, there was a loss per share of 3.u7p com- 
pared with a 336p loss the previous year. There was once again 
no dividend. The shares dosed 4p lower at 123p. 

Neotronics in red after restructuring 

Despite higher sales in all regions except North America, 
Neotronics, the instrumentation group, fell into the red in the 
year to September. After a £614,000 charge to finance large re- 
structuring, last year’s profit of £1.08ra was reversed into a pre- 
tax loss of £680,000. The dividend was maintained atfl.85p despite 
a Joss per share of Z69p (3.62p profit). Paul Gotiey, chairman, 
said that the restructuring and heavy investment in Neotronics 
Scientific had resulted in sales and profits growth this year, which 
were expected to continue. 

Hill & Smith improves to £5.5m 

The mmi-industrial conglomerate HOI & Smith Holdings saw prof- 
its jump 163 per cent in the year to September, despite a slow- 
down in the UK market for some industrial products. Pre-tax profits 
increased from £4.8m to £5 after a 14.5 percent rise in sales 
to £87. 8m. 

After a 25 per cent increase in earnings per share to 10.78p, 
the dividend was maintained at 62p. With continued growth in 
Hill's new ventures in plastic pipe and pipe supports and a re- 
turn to the black for its French forging business, the company 
forecasts further gains in the current year. 

Ashanti to mop up duff 

Ashanti Goldfields is to compulsorily purchase the 53 per cent 
of Guff Resources that ft has not already acquired under fts£80m 
unconditional offer for the company. Investors are being offered 
one Ashanti share for 12 Goff units. There is also a cash alternative. 

Buyer wanted for UKAC 

Mayne Nickless, an Australian group, is looking for a buyer for 
its UK armoured car division, UKAC. The business, better known 
under its trading names of Security Express and Armagard, em- 
ploys more than 2,800 people and had a turnover of £67 3m in 
the year to last June. It operates 52 branches in the UK. 

Premier Land optimistic on prospects 

[ Desmond Bloom, chairman of Premier Land, said prosoects were 
encouragmg for the property company whose assets Include the 
Aviemore skung resort. The portfolio is valued at f*si Om ™ 
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Record day leaves investors waiting for more rate cuts 
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Shareholder Helpline 


0171 490 5200 


Staffed from 9am to 6pm 7 days a week 

The Directors of Granada Group PLC accept responsibllty for the 
information contained in this advertisement. To the best of their 
knowledge and belief (having taken ail reasonable cars to ensure that 
such Is the easel, such information Is in accordance with the facts 
and does not omit anything likely to affect the import of such 
Information. 'Granada Group PLC reserves the right to increase or 
otherwise amend the Increased Offer should a competitive situation 
arise or should We Panel on Takeovers and Mergers so agree. 
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Pipe dream continues 
with another century 



RICHARD EDMONDSON 

Martin Pipe passes milestones 
like a Greyhound bus and the 
most prolific trainer of modern 
times had another landmark in 
his rear view mirror yesrerday 
as he reached 100 winners for 
the 10th cons ecutive season. 

It was fitting that Pipe should 

record the figure at Taunton 
which is both his local course 
and the arena that has seen oth- 
er notable moments in a career 
that began modestly in 1977. In 
that year Hit Parade gave the 
trainer his first winner at the 
Somerset track and it was also 
there that he reached his first 
50 winners eight years later. 

In September, in the neigh- 
bouring county. Pipe also post- 
ed a figure which lends 
testament to his enduring abil- 
ity when at Exeter Runaway 
Pete became his 2,000th winner. 

Yesterday’s red-letter horse 
was All Clear, who was almost 
the target for a bullet after his 
last racecourse venture. “All 
Clear is lucky to be alive after 
a bad fall at Win canton last 


time. Pipe said. “He was so bad 
we thought he’d broken a shoul- 
der and I kissed him goodbye 
in the racecourse stable. But, 
thanks to everybody con- 
cen >ed, he’s made a brilliant re- 
covery." 

Earlier Pipe's Chaprassi had 
the EBF National Hunt 
Novices* Hurdle sewn up when 
his closest pursuer the highfy- 


RtCHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Brackenthwaite 
(Catterfek 2L50) 

NB: Bama Boy 
(Kempton 2^0) 


regarded Mister Morose feD two 
flights from the finish. 

David Bridgwater’s celebra- 
tions with his employer were 
truncated when the rider was 
given a four-day suspension for 
his robust effort (particularly 
with the whip) on Ail Clear. 

The Pond House stable jock- 
ey is 18 winners behind the 
pacesetter, Tony McCoy, in the 
championship and will almost 
inevitably drop further behind 
because he has been a victim, 


in his opinion, of inconsistency. 

“At certain meetings recent- 
ly there have been jockeys be- 
ing a lot more severe than I 
was,” he said. “There seems to 
be inconsistency among the 
stewards. I come here and dri- 
ve one out to win the race and 
then I get four days. It’s unbe- 
lievable. 

“I will have a word with the 
Jockeys’ Association secretary 
Michael Caulfield about the 
ban, but at the moment 1 do not 
intend to appeal, even though 
it rules me out of the big Chel- 
tenham meeting cm 27 January." 

David Gaadolfo also cont- 
ributed to the numbers game 
when Ganylough provided him 
with his 800th winner, but the 
most appreciated victory of the 
afternoon was Killeshin’s suc- 
cess in the marathon handicap 
chase. 

When his trainer, John Man- 
ners, emerges with a cup of tea 
each morning at his Swindon 
yard it is not destined for his 
spouse, it appears. “I think 
more of this horse than my wife 
as I ride him all the time at 
home, rounding up cows,” he 


HYPERION 

3-20 hi Good Faith U50 Bn ggan s RaM[pt o *> r> 
Malawi 2JSO Brackenthwaite PoKticai Tow- 
er 3JO Master Of The Rock 

GOING: Good feood to firm In phi— ) 

■ Left-hand course, nnrtuUong and sharp. Not Tor the 

kmg-strkfing hone Bun-in 340yds. 

■ Racecourse is north-trest td town on A6J36. Dartingum rail* 
■ay suticn is 1 4 mites away - buswrvtee to course. ADMISSION: 
•Sub £11; TmtersaDs £7; Course £2.50 (under Ids free into all 
endMWresy. CAB PARK: Members £2, remainder Free. 


SKYERS NOVICE CHASE (CLASS E) 
£5^)00 added 3m if 110yds 

1 IP- 3211 MALAWI (14) W Betal 6 12 3 ASSrth 

2 442412 RUSSIAN CASTIE (34} J Made 7 11 11 Jl 

3 m-2 HKMBrSMHD(3S)aascn9115 

4 306-220 tSXXMHAUOM (7) P Qratnxgi 8 U5 

5 41-5045 IMSZBOF1ROrf3QCmEr8115 D._ 

6 Q0UUB- ROSES ORPHAN (319) D Todd 1011 5 K 

7 UM5D66 TIME MBTH (14) P Bevrau 7 115 . 

8 2U HGH7ME TROUT (B4) 14s A EmDocos 9 



-JRJM 


21 FIGHRNG TROUT (84) IAs$ Ataxies 9 110. 
-Hrtiiil- 

BETTWtt: 4-S M ta tl ii l, >2 Hatter Of Troy, 7-1 Temple Barth. 8-1 Bun- 
tan Carta, M F*tt« non, 12-1 tamto Hand. 15-1 otters 
1995: Crank Stall 8 11 10 D Byrne 4-5 (J JQuinn) lfl rar 


SIS 


WINNERS IN THE LAST SBVBN DATS: Hone. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Buber Step (&20) travels 280 
miles from C L Fopharn s West Bagboroogh stable in Sbmcisci. 
Lndwoa (2 JOT rarer! 201 mfles 6wn J Pearce’s Newmarket yard 
In Suffolk. Grefmwayl^a^AFI^UngTreBtfSJOTtw- 
el 20 1 miles from Miss A EaibMeus’ Newmarket stable In Suffolk. 
Slngieaole 13.50) cores 1 6li miles Mrs P Sy's Thooagr yard m- 
Cambndfseshlre. Master Of The Beck (3J0 j travels 121 mOes 
from J Madde's Church Breughton stable in Dotffriiiie. Glen Mor- 
ten (2.50) covers 120 miles from W T Kemp’s Borders yard. 


DMSQALEC0MX JOCKEYS' SELLNG HEAP 
— I HJRDLE (CLASS Q£3£O0 added 2n3f 


1 622313 BRAOSRMMnE(7)Uta)0-Jana&6UU-£ 

2 4300-06 ®£ DE VALSC (USA) (57] Snail 9 11 9 Jl Bins (4) 

3 22 MJ 5 U 4 AIMAKZAR (USA) (B) N TmMer 6 11 7 EBtabaod 

4 434602 IIEWSnUN(43) WsSAtESn7 115 B&*tn<4) 

5 5-11264 MEMAND PARK (35)(BF)ft Ccgg. 10 11 3 Bias 

6 a-00606 HAUGKT0N UD (15) I Partes 7 10 13 RMtitottoH) 

7 30TO- Gta U0RVHW (263) W Mn«101D12 FPerett 

8 4316P5- TOU.B(XKH{237) J Ctatax>7 1011 Btaifcg 

9 16-3223 GOU«E(58)(BF)WTmlrE6101O DPWfar 

GCabB 


t on I NORTHERN electric series hurdle 
(CLASS E) £3/400 4YO 2m 


1 1224 BOHILB(FH3SIOM(B8){D)M»MRMI4rll5 — PMmi 

2 TP GflSMKT LADTffl) (p)MMAEiflblrtoosllO IRpra 

3 00 ABSaUiIEF0tlY(QMisSSnMMI>12. 

J 00 BOLD TOP (56) B faXJsveS 10 12 R! 

5 COOL TACTICIAN C taker 10 12 Dtodrarp) 

6 B4CHAWH) COT»££M Hamrrcnd 10 12. _A Detail 

7 5 EUIOIIW TIE R3EL Qlj M Honrand 1012 _R Rarity 

8 fMSAN U Hammond 10 12 RBoma(7) 

9 022 IN GOOD FAITH (13) J Quran 10 12 JIDajar 

10 000 IEEDONSMK(B)UtV& 9 ert 9 lOU 

11 - COD MAJ0H S««Fr(34)M western* Iff 12 

12 lAKEAnSHTN Chambedanl012 

13 004 THREE WttD DAYS (13) T Tata 10 12 

14 TOP FH1A (USA) P Derma 10 12 

15 WHKTSSECREID(USA)HAtanndBrlD12 

16 CRAMBBIA AanHll 07 

17 LATCH XBT LAW RSAjRWntnor ID 7 D J Kamnato (S) 

BETTMCk 94 to Good FMk 7-2 AqaiGvKMkm, M BadHilha Rabat 
6-1 itaee WBd Days, 124. UMw SautfR, M-l athea. 

1995: No canesponamgaee 


T cnl EBF NATIONAL HUNT NOVICE HURDLE 
(QUALIFIER) (CLASS E) £3^400 2m 3f 
1 2414-61 BRANOER (34) (CD) J Nam 5 11 10 Wfty 


10 4#*6tt SABWtWWK(BJWBatal71010 

11 06-P200 lA«SON (7) J Peace 9102 

12 <Xm- WlUEBtHT(2253)MaS WfaiBSi 11 100 — D Ryan (4) 

13 PRJPC3 THOMAS RAND (15) MOodS 7 100 Floaty 

14 055000- D0Uy PISCES (443) WSnrti 11 IDO SPonftt{7] 

-14 


.LAapefl 


Mntaun me&t lOtL Due hanScap negnre Wffie Sun 9s lito. Thame 
rand 9st llAt Prices 9st 

BETTMfc 3-1 atmiurtterta. 7-2 Hflrind Ptei. 1M Grttam. 8-1A1- 
sanzv.TrsvMttM. ID-1 RetaDs tataa.ToB Booth. 12-1 Ttaafftaa Lad, 
Usnbsoo, 14-1 Otan llorwn, Staid Park, Tbraoss Rand, IB-1 otbec* 
1995: 8oU Pvaat 6 11 0 E Cafiatfen 7-1 (i G FezGaatt 15 tan 



faao 


ST0KESLEY HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 
D) £6^000 added 2m 3f 


122-122 POUDCSU. JUtaBL (4«{C] Steal 9 120. 
12312-3 BSYW(89)(CD)MWEasS=S*9119_ 


-AUtaiyar 

-RGantty 


U5254 JUSrmiM(E(34(C}MsMIta«byl2114 PMna 

3221136 PflECnCE RUN (9) G Rdsds 11 11 2 ADoteta 

43-3U2U CROSS CAMION (7) (BF)JHdk» 10 111 JRssd 


3P-S3U WAIT YDUTTGFE (USA) (7) (0 H Aios^ser 11 10 6 -LWjar 
134-533 RADER SHARP (38) (Q C Ftpem 10 10 0 T Dasemata $) 
-TdKhntf- 

Uhnun ue^> 10a. true fandkap aeWus: Sadier Sia? 9c 72 l 
BEIIM lk 5-2 Cm* Camoa, 114 PoBlcal Toser, 4-1 taq^n, 13-2 InH 
Rarids, 9-1 Pradpica Run, 12-1 Rafter Skap, Wtal You Tbare 
1995: VMam lltaimi 7 10 13 0 Bade, 4.1 (M D Karrontf 9 ran 

COWTON HAfBXCAP HURDLE (CLASS E) 


22112 BEQQARS BANQUET (52) P Beasnora 6 U 0 

0 BRBt£PWH( 8 )MH£awEi 6*5110 

00 CASTLE RST (3^ 1 wade 5 11 0 

30 COffflOWME p4) Marrvn Ware 6 110 

01-4X3 M0NVMAN(1^M Hammond 6 110, 


3-50 


£3*400 added 3m If UOyds 


-Dl 


• (7) 


JH Dwyer 


056- NANCYS CHOICE p35) 1 CbadBm 6 110 
0-0 0UVBT5 IMTE (14) P Derate 6 11 0 . 


JB HarrMfi (3) 
_B&attao{7] 


060-360 MSS LAMR1GHT (33) F MSQ01 6 10 9 A 

F POliy SIAR (9) L linjj) 6 ID 9 T 


3124 RAOttB.'S DAMN (46) J Ejre 6 ID 9_ 


12 OfrOO STOWSBi AMAZON (89] T Tate 5 10 9 RGanftty 

_ dfidwBd - 

BETTHG: 8-11 Bef&n BbbqmL 114 Moayam, 1 lr£ ftaaeber, 14-1 
ItaMs OMR, 18-1 PORy Star, 20-1 Bridta PMh, 33-1 oUmn 
1995: rrigetonon 6 11 2 D Bendey 6-1 (B £ WUanson) 16 ran 


1 2W2-35 lDIDEFMBUE(55)(OJ(Jwn6111D 

2 31WO DSStT HtST (31) Miss L SS2* 7 21 9 

3 120111 IUSI8T CFDEROCX(32XCO)i LteJae 7 11 7E 

4 1P3-3FP IRDOOOS (34) (CD) Its S ikstei ID 21 2 

5 000-252 SMGLE50LE (4B) MS P S^rlllll 

6 020-231 NENCHMCESpqPBBzmRSlOS 

7 PBB-1P1 Q0tDBfM«ETC34E«Ssn910a 

8 M0ra» SmONB MEASURE dQPDMsbaiil 8 100 — RScnSs 

-SdKtarad- 

IHnra *eigt lOst True hantesp «e®t S»rg ZAeasee 3a. 

KTTKS: 2-1 aMtarOftts Rocfc. 7-4 KewOarps. M Goldag MON. 
M Usa Da (taaMa, 8-lStatfsMie, ID-XTtaedos, 1S-1 oTtas 
1995LleraoiB Gsnh 6 10 12 CHatara 9-2 (P Beawrao 6 ran 



RACING RESULTS 


LJNGFIELD 

LAXkLTOOOvACtanO 114:2.MdeVart- 
ture 8- 13 fawJunK: 3. Caloaeaqr 8- L 9 ran. 
L 9. (P Mdchefl). Tote: £4^0; £0-10. 
£1.10, £L9a Dual Fbnacasc £2JO. Com- 
puter Strstgm Forecast EAJB&. 7na £3.00. 
L3Q:l. CARROLLS MARC (IWOMfi 12- 

1 2. AONafe 114 tat & Harry 14- L 15 ran. 
1. 2 ’->j. 1C Nkmay). 7018: £13.70; £3A0. 
£110. CllJOO. OF: £2L50. GSR £4&J4. 
Trtast £46530. Tno: £114.40 (pan «n. pool 
of £13230 earned ksward to Catienck 2.50 
SCO*!. 

ZOO: 1. MASNUN (ACtoV 9-2; 2. IB Nw- 
areM S-U3. Hand «f Straw 20-1. 32 ran. 
£-2 *3v Psmous Pb^n (4tW. sW-M. IV*- (R 
O^uSnani. Tate: £6.50: £2-50, £1_90, 
£10.40 OF: £1430. CSF: £3732. Tno: 
£33.60. 

2.30: L YOUR MOST WELCObe (G 
Carted »2: 2. Errant ewe ta v. 3. Raaadar 
6-1. 8 ran. sttf-hd, 3. (DtfrenchDBnH.TBte: 
£5.30: £1-10. £3-10. £160. Of: £3.70. CSft 
£i24. After j stewards’ the placing 
rernaned unaltered. 

XOO: 1. RANDOM 1C RutZert 14-1; 2- Fort 
Knot 8-1: 3. Nawtagton Butts 11-1. U ran- 
15-8 t» ParaOo*. nk, hd. iC Jareesr. Tata: 
£1030; £2-20. £2.40. £5.ia OF: £59.20. 
CSF: £120.29. Traasc £1.189.11. Trro: 
£12140 !jwt son. pool of £8733 tamed fcr- 
K3ri » Cattenck 2.50 today ■. NR: Hw* 
Th«*s. 

3J0C l_sm NORMAN HOtr ID 20- 

L l WRd Sbwwbany 11-8 £w a. Kawr Gotf 

lad* 10- 1. 24 ran. = 3Ci. «TT CTScSlrvan). 

1W*e£3L30t £530, £130. £9.0a (Xrt toe- 

C3SC £28.80. CSF: £50.18. Traasc Oi l OB 
'■KJ: £143.50. 

44JOM. SOAMfta (J 1*463*0 4 1: 2. te- 
weaUna 12-1; 3. RobaUfon 7-2. lHai.5- 

2 far Wot. 3. Vt. ip Buigwnei. Tata: Co. 7K 
£2_20, £2.90, £2.40. Dr: £55.60. CSF: 
£5L29 l Incase £176.40- Tno. £77JM. 
W— pots £142.70. Quadpot £47 20. 

"•ea 6s £13135. Plaee S: U2ZA7. 


LUDLOW 

2240: X. MASTER TTBBE (W MaratOO) 3- 
1 CO fey; 2. Dream RMa 3-1 co tar, 3. Tha 
Bounder 15-2. 18 ran. 3-1 co fav Hare cf 
Oak. IV*. 11. (Ms J Pitman). £410; £240. 
£3,60. £2-00. DF: £5.90. CSF: £1218. 

140:1. awtflNSyOsbomel 8-13 tor 2. 
Trade Haro 6-1; 3. Tortan 50-1. IT ran. V*. 
14. (S Shemood). Tote: £1.60: £1.10, 
£1.70, £17.60. DF: £6.70. CSP. £521. Tno: 
£117.00. Green Crusader. 

140: X PMDEWOOO PICKER (AMa&n) 

5- 1 toe 2. Madcal Bid 10-1; 3. Real Pop- 
corn l&l; 4. Master Murpny 6-1. 19 rm. 
1,1ft. (R Pnce). Tota: £4.10; £3.60. £230. 
£5.70. £220. DF: £46.70. CSF: £5822. Tn- 
casC £730.95. Too: £817.70. tBt Boautan. 

2AO: 1. TURMN8 TWX (A Ma»*e) 8-11 
toe 2. Vkaga 14-1: 3. Doot Tafi Ibe Mta 

6- L 8 na 5. IV*. ID McholsonkTotas £130; 
£1.50, £220, £1-30. Of-. £16.00. CSF: 
£11.68. Tncasc £3ai4. Aft Powder Boy. 

240: 5, TttWHALL PKDttE (Gary Lyons) 

£M tav; 2 . Earty Drinker 5-2: 3. Cokroel toft 

7- 1. 8 ran- 2. L (A Streeter). Tota: £2-30; 
tun , £280. £230. Dft £330. CSF: £7.73. 
Tncasc £28.00. 

3JD: 3. HOOOMNKBC (A OoHwiJ 8-1; 2. 
Cupar CM 20-1; 3. OW Money 33-1: 4. Now 
Wta Know 7-1. IS ran. 9-4 to Apacnee Rower. 
8, 14. (WJenkSl. Tote: £680; £120. S8U 

£ia7a £ 22 a Dt- £ 110 . 90 . esc £ 15123 . 

Trcssc £431083. Tno; £22080- 

3^KR 1. SHtNMG tKHT (A 7-2 

jtto:2.P9nboiteyFto»7-2Jlto:3.Vwjre- 
M Q -2 IS ran. 1, 4. (O Mctatson. Tempto 
Guong). Tots: £4,20; £180. £2.00. £280. 
DF; £1080. CSF: £16.03. Tna £88 3 0. 

440: 1. SOUNDS UKE FUN 16 F Ryan) 6- 
1; 2. Kaiadrasa 6-H 3. Potter's 8* 47 
to. 17 tm. 6.7. 1 Mss H Tftngd). Tone £6.9 0: 
f t m , fX4a £180. DF: £23.10. CSF; 
£40.02. Tno: £380. NR: Vafin Ma®t 
4JJ0: 1. DRESS DANCE iSOptte MOdieS) 
20-1; 2. Gobdngo 14-1; 3. Society Quest 
12-L 13 ran. 4-1 to Spots View (Sdi). 7, 
IV*. (N Mmftefl). Tota: £3580: £3.70, 


£480. £380. DF: £192 50. CSF: £249.63. 
Tncasc £3.165.15. NR MuaaNI. 

Ptecopoe £2180. Qoadpot: £540. 

Placo 6t £2681. Place 5: £17.76 l 

TAL^TTDN 

180: X. WGHTOWN CXVAltet U Hauls) 
9-2:2. Ha’m A Kbf !<■!: 3. Tiektrty^ GHt 
3-1 taw. 12 ran. att-hd. 12. fR ttac^s. Somer- 
ton). Jock £580; £200. £3.00, £180. OF: 
£3980. CSF: £56.62. Tncasc 1133.6a Traj: 
£47 8a NR Star Maries. 

130:1. SC O TTI SH W H 3 DPM {Guy Lous) 
33-1: 2. Coast ASoog 11-2; 3. Vafiant To^ 
M4-7to.UrazLlZ3V2.IWda*- fvltoro). 
Tot*: £4480: £48a £130, £180. DF: 
£9680- CSF: £211.75. Tno: £1318a 
280: 1. KILLESH1N fS Cwrar) 12-1; Z Vi- 
conqit da Vaboonz 12-1: ZBrackenfieid 14- 
3. 31 ion. 3-1 to SwSBy Bay (Wk 8 dta. 
(H Mamera). Tote: £1Z50: £2.00. £480. 
£740. Dft £39.70. CSF: U21.SL Tncast 
£1.741.71. Tno: £201.00. 

280:3. CHAPRASSKD Bt^satol 7-4; Z 
TnmPtodiSO-l;Zlltei»n 0—500-12 
ran. 13-8 ter Mae Morose flea). 25. 4. (M 
Pipe). Tote: £330: £.1-10. £380. £580. DF: 
£3980. CSF: £548a Trxr a£88a NftK An- 
other Rfflt**. SotSerU. 

380: Z GARTOUJOeH (M DeyWll-Z Z 
Coofcoe 7-2 to; 3. So utham p ton 7-1. 14tre>. 
L 9- CO GandoBb). Tote: £580; £2U, £240. 
£2ia CP: £178a CSF; £24.78. Traasc 
£13a49. Tno: £2880. 

350:3. ALL CLEAR (DBsdgsas) 7-1; Z 
Ulm Kecte eters to; 3. ABow 16-1. 12 can. 

Z-v. 6. MPjpel lotas £78£t £ 28 a £ 180 . 

£3-4a OF: £88a CSF; £1445. Tncasc 
£11181. Trim £6050. NR Kr^sSeM. 

480:3. DRESS DANCE (Septse MscheDl 
2C-1.-Z Qnkfioea 14-1;Z Society tfooet 12- 
Z 13 ran. 4-1 to Spcrs View (5*1. 7. IV*. 
(N Mffihed). Tote: £3580; £3.70, £48a 
£38a DF: £19280. CSF: £24983- Traasc 
£3 J.GSAS. Tra: £3928a Wfc MusteW. 
Jactoob nor nan (£987489 re KentoW to- 
day. Pteeepob £413.00. Qcredpoc £62.70. 
Plaoa 6: £349.45. Place Sc £7988. 


said. “I love him and there will 
be some celebrating tonighL" 
Maimers' glee was apparent 
facially, though his words were 
less distinctive. “I’ve gat ray best 
gear on - as I thought he'd win 
- but I've forgotten my faha* 
teeth,” he said “So don’t ask me 
many questions.’' 

This was Killeshin’s first tri- 
umph since capturing the Fox- 
hunters’ Chase at Ain tree in 
1994, and he is now likely to re- 
turn to Merseyside for the 
Grand National. 

Further success there would 
secure a bonus of £50,000 and 
provide for Manners’ funeral ex- 
penses. "If we win the Grand 
National I think TO die," he said. 

"But HI give him one more 
run before then but I don’t 
know where,” he added 
Mark Perrett was knocked 
unconscious when his mount. 
Hullo Maxy Doll, unseated him 
in the Yarcombe Novice Hand- 
icap Hurdle at Ihnnton. 
Brought back in an ambulance, 
the jockey was then taken to 
Musgroye Park Hospital for a 
precautionary x-ray examina- 
tion. 



Yesterday’s Taunton winner Killeshin is Grand National-bound Photograph: Phil Smith 

Lincoln market sharpens up 

Callaghan’s Ihrawa, Maiy Rev- 
elers Billy Bushwacker and 
The Queen’s Beyond Doubt - 
a springer from 33-1 to 12-1 
joint-favourite with Ladbrokes. 

Latest betting with William 
Hill the race sponsors, is: 12-1 
Sharp Prospect, 14-1 Beyond 
Doubt. Thrawa, 16-1 
Beauchamp Jazz, Billy Bush- 
wacker, Decorated Hero, Delta 
Soleil, 20-1 others. 


The market for the Lincoln 
Handicap on 23 March burst 
into life yesterday with Sharp 
Prospect and Beauchamp Jazz 
attracting support. 

The former, trained by Reg 
Akehmst and a runaway winner 
of the Spring Mile consolation 
event Last season, kept the Lad- 
broke phone lines busy and 
was been supported down from 
25-1 to 12-1 favouritism. 


Similarly, Beauchamp Jazz, 
trained by champion trainer 
John Dunlop, was the subject of 
some hefty support down from 
as high as 33-1 to 16-1. 

One punter staked £1,000 
each-way on the GayKelleway- 
trained Samwar at 33-1 with the 

Tote, who subsequently brought 
the four-year-old into 20-1. 

Among the other horses to 
attract money were Neville 


HYPERION 

LOO River North (nb) 3J00 Great Easeby 

1_30 OCEAN HAWK (nap) 3^0 Repeat The Dose 

2£>0 Cross’s Delight 4XK) Stringing Sixties 

230 Bama Boy 


ro“57ri EASTER HERO HANMCNP CHASE (CLASS C) £7,000 added 
l=r^J 2m Penalty Value £4JB5 

1/1360-2 BARNA BW p3) dim WKDffl N HerdBaon 8 12 0 MARte*araM 


GOING: Good. 

■ Sight- hand cootae. Practically QaL. Run-in of 20Cyrfa. 

■Racecourse ta on A308 m Suntaty. Bus tbdc from Rfchmond Undofeound raadon. Kemp- 
ton Put railway station ad)c*ns coarse. ADMISSION: Chib A TaoerealtaSlO (18 n» 26- 
year-olds) £8; Star Ring £5. Acoongareed chOdrai undo--] 6 taft CARPARK: Monbos 
£2; iw imnAr , Eree. 


k**nun aeMK iflBL Tna MnJtsp oelgt: 93 3a. 

BETTOR 94 BHaa Boy, M Itaw HbaT Writ, 4-1 Mao Mood, 118 Unto 6-1 Radso Star. 12-1 
PsacaoBB, 16-1 Wytoa, 33-1 


64HFU TBETWNTWW(43) (D) BBtks (%nnesto> R Rftrs 7 119. 

PRVP5P- GA1BUNG ROm. 773) (C) Ms T Preiad) DrPPfltiHRJU 117 DCPHMtart 

32U311A PHCtoMN (643) (D) Psier GttvtgEO Us D feme ID 11 4 A 

42-4114 RODEO SIM (USA) (42) (D) (J C Bntfuyl N Tlntaar ID 110- 

OF6004 LASAIM14) P) [P Urrfe) P HoObs 11 10 13 A P McCoy 

311013 MAH MOOD (FB) (50) Sri E*ri Ras A Sections Lti)C ttoaks 5 10 6 GBadtay 

143QAF WHAM (13) (MraJSWooton) JORod 9 100 PHIds 

-8 


SIS 


There are plenty h hare rettti Cbkns, not toast Time Wart Malt, who confirmed the promtaa 
of to eaiter defeat «V FuS OPibob at Havdodt wdh a«W>ef cotnfcnatee win rarer me same 


hone at Doncaster. 


Star was moving up rXosty when he hrt lha fourth last and ton. 


■ LEADING TOAINE8S WITH RUNNERS: NJHeadersoa — 17wtnDersfrom66rui>- 
nfrs ai a ratio oT26.2%givinga |ntt toa£l eukc of £1386; M C Ptpc — 14 retautes, 
60 riBiNXS, 238H, + £2283; JT GUM —14 tomera, 94 ranm, 148%. £1(X12D NkW- 
wom — 12 retanss, 63 nmaen, 19£-4fc, ^25.66 O Sherwood — 10 «lnnexx,44 22.7%, - 
£JZ27 K C BaOeff — 9 winneia, 46 runners, 19.6%, S7J0B D R C Elawartta — 8 wbincre, 
01 runners, 148%, +£1283. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS; J Osbane - 25 wtnneis, 126 rides, 198%, -£1180 X Das- 
woody — 22 winners,! 01 rides, 218%. -£2482 M A Pitzgerald — 13 winners, 62 rides, 
21%, +£1088 A Magaiic — 12 wtmas, 82 rides, 148%, -£2880 N WnKateaon — 1 1 
wtamere, 51 rides, 21.6%, +£387. 

WINNERS IN LAST SEVEN DAIS: None. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Circle Boy (2.00) A Great Eaaeby (3.00) (rare] 291 
mBes (Tom W Storey’s MnggJeHrick stable in Co. Durham. Eedeo Star (2.30 J cowos 220 
□riles Cram N Tinkler's Langura yard, in North Yorkshire. 


an chance In that Doncaster race and reopposes on Ob better terms. Bama Boy's jump- 
ng, which lot hkn down after such a prenung amt over fencee last season ana toiced s 
return to hunBng, seemed a thing of the past at Worcester on he reappearance. Unfortu- 
nately, hts one am only mtttate, when going stranpy fn the lead at tha Anal fence, cost 
him the race agNnst Northern Sadder. The winner has ftantod the tom a rice and a dear 
round would pm Bamaflt Boy e peae chance, yet one afth better prospects than hts fig- 
ures suggest raid vtfto mMit be the value ta LASAXA. The ex-tnsh gekfeng was having ha 
flist mn since Apnl when ftturth behind Sadonus at Ttowoester a tomtptt apx Always we8 
there, he led from the seventh until coming to the end of hs tether between the last on. 
yet even then he would probably have been second if he hadn't hit the last Hel come on 
a lot to the nm. Some of the horses to han come torn France recently h»e been thrawn 

exception. This yoratgetar neetkapsd hs 
i the ears two furlong; a Windsor am two 


in at the we&os am Mon Mood may be no exception. THs youtgEter spreadaa£ed hs 
field at Hereford (2m3J) but couldn't manage t 


(2m3f) but oouklnT 
mdes may be his distance. Selectlan 


uoo 


EXTRA DnrUGHT NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS D) (DIV I) £4J)00 
added 2m Penalty Value £2^18 

15 l«MM|SqaaMVBESJ)ltasHHft£l6U4 J« 

111-F2P wears tw PM) (D) (Ore DSm*D*lftpe5 114 . 

ARCWTHUWER(lBA)(Merti)rUnvAEDorts)[a^Henas510l2 . 

45 ARTimil(50)|AFMem)MsMUcCouit510l2. 


BUHSai BUT ISK OBBtqtor WStas) J 6AM 6 ID 12 - 
ft OaXVDDCHBS t36mwRSnera)JBntor81D12_ 

DOOtXS POOUS J BfroBs} P IktfpfK 6 10 12 

RM. sne Otatr Htoeid de HWB« Ms J fed 5 ID 12- 
00 MUBB CHANCE 04) (Ms Kate Van) P Notts 5 ID 12. 


-PHkta 


4ft44 URD WBUNSON p75) (Mis T UcOxto)) J tartes S ID 12 _ 
ft€ IBd ALBION (USA) (50) (The BanowB^sIN Havtason 5 1012. 

5 nvsi NORTH 03) (W)[PD Sad) lady Hemes 6 ID 12 

BUNC SWWL(D Skaru M Btarenad 5 ID 12 . 


_BT£xmey (3) 
Staff) 


-HA 

— R 


64 KOnaN Mite Oil) (WRamjKe%)P«MbB8 1012. 
-14l 


BETTHG: 10-11 Rwr North, 5-1 Robsrfk Toy. 6-1 itoriil, 158 Atrik Data, 20-1 Ait Tktnm, 
Btaantao Boy. W Store. 38-1 lantRMtapDa. Nsa AUoa, Seotflsb BrnO, 50-1 otters. 

19BS: No cooesporatog meeting 

FORM woe 

The few nurcflers Lady Hemes has are neatly always decent Flat racers am ITs lad hick that 
Arctic Thunder ard RfVS? NORM nano 0 een drawn n the same mmm. Arctic Thunder 
S a smait iraddtodstance nsndcapper on the Flat am a an 8dmtab^tou0i sort wno should 
have the right resahe to make a successful hurdtar. but he nv^n just need this test at- 
tempt. just as River North Ad at Sandown 13 day® ago. rarer North had figured m the Cham- 
tson Hirtfe betting tang britare ha had jumped a lutie In an^r am ms tooutte to SandowrA 
Tahvonh ftotOe won by Wffit Wn. The Sandown race was s hoi one and he a definitely 
worth another chance. Robert* Toy has almost as muen experience over hurtfles as the 
other 13 put together and has to be resoected on tha score alore. A winner o( hta final 
three starts taa season, he was ooncedng 96 when mmer-up to another decent Fiat home 
in Mshing a Cheiienham bach in September. Selection: RIVER NORTH. 


ROML MAH. HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS C) £5^250 added 

1 3m llDyds Penalty Value £3345 

232521 GffiArEASrar(41)m<DCBSto)WSuey61110 R UoCkatii (7) 

322MU TMCE7HE BUCSSXW(15) [Da«ti FWAsoroTThorTCor Jtnes 9 11 10 . 

/551-00 SABNBIWBl096toBTqhx)UsJHenerl2119 


350032 LANDS) SENTRY (USA) (43] (K W Bel & San LSS C Broad 7 11 7 

148411 SAHTH TOO ff5HD)tSrr*iManslteBMea Co Lull Mrs JFtonan 8117- 

1D30-P0 NKXTHE BEAK 03) (Q (Sr MtirtelMsorO Mn B Upson 7 11 6 

30P941- MEDU.OISEAU (28Z) (IQ ffranh Vcxy) PRatwns 8 11 1 


-G Hotel (3) 


I Osborns 


7 

8 12P-PP1 COOLCUMMOD9 (D) (M& P B Btarmet U ftpe911 1 Gea DBridgntw 

9 3D4FFR IfclltRli r f telRABSfftoWffl^rafcaWWTasairiOawet 71033 CUemBp 

10 42F-141 CHMGMB(30) (M Wtrasan NQe)TOence7 ID 12 J>Hanetei(7) 

11 353032 RffOL PVSI (NZ) (43) (A MDtataitenl A JIMson 9 ID 10 A toy 


A P McCoy 


12 R33m SFBMLACCOlWr (43) (D) (Tcxir Rerih) C Bawei 10 U) 5 

-Udsdared- 

BETTWa: MOJO CatanCtaa, 4-1 TtawlhsBUralita. 11-2 SraBiTbo, 13-2 toratEraeby, 7-1 tac4- 
ed Geaby, 10-1 Cool CIoml 12-1 Royal Pfeer, StesM Riser, Special Accorari, 34-1 Batter Bytbo 
Mass, 16-1 Mcfc Tha Bask, 20-1 MaH Otaaw 

RMMBUDE 

Ca*n Gtaa outstayed GoTdenswrft at Ludlow (2m5fll0y) and there seems WBe doubt that 
shan be equally effective over this longer trip- She's on a race we&n (phis her regular nd 
er rates off another 7Bi) am the runner-up w ent on to wm at Sandown. men a^n * 
Boy (tort let down the form of TAKE TIE BUCKSXllto Nottm^tam wm t^r gomg on m 
is b thkti in Storm North at Ascot Take The Buctataj had trouncsti him over tots mp. see- 
mg it out realy wen after leachng at the fourth last and the nne-year-oW has come ngn 
into hts own smee taddng longar distames this season, toast Easeby had been pushed 
along urn way from home before bearing Landed Gantry gang away over a furtotg leu 
at Haydock. The altered wel^m ™te a 0068 , but the rwer-up has shown his best tom 
when then has been a lot more cut In the gtxnL Batter Bytte Gtaaa Is bach hurdling 
after an imsucoassM spall over fences. He should do better, thougt one who has found 
reiertkig m hunting a posftive boon is Stetb Too , a Cheltenham am Ha)tiocfc winner and 
lively to be thereabouts once more. Srtert lo n: TAKE THE BUCKSKIN. 


130 


WALTON HURDLE (CLASS D) £4,000 added 4YO 2m Penal- 
ty tota* £3081 

531P22 OCEAN KAMK (USA) 09 fPt Mss J Broacrixs) N TwsKrvOewea 11 & CUreafos 

51 DOiMPFafMjn IMCftv*sO»teJCerin2 -I Kart 


IO Of|| HANWORTH HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS B) ElflOO aided 
3m Penalty Vatae £4^11 

P156-1U WMBTKGAECJAlSaHIWN^odJGflonJlDUlD A P McCoy 


1 50VS2B9S FWtADE (34) ff) (R^moraJ Tooffd N Henderson 11 2 
5410 1AST Sta (2S) n Ms Bsa Long! J Jafos 10 
20 BAITIEMP BRUCE (13) (T A foreman N CaBgffln Iff 10 
BBE OUTTHE (USA) (B W taen) Qaeme fto ID ID 
0 DEftHAB 03)(T J V4x8eyl D Gandda 1010 


563 KNG OF BABYLON (43) OtoBKl J Coten! lady Hemes ID 10. 
KURBAL JBkia {Scortrg Ftartnera} U Usher ID 10 
KEUHESTftlSA) (Paul Man) N WHter ID 10 
05 ZABMH (1S| dsdy Haral D Mcteboa 10 ID. 

HMDTS BET (USA) tftn VN SrflfO N Cafe«m ID 5 
-12 



5U213-2 OEffiR SHEnODIM WMa HLOpeiPHttbs 11114. 
685233 BEFHTTTEDOSEm (ATAVOesJTCasqrllllO. 


— 6 Tana ay ft 
— RDmoody 
J*JCud0ty(7) 
_ -Dbfopmttr 


swm t 


BETTWQ: 94 Ocate Hartb M Sovatrtte PndA M Dooappel, 10-1 ZabaA 12-1 BatOatUp 
Broca. 1W. last 3pin, Nearest, 18-1 Ktag « Babylon, Handyta Brt, 33-1 Deytato, 60-1 often 
RMMBUDE 

Oeoan Hawtata second ta Tibetan at Sandown 13 oars ago m deep mud may ffottar him. 
ri was afl too much to Ba UtesI dp Broee who vas 12m. tt was afaondmg soft when Ocean 
Kawfc made a brave anampt to concede Lisotho a stone at Exeter the tfme before. Nigel 

TwsmvOavies ms an adrwably touffi juvenle — to also «re« down figtUng ® 

Return am yesterday's Lixtoar Miner Daring a Ascot « Nowmber — but mereta a One 
there k SOVEREIGNS PARADE beat Raddyfe Return at Hajdocfc before Christmas on hta 
htmttng debuL Sovereigns Parade vas getting 121b tom Padays Return (Ocean Hawk vras 
racing at feudal, but could not have been more enpresshra. P oma ppel put in an ertcoir- 
agng first ran when ffflh behfod Ora- Kus and Dating at Cheftenhsmst December emeteit 
days ternr made a£ and pet heid Daily Boy a Haddock. Se le ct ion : SOVEREIGNS PARAfe 


222-225 T0UR9IPI«CEO3)minriStM4MssHKntel3110 
5 1322Q IHEMMPf6B}(IheHon Us CYeaaegD Gnssaf 9100 

-Sdsctared- 

Mntoum aetftt: lOtt 7h* fwxfiap taiga: Hie Mfo 99 lift. 

BETTWft 134 TMoUre Bata, 188 Ctaver Straphert, 9-2 Toareea Prfnee, 5-1 Repeat The Dose, 

12 -lTbattefo 

RMMGUDE 

Tamoan Prince drooped away over the last two wtten filth behind Smith's Band In a de- 
cent hanucap at HaydocK last Ome. The old boy stil has a race in him but two am Three- 
Quarter mftes is his trip. There must also be reservations about Repeat The Doeo and The 
Wkpo rerihSdaanoe am this loote a toss-up between Yortahtre Bala andCtafERSHEP- 
HERD. Yortohire Gale returned to action with possHy his best nm yet, a defeat of EtSm- 
tmre and eabtamas Run Up The Rag tom our of the Aaracap at Cheftenham last rnorsh. 
He radnr last long when qraetly forded to Ascatls Berarware Cup but wW be strongly fan- 
cied to mate amends. Ctaver Shepherd'S flrat ran ofthe seasoa am hs first n u months, 
was to gs down flghnngtoSmmrs Band at level we^htsKWincanton. Taking that meiai- 
fy he would have beaten Touraan Pnnce a to farther si Haydock than he (fid at Exeter 13 
months ago. Glenn Tortney takes the rider from Peter Hobbs and his 3ib claim, mus the 6ft> 
Yorkshire Gale has to concedB, mayaJ mate the dflerence. Selection: CLEVER SHEPfCRD. 

EXTRA DWUGHT NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS D) (DIV I) SAflOO 
added 2m Penalty Value £2,918 

(43) (D) 0«d Veaey) D Nctwison 5 11 8. 


2*00 


RUNNYMEDE CONDITIONAL JOCKEYS NOVICE HANDICAP 
HURDLE (CLASS E) £4>000 added 3rn 110yds £3,061 

344X3P CWWN RJBKT (7) (Ms Caral DaMd J tetew 7 11 ID Sta 

61 HAmH05TA6Epq(AJUlgniW«B5119 
OFD-564 UIGS BRANWGAN f48) (J B Dorter) M tatetcc* 7 11 8. 

EF-PU2 (SOSAS DBJEHT (13) (Bf)ffqgO« Pannes*) MP?e9U 7 
723000 JUST BRUCE A lA M Hash) Ms E Headi 7 11 5 
4640-5 ROW (15) (Ms CJ (ksm R Bolder 7 113 


6 

7 408FPF ID-F1MN8 MBSRE (VQ (Scan QSonS R Ddcn 8 ID 5. 


ID 


0400100 NY OUARD 09 IBtatferare, Statens £ Peingan) NBabtato 9 100 
0QFAO2 CBOEBOr(«QISItoq>Ud)WSoey91DO. 


004140 BOOtA VOGUE (3(9 (Nod Meph)) 0 (TNsi 6 10 0. 

-IDdrctoed- 



1-111 CASTLE 

1 - (MRUQUM WNIK (241} ID A JcbnanlROStetan 5 10 13 
03- AMAZE 1437) (tody KanaBre PhTfos) lady Hemes 7 ID 12 


002-0 OBXIEY0UtS8F(7B)(DavdFHtoan)rTlx)nGDnJtxws61O12 . 
RMEBEA|SPtan0TQEsey71O12- 
FBOQMMCH (USA) 0*S Hetei Mfc) R mips 6 ID 12 



7 

55 JUSTffACE(34)(taJon|*AtiensuflJ&tal51D12 

PMde 

8 

9 

1£W» MAITRE DE MUSIQUE (36) {Robed Oglen) Antes Tunes 5 ID 12 

PCartmy 

10 

0 SVKN6M SKIES (55) OUtgsonJ G L Moore 5 ID 12 


11 

630- TUKANO|C»TOP(to^TP*Ox*ra^jJenteH51D12 - 


12 

Hrt tBOQON (SB) QJet Dtansi M Hnowln* R in Vi 


13 

OW-PS JUNGLEHKMNA7 (8) (PWHbO PltolT ID 7. 

— lAMcCartnr 


tSmm «ei£hc ID* Trae handcap aeffe Hy 6uod 9a 13B. Octo Boy 9s 13b. Bootecgc 9st 5b. 

BE7TWB: 138 Cmcto DaMbt, 4-lcfcde Boy, 11-2 Bow, M. lags BoartteV 1W Hrew Hastate 
M Dam Htet 12-lJart Bwca. 2M torn 

RHMflURTE 

Martm Pme has transformed CHOSA’S DE1IGHT from a persistent non-finisher too some- 
tttng Ure the finahed amefo. Having won a poor seBer at Ereter, orty the second ume he 
tad com p leted me couse m 13 attempts, Crasa's Deficit foSowed up in a more keenly- 
comested seBer there on New Years Day and nearly made 4 a nat-tnck In a nomesT hand- 
cap K SandoMt. The dstance ism ary ttoubta to Cbcto Bov. Cnsto Driftz a fitn-rwrar 

and who led ratal collared n the final 50 yards at a three- mteseter at Bfinburgi last month. 

Thafs onty moderate tom, but he gats plenty of wrtffa and has come a long vay to run. 

How was staying on over the last two behind subsequent winner HafieDenftg over 2m5f 

at Nctangam- That wasrrt a bad filg nm of the season. Seto c tt o n: CHOSA’S DELIGHT. sbdere vwih. Se l ection: 


-lSdedared- 

BETTNB: 5« CMba Sweqt, 94 Jart N Ace, 1M Swtatet SWteft 12*1 A«a. Hartoiydn Wdc. 
14-llteftra De ltertite.TUiHa. Vaodoon, 18tl Scontoa Star, 25-1 Decide Yeursrtfi Rw kfoa, 
33-lrtbare 

FORM GUIDE 

Joat Tl Ace cau^t the eye at Ascot on hs hudtaig with ns fifth behind Strong Premise. 
He was fer tom ready yet strt looted as if he mffu get second unto shoping on landing 
over the last. He Brushed even farther behma ttod-pbeed Strong Itomise in a hot race won 
to Cat! Eqraname there nan time and. whBe that was a W8e o gapp cmtmg, to remans a 
race prospect and the lOti he ffss should ensure CASTlf SWEEP doesm have it aE ns 
o«m way. That is Just what has been happenng smee dual bumper winner CasSe Sweep 
were hurting am ne tofiowed a very easy mn at Bangor by oetong Keep it Zipped wttn ns 
head m hts cnest at NotUrtoram. He looks the more brushed anxae at present and ■$ v«th 
Bore CASTl£ SWEEP. 


yiHE 1\DEP£.M>£VT 


Horse Racing 


;fesidl588»- 111 171 
CeEBnajsduy 0839 - 111 17 5 


rBUOSStt 


«tadtevrt ■ ■ 




RAC I 

f ULL RESUL 

089 1 - t 

elYisie 

TS SERVICE 

68-1 63 

Irci-T.Yi -ntroaf th, q> 

I 

psp 


i',n 1 lid 

immis 



SOUTHWELL 


1 An\ OYSTER MEDIAN AUCTION MAIDEN 
■^1 STAKES (CLASS F) £3350 added 7f 


2.40 


SHARK HANDICAP (CLASS E) £4,500 
added 3Y0 6f 


o'rirtl LOBSTER SELLING STAKES (CLASS F) 
£3J50 added 1m 3f 


HYPERION 

1.40 Northern Grey 2-10 Miss ZanzBrar 2-40 
Weetman^s Weigh, 3JD Modest Hope.340 Sar- 
sai, 4J0 So Amazing 


DQOQOO HB«En«ES10NmPHaftng490- 

Cb IDCHBOE (440) J Eussx 9 0 

DOG -60 UAH OF IMf n N Lsreeen 4 n 0 

co- HcreAteas^BUcUanKAgo 

*OS4i€ HORifEfM GSE7 (S) J 9eny 4 9 0 


— j Obtain 
jtcoteaoo4 
-TBUeLarttaa 1 


■C T te to BB 


GOING: SUndoid. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Low for at 

■ Fibresofld solace: Eeft-haad step, oval course 

■ Kac*wui«ttltaw=ritessooltj-«^crfK^ 3 mitesataires; 

ofVe»ark « Rtritesum. RoliesM Junction zoOmy sxson x&=s 
rJ course ADMISSION: Club &1Z Taaesaas £6 iOAP M=> 
ten pf course's Ramaad Cfcb £4. anxanpartol <=ato-lCs ftweN 
CASPARS: FYee. 



-33300- OURRDBBff(102)iF3Gsa£490 . 
r 0- PUSWA NUB (31)7 Hascn 590- 
S 3330- SQUAREbEM.fR){M3)SSa*rgS90 — create (5) S 

9 O- TMEDEBt«84)S0Gcrrxi4g0 Bn«tert2 

«G 22320- HJRJT GEHTE (39) fl 3oa “ 3 9 IWaaxer7 

C356W S0tonfta.pB) = Ascr499 J Forte* 12 

BEJTVft 5-2 ntyGarfie, 3-1 S^te* Dart. 4-1 So Nstort, 5-1 Oer Robert, 
6-ltfexttem Tilt) IT 1 1lijTarii 16-1 Man Of May, 66-iottera 


DOTDO-2 FtoST MATTE (14)SBMnng 97 

41620-1 VME71MN5 WHGH (14){CD) R HtobnshBSd 9 7 -Al Mgtraa 8 

180 IM)OFUGHr{Z7)fB)RQjes95 ITMelD 

06000-5 SnLUrMBir(U)jyHsrari94 litetaS 

8ForitM9 
-Deaa Mstaxte 7 


422-0 BTT Of BODBt (l*)T8aror 8 11 
OQO- CHUWCI74)Jle9ifi6. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 060415 CASIl£GOffiB*[Hroff»pF)PtestmB 0(7« MBaMm 

8 100000- DOWITHEYARDff6)gl]Haaonan710MwttoDNyer(7)4 

9 3206-5 MADAMMB0(M).iBato«710 OteeBtetefll 

10 00000-3 SBMB flKmy (14) M Chatman 7 10 PtamyRS 

1 1 OOOO OO GRESHAM fUBt (lfl B Rehraorti 7 10 A Mackey 2 

BETTORS: 3-1 tat Malta, 7-2 Ttateao’c Write 5-1 Carta Cowmor, 
6-1 Hrt Of Ute. 7-1 Uadm bate 8-1 n Of Bother, 10-1 oOm 


060133 SARAS ff) M Carotia 4 9 4 
41040(7- BAUTRlUa (USA) ffOO) R T£V) 5 9 2 
50*805 EASTIBCH (9) (C) R Hotartwaa T 9 2 
403411 HMRHURST (9) (C) D AiStita 5 9 2 
03050-4 SHARP GA2H1E (14) 9 S-tz: 6 S 11 
342450 KAflD LOVE (17) J El'S 4 8 8 
OOOOOO IRKED MOOD (7) (C) B LLereSjt: 4 8 8 
O'- PtMftW PE ff80) A Hanstt 4 fi 8 


1 
2 
3 
e 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 01«W0- SOTCTTflNGSPSW (223) PBwai 483 NCarittaS 

BEnWG: 7-4 Safari. U-4 WMtetrt. M Eartrtte 5-1 HM lava. 12-1 
Sharp Gaaefia. 14-1 Soaethtag Speedy, 36-1 Mtaed Mood. 201 otbera 



mm 


B^EERED FOR naSTT TW- M a nn a Bey (ZlOLSaiwerTO- 
i_,-i i0.,D«m1G«*CraM!lt(4.!0i- 

u*, i.iOitraiirwbsFiUta 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Premier Saacr(5Jfll£ QtdnxS 
Martin , I H'J Ban* IT-i =&* fcom D Hipdr-Jotea’ E£aC [safsfo- 
bh- :r «ui CtoaaigE. 



HALBUT APPRENTICE CLA»®«3 STAKES 
(CLASS F) £3^00 added lm 
tW H B M0flrom£*gF^ai3 .C Teague 4 

CHKRflBHUICIfllCflHSrSaaS 4335 ►FlgtteftfflS 

Wg BM550l BmmJCar’Jlfl31DPta8to6 

W5S SW2BA2 (3) (O) r Paw. 4 S 5 LNertsel 

— RH*to2 

MMMAfitofljSigWJ^fia 1 OSa«ey(53 

saMO«lA(«)(P)?rt3si-:4 713 JISdrti7 

MtotoMItow , 7 ^HBSrt— rtaa.4-iCMririgi 
■er MM. 56-1 Marta Say, 65-1 Anabe 


3-10 


OCTOPUS HANDICAP (CLASS E) £4*500 
added lm 4f 

1 600000 IBJSEUM(95)(D|Ottebota591D AtattMaaS 

2 221005- CROSS DUX(g7)RH9toSfteaC4 98 -Thai 2 

3 60561-6 FBaBtMNCEP3)nDH4dnJcnss99BUUtartto7 

4 221325- H111RAT* (129) VI Ks£i 692 MeOaoag 

£ 230220 UUffU.(U)jHB3eTDn4 90 RCodm>6 


4J.0 


LADBROKE ALL-WEATHER SERIES H’CAP 
(QUALIFIER] (CLASS E) £4^00 7f 

1 2311 CASWfiSE LADT (48) (D) J £yr - 1C- 0 -RUtataC 

2 644381 SOAH*ZWBM(CD)M^5«i:49r JWeaw S 

3 140223- 2MNIM)CER(3S7)(D)D% 3023495 — JUrtOraaval 

A K04J1 RRSr«0U)m(TOjlf.'S3r:95 -6e>> — SDWXtoms7 

5 553094 K*n6ETCADO(T(U)JLttr54S4 JFEte>3 

6 0630-51 AflUADOM(CO)£Sor.rs: = 9 CTetora|5}6 


6 62001-5 AMSI0P|X7)(C}RAIereE!481!. 


-TArttay(7)3 


60C33-1 MODEST HOPE (7) (CD) B foCsnatl 9 S 9 [Sfcl Jlfa&wrA 
8 604C04- RECORD LOtrft (95) (C) U teapman 6 7 10 _P Ranay (S) 1 
BERWB: Urt Mrtari tepa, 3-1 Art** « Mribte. 81 rtai 


00002-0 QtBffllMWnMtt3)(CD)aHT£:J3KsS£6-T«a*iaS 

0020-48 DOUMttWR“a’--^rcc5£r Fl*rts[7l2 

9 OOW&4 SEAOOOfflWCMrsrbS: CUaritof7)9 

BETTKG: 11-4 So Anriat 7-2 Tbit Gold, Cartawra Lady. 81 Doat Get 
Cautei 7-1 bdUn, 81 Boa God, 14-lZabi Daeeec, 20-1 stoen 
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sport 

Hoskin 
flies in 
for Garcia 

Hockey 

BILL CO LW1 Li- 
re ports from Barcelona 


Howard Hoskin, Ike Reading 
forward, yesterday flew out to 
join the Great Britain squad 
here after the experienced Rus- 
sell Garda withdrew on the eve 
of their opening Olympic qual- 
ifying match against India. 

Garcia* who won a gold 
medal as part of Britain's tri- 
umphant 1988 Olympic side, has 
contracted a severe bout of 

gastroenteritis. 

The loss of their most expe- 
rienced player is a severe blow 
to Britain, who set out on the 
long road to Atlanta with seven 
TTcui-hftK in 10 days at the qual- 
ifying tournament They face a 
tough start when, in their open- 
ing match, they meet an Indian 
team who have just beaten the 
world champions, Pakistan. 

“India won’t be easy, but we 
know we can beat them,” the 
British manager, David Whittle, 
said. Even defeat by India 
would not be a disaster, as 
Britain are firm favourites to 
qualify along with the Indians 
and Holland, who are official- 
ly ranked second in the world. 

Five of the eight compering 
nations will earn tickets to At- 
lanta to join fiie seven countries 
who have qualified already. 
Also competing in Barcelona 
are Spain, Belgium, Malaysia, 
Belarus and Canada - all 
ranked below Britain. 

ENGLAND SQUAD (UyoiDic quaUfrtaR tour- 
ament. Barosfcuia): 8 M am fRaadmg). D 
LuettM (East Gnnstaad) J Wyatt ffteadng). J 
Krita (OW Loutfittnans). Sam Sbirti (Sttfh- 
ffitB). B Forthem (Hounslov), K Takhur 
(Cannock). S Unfit frfcxrtSkw), C Mai^r (&n- 
notiO.RTboate>n(Hcutti(M)J LariattfTrt- 

ftetelcstrt'NTtanpaonlOklLouteintans}, 

D HaB (GrtOtod). J Sbaw (Snrt««HI, C BBto 
(Havant), H Horidn (Beading). 

SCHEDULE: Today: England v Incfia. 21 Jan: 
ETtgum v Canada. 22 Jam En0om v Belarus. 
24 Jare Engam v Spain. 25 Jan: Engand v 
Nettwiands. 27 Jan: Engtam v Malaysa. 28 
Jan: Engond v Bdgran. 


Warne turns 
the tide for 
Australia 

Cricket 


Shane Warne transformed yes- 
terday’s opening match of the 
best-of-three World Series final 
as Australia beat Sri Lanka by 
18 runs. 

Hie tourists appeared to be 
cruising to victory at the Mel- 
bourne Cricket Ground before 
Warae look two key wickets. 
Chasing Australia's moderate 
total of 201 for 7, Sri Lanka lost 
six middle-order wickets for 25 
runs lo lose their way, being dis- 
missed for 183 in 48.1 overs. 

Yorkshire’s Michael Bevan 
and Ricky Printing rescued Aus- 
tralia with determined half-cen- 
turies after a lop-order collapse 
left them on 39 for 4. Ian Healy 
completed the recovery with 
an undefeated 50 off 51 balls. 

When Warne came on to 
bowl Sri Lanka, having reached 
78 for 2 after 17 overs, lost the 
vital wickets of vice-captain Ar- 
avinda de Silva for 34 and 
Hashan Tfllakaratne for one. 

Craig McDermott then lured 
Asanka Gurusinha into a rash 
shot when on 47, and Sri Lan- 
ka’s captain, Aijuna Ranatun- 
ga, added 33 for the final wicket 
with Ravin dra Pushpakumara 
before being bowled by Mc- 
Grath with 11 balls remaining. 
lMMLO SERES FfcM (M C* tm* IM- 

boma}: Austral* 20* tar 7 150 otto: Ft T Prattr* 
5L M G Bean 59. 1 A Healy 50m): Sn Lanka 183 
148.1 mm. AartnOa won by 18 run*. 


TO D AY ’ S 
FIXTURES 


Football 

LEAGUE OF WALES; Holywell v Comuh's Quay 
Nomads '7 JO). 

BORO GMS LEAGUE OF IRELAND Planter Di- 
vtafore Sneooume » ABtone (7.45j. 

Rngby League 

STORES CENTBWRVCHUV10NSMP: SneHeffl 
Ej&s v V.-®m (730,. 

Rugby Union 

A MTERNAHONALS: Franca v England 16 . 0 ) tar 
jean Bonin Sodium, Pan. j; Vetand v Scotland 
■230) (a: OcmrfiPxH. 

UNDER-21 HICTUTIONAL: hetow v Scottand 
H2-0) rai KactatK* College). 

CLUB MATOES Atiesrs v Carrti®? Unews- 
ty (730): Bam vTAoseley I7.l5i: Bnaolv Exeter 
i7aDc CMton v Stroud 17 30i. Laceser v Bed- 
ford (7.15*; Metrepoiaan Potco « Ester (7.45i: 
far ra mplun v ttagg 1 7 . 30^; Poot/n Part, v Lon- 
con Iran 1730.: Warcesser v vrarveffiarrcsDfl 
OJOi: V Ayr (7 to; EdmbuiO’ wanderers 

-;Osp> H^v+efcmgdB 17.0c Cunev Gda 0.0). 
Gnaj iod. varoeren v Gtegxn A oa oenx M ta *7.0r. 
GlasgMr SxnnetT) » Dundee HSFP i7.0): tebo 
v Boioujrntiir (7 Ci: Langrtmu Jedtaaa i7.0r-. 
Presan Lodes - S»e«arfs Metrtie FP i7.0i: Su- 
kng Courtty v Gfanganoum i7.0i: Wes of Scot- 
land v Kjtaaldy r7.0i. 

Other sports 

BASKETBALL ftifluarrer Lea0je: Newcastle v 
Dcser :&0j. 

Baton Vacant Bmafi super teattemo pit trae 
carcass (Bracknell): p j Cuitagner [Wood Green. 
V Dauey LtcHaw IGiast!p«i. 

SNOOKER cf&BSt wortd Cnamoonprup qa* 

diets LSiaoaoan 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 

12,000 


The record number of tickets 
snapped up in the first week 
of sale for the World Indoor 
Bevvte Championship at Pre- 
ston Guild Hall, which runs __ 
from 12-25 February, lhe last f; 
three days are already a sell- ! 
;ouL y 
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sport : __ ; 

FIVE NATIONS’ CHAMPIONSHIP: England tackle France without Brian Moore tomorrow. Jim White meets the man they called pit-bull 

The solicitor who thrived in the trenches 


F or a decade it was as ter- 
rifying a sight as any in in- 
ternational sport: Brian 
Moore, England's most capped 
hooker, exploding from the 
players’ tunnel on to the pitch 
at the start of a Five Nations' 
Championship game. 

Extremities coated in vaseline 
and swathed in masking tape, he 
snarled out to do the business 
for his country, issuing an overt 
physical statement vhich said: 
“This Englishman is dangerous". 
What routines, you might won- 
der, did Brian Moore go 
through to arrive at such a state 
of wired motivation? Decorat- 
ing the dressing room with por- 
traits of Churchill, Wellington 
and Richard the Lion Heart? 
Spending a day in a manage- 
ment seminar with Will Carting? 

“Actually," he says, sitting in 
his solicitor’s suit in his smart 
city office, not a scrap of vase- 
line in sight, “I didn't have to 
work at getting myself moti- 
vated. Really it was a case of 
scaling it down and trying to 
keep controL” 

Which makes you wonder: 
what might have happened if 
Brian Moore had given vent to 
his true feelings? This year 
French hearts will be signifi- 
cantly lifted by the absence or 
the crazed Moore. His services 
no longer required by Jack 
Rowell, the man who more 
than any epitomised the un- 
compromising spirit on which 
Gallic ambitions so often 
foundered will be watching in- 
stead from the press box. 

“When they run out at Parc 
des Princes, it wQl be difficult," 
he says. “I'll know what the 
morning's been like, the coach 
journey, the descent into the 
changing rooms, the feeling of 
expectation as you set out to- 
wards the field, then the mo- 
ment you break up into the 
stadium. That moment, it's the 
most thrilling thing." 

And for him there was more 
to it than simply the heady re- 
alisation that 60.000 pairs of 
eves were focused in his direc- 
tion. Brian Moore played all his 
international rugby as if it were 
the continuation of a millenni- 
um of internecine rivalry, of 
which the battle against the 
French was the big one. 

“It is awry seductive fixture," 
he says. “Southern Hemisphere 
teams may be technically more 
challenging opponents, but 
what they can't offer compared 


The two sides of Brian Moore: The hooter who spread fear throughout rugby and the thinker, committed to his profession 


to any Five Nations match, 
however hard they tiy to deni- 
grate it as a competition, is LOOO 
years of history. England- 
France is very special; it isn't too 
fanciful to say, if you scratch be- 
low the surface, there's an an- 
cient rivalry of such intensity it 
is bound to be an extra factor." 

Neither would it be too fan- 
ciful to suggest that Moore’s 14 
colleagues did not similarly re- 
gard the game as a chance to 
settle scores left unresolved 
from the Battle of AgincourL 
But then few of them have 
analysed quite as thoroughly as 
he has the connotations of 
pulling on the lily-white jersey. 

“The thing about playing for 
England is that every opponent 
you face brings all sorts of bag- 
gage with them about wanting 
to beat you. Thke Scotland in 


1990" - be says the words 
through gritted, if patchwork, 
teeth, remembering his lowest 
porting moment, losing that 
Grand Slam encounter at Mur- 
rayfield - “it was the height of 
the poD tax, we were cast as rep- 
resentatives of a system which 
the Scots felt had been imposed 
upon them. It definitely helped 
their motivation. When you’ve 
had to face overt nationalism, 
it draws a sense of your own 
identify further forward, simply 
to counter it "And the sense of 
his own identity Moore arrived 
at was passionately English, an 
altitude which is received with 
much greater suspicion than its 
Wfelsh, Irish or Scots equivalent. 
Hence he was cast as pit-bull 
the brainless yob. An image 
which was reinforced by a ten- 
dency to speak out of turn. 


T wasn't good at keeping qui- 
et.” he says. “I always felt a 
sense of injustice, I wasn’t pre- 
pared to let it go and if it 
caused annoyance, e’est la vie." 
Did he ever regret anything he 
had said? 

“No." 

Not even his remarks about 
the Scots after last year's con- 
frontation. when he accused 
them of spoiling the game, thus 
provoking the ire of everyone 
who has ever worn a kilt? 

“Not at aH And I'D tell you 
why," he says. “Because I was 


mit I was right But the flak I took 
for saying it was incredible. John 
Beattie, the ex-Scotland flanker, 
wrote the most personal vitriolic 
aitide about me after that I have 
ever seen about any sportsman. 


It wasn't HbeDous, because sheer 
abuse is not libel- And this year 
he rang up asking for an inter- 
view. It beggarea belief. I sent 
him a lettersaying if bethinks he 
can write articles that and 

er.thm^s^san?^ 1 ^ 

So Moore’s not a man to for- 
get an insult in a hurry, then. 

“You use that Like that dive 
Rowlands quote,” he says, re- 
ferring to die former Welsh 
coach’s remarks when Wdes 
were knocked out of the first 
Warid Cup about how they’ll just 
go bade to the important busness 
of beating England every year. 
“That really riled. And I think it 
helped us as a team, on our way 
up, to have a few scores to set- 
tle." But didn't his opponents 
ever have a score to settle with 
him? “If you’re in the front 


row,” he says, “then you’re a tar- 
get If you’re on the floor, tbeyl] 
tread on you whoever you are. 
But I guess it would have brought 
a bit more satisfaction to most 
people when they realised ft was 
me down there they’d just done." 

Not that Brian Moore has 
ever really objected to his im- 
age. He is cunning enough to 
use it to his advantage, partic- 
ularly in his professional life. 

“People always assumed I 
didn’t do the work,” he says. 
“They thought I was just on the 
letterhead, there to get senior 
partner match tickets. And le- 
gal opponents often under-es- 
timate me, thinking I haven’t got 
the brain power. Ironically, in 
profeskxiaJ life I'm quite guard- 
ed- I couldn’t be a loose cannon 
here, if s just too important. 1 
think that was the great thing 


Photographs: Dally Mirror/David Ashdown 


about myjob, because it is so de- 
manding, if you had mental 
discipline to compartmentalise 
property, it was a very good dis- 
traction from rugby. The week 
before we played the AD Blacks 
at Twickenham in 1993, 1 was 
working on a multi-million 
pound professional negligence 
claim that just had to be finished 
before the weekend and 1 sent 
my last fax at 1230 die Friday 
night, went to~bed knackered, 
got up and the game was just 
there. Some people had two or 
three days chewing with nerves." 

Which, coming from one of 
the most vociferous proponents 
of professionalism in rugby, 
sounds like a good argument for 
keeping a day job. 

“In the days when I played, 
it was the right thing to do," he 
says. "The prbbtem now £ that 


teams who {day fully profes- 
sionally are able to devote so 
much more time to fitness and 
organisation, that intellectual 
discipline is neither here nor 
there, I used to train two hours 
a day, but ft was at the end of a 
long working day. the cumula- 
tive benefits of iraftring were not 
as great as if I approached the 
task fresh. Yew talk to the Wtgaa 
rugby league beys, compared to 
what they did, our regmte was 
a joke. They have quality train- 
ing; and as importantly, qualify 

Testing. If you want to compete, 
we have to give our players that 
Typically the RFu are going 
about ft m a pemty-pinchiqg way, 
which means a-lot of our play- ■ 
era will 'be financially tempted , 
to keep on their jobs, thus 
negating the whole point" 

The big question for a man j 
as bright and committed to his ; 
profession as Brian Moore is. 
why did he spend 17 years of his ; 
life weekly putting his head 
into the bad place? 

“Maybe it’s a release for ex- 
cess testosterone," he says. “For . 
that period in my life I needed 
a physical outlet. It was driven* 
from within me. Plus in very few] 
walks of life do you get to a sit- ; 
nation where you win or lose." _. ; 

So why did the man who r r 
would never shirk a challenge , 
retire so soon after being 
dropped by England? Partial- ■ 
lariy as Jack Rowell had made ; 
it dear he could fight his way ’• 
back into the scrum? 

“They said that but, candid- 
ly, it seemed apparent it was 
over for me," he says. Tt does 
sound churlish, because I’ve 
had a lot of pleasure out of dub 
rugby, but when the big prize of 
England wasn't there it just 
didn’t interest me anymore. 1 
was, however, absolutely petri- 
fied of retiring. I was desperatefy 
worried what would replace it 
in my life. But in the end it came 
down to this. Thursday night 
training is sacrosanct for a rug- 
by player, never to be missed. 

And I found I could only get 
tickets to go and see toe Nut- 
cracker at the Festival Hall on 
a Thursday. And ! said to my- 
self: “What would you rather be 
doing; honestly?' And I thought 
sod it, and went And that was 
ft. I knew, if I felt that ft was . 
the time to get out Christ it 
makes me sound like a candi- i 
date for Pseud's Comer.” 
Brian Moore in Pseud’s Cor- j I 
ner? That -would be a tam-up. • i ! 


Questions of Sport 

£40,000 to be won 

i : v/vY- ' jSfcl Today we are giving you another sporting chance of an instant win. 

P ,-{'Y ?• In last Saturday’s paper, there was a Questions Of Sport multi-choice scratch 

card which, if you answer three sporting questions correctly, gives you the 
-4 • •■■3 km chance of an instant cash prize from £1 to £1,000. 
r - - (warn Hbu don’t have to be an obsessive fan to play - a good general sporting 

knowledge should suffice. But remember, you only get one chance to answer 
Pvlli''''--- 1 ' eac ^ 1 question, so if you are in any doubt check it out 

: ‘ jV-t - ‘ : i, ■. in tomorrow’s Independent we win give you a new Questions of Sport scratch 

card. Like your last card, it ctm tains eight games so that you can play dally 
through to Friday 26 January. 

t. ; A s well as the daily instant cash prizes there is a weekly accumulator prize of 
£5,000 waiting to be won. 




HOWTO PLAY 

Today we are playing the section of 
the card dated Friday 19 January. Be- 
low are three sporting questions, 
each with three possible answers 
coded as A, B and C. Scratch off your 
answer to Question Twenty-two, either 
A,B or C in the Q22 column then re- 
peat for Q23 and Q24. 

THE QUESTIONS 
Q22 Who topped the England 
batting averages In the recent 
Test series against South Africa? 

A: Mike Atherton 
B: Jack Russell 
C: Robin Smith 

Q23 Which British Form ala One 
driver has opted to join the Indy- 
car circuit for the 1996 season? 

A: Damon Hill 
B: Martin Brunette 
C: Mark Blundell 


024 Who retired this month af- 
ter 25 years as bead coach of 
the Miami Dolphins? 

A: Mike Ditka 
B: Don Shula 
C: Vince Lombardi 




IMPORTANT 

If you reveal three identical cash 
amounts on any one game section on 
ary one day, you win that amount 
After you have played the last game 
on your card, total the cash amounts 
you have revealed. If your total is 
£5,000 you win or share the £5,000 
accumulator prize. \bu could also win 
today’s instant prize of £100 by re- 
vealing an asterisk. 

HOW TO GLAM 

If you have revealed three identical 
cash amounts of £5 or under, DO 
NOT PHONE Take toe claim coupon 
OR a piece of plain paper with your 
name and address on it PLUS toe rel- 
evant section of the card to one of 
toe newsagents listed below. 

For prizes over £5, phone 01254 
683666 (Irish Republic 0044 1254 
683666) between 1030am and 4pm 
today. 

Participating newsagents: WH Smith, 
John Mercies, Fbrbuoys, Martins/RS 
McCoilDilkms, Gibbs, Macs, Super- 
cags, United News Shops, Star News, 
K Balfour, Eason, GT News, Paper- 
chain - Village Store, Paper Shop. 

IF you have any difficulty redeeming 
your card and coupon for a prize send 
both to: Independent Questions Of 
Sport claims, PO Box 60, Burnley, 
B8101SH. 

RULES AS PREVIOUSLY 
PUBLISHED 


SOME OF OUR WINNERS SO FAR: 

Derim Cassim 

from PwttheB, Wales - £250 
Thomas Finch 

from Piatt Bridge, Wigan - £100 
Maureen Pearson 
firm Horsfbrth, Leeds - £100 
Roger Bryant . 

Oayton Wfest, Huddersfield - £100 

Raymond Thomas 

from Wirral, Merseyside - £100 

Peter Perryman 

from Ottey, West Ybrits - £50 

Lyn Gray 

from Gargrave, Nr. Sidpton - £25 
Michael Wright 
from Wrexham - £25 
Martina Shuttleworto 
from Leigh. Lancashire - £10 


questions of sport 

CLAIM COUPON 

. I 

Friday 19 January 1996 ; 

To claim prizes up to £5 > 

DO NOT PHONE 

■ 

Taka this coupon to any of the \ 

participating Newsagents listed who ; 
will give you your prize instantly. > 


NAME 

ADDRESS 


POSTCODE . 
TELEPHONE 


To the Newsagent Please check ; 
the card is correct and give the ■ 
reader the value of their prize. Send i 
this coupon or details supplied on | 
plain paper together with toe ; 

winning card to your head office for i 
fail redemption. \ 


Ireland primed and eager 
to justify the optimism 


c 


I s that the discernible sound 
of optimism in toe air? A new 
coach, a new attitude, and a 
couple of preparatory wins have 
prompted a rash of Bets on the 
Five Nations’ Championship 
and a belief that Twickenham on 
St Patrick’s weekend will con- 
stitute a Triple Crown decider. 
This is worrying. This is Ireland. 

We have been here before as 
well, mast ooticeabhr last season 
with premature talk of a leg- 
endary front-row in the making. 
Under-prepared, Ireland un- 
der-achieved, and toe only man- 
tle they ended up playing for was 
the wooden spoon in the Cardiff 
Arms Park denouement to an- 
other anti-climactic campaign. 

However, this time things 
might just be different, and Ire- 
land might be worth taking se- 
riously if only because they 
seem to be taking themselves se- 
riously. For starters, it is arguable 
that no other team needed the 
onset of the professional more. 

With then conservative Union 
bosses dragged along, lacking 
and screaming, into toe new era, 
suddenly Irish rugby began 

ratffhing ti p 'writ h its tYHtnh»r parts 
and remunerating its interna- 
tional players. The agreement 
reached last week enables each 
of the 30 squad members to earn 
from £7,500 up to £30,000. 

Now both toe practice, as well 
as the theories, are profession- 
al, which is do less than Ireland's 
first professional, and overseas 
coach, demands. Murray Kidd, 
the 42-year-old from Auckland 
who has coached at dub level 
in his native country, Fiance and 
Ireland, was a surprise choice 
last October to succeed Gerry 
Murphy after Bob Dwyer and 
John Connolly had rejected 
the IRFITs covetous advances. 
A one-season contract was less 
than a wringing endorsement 
In his one stmt at provincial 
level last season, Kkkllasted less 
than a year at unfashionable 
King Country due, in part, to the 
players’ discontentment with 
bis stringent training regime. On 
die other side of toe coin, be was 
fitter than most of them. 

Though known as a tough 
taskmaster, the Irish players 
have responded to Kidd’s mote 
intense training sessions. “I do 
things that toe players weren’t 
used to. Our training sessions are 


A new coach with a professional approach 
has a nation expecting victory against 
Scotland tomorrow. David Hughes reports 


reasonably short, generally not 
more than an hour and a half, 
but they know they’ve been out 
there for an hour and a half." 

One of Kidd’s biggest 
achievements was to secure’ a 
hastily arranged Five Nations’ 
New Year warm-up in Atlanta. 
Leinster had played Cardiff 
toe day before yet, upon arrival 
the squad went through a fierce 
two-hour session. The players 
were told that to opt out would, 
in Kidd’s own words, be to 
wimp oul 

The benefits of toe rigorous 
regime were almost immediate 
in the hard-earned win over the 
United States. **lt instilled a 
kind of confidence," according 
to Neil Francis, outstanding in 
Leinster’s 1 0-match winning se- 



quence this season and widely ac- 
claimed as man of toe match in 
that sodden triumph over toe 
United States. “If it was toe team 
that was playing last year, it might 
have been different.” 

With the equally well-re- 
spected John Mitchell Installed 
as the forwards coach (dropped 
passes result in punitive sprint- 
ing drills) toe fitness of toe team 
shone through against a gar- 
gantuan American pack (aver- 
age weight - over 17 stone). 
Likewise, Ireland had been no- 
ticeably fitter and more fo- 
cused in disposing of Fiji last 
November, and were dearly 
developing a pattern of play 
based on ball retention rather 
than toe age-old Irish ploy of 
bootin’, bitin' and boDodan’. 


Muray Kidd: Co ncen t ra ting on fitness Photograph: Inprio 


Even in the scarcely playable • 
conditions in Atlanta, Enc El- 
wood hardly kicked a ball at out- 
side-balf before the sodden 
surface and ball dictated a 
change of tack. For once de- 
dining to adopt the perennial un- 
derdoes tag so beloved of toe 
Irish, Kidd admits his team have 
S better than even chance in our 
home games" against Scotland 
and Wiles, but still desires vk> 

traywitb at least a degree of style. 

4 1 think those are games 
we’ve got to go out and attack. 

I don’t want to not lose them, 

I want to go out and win them." 

The selection of the slick- 
passing Sale scrum-half Chris 
Saverimutto this season was a 
dear statement of intent. The 
recall of Eric Elwood for toe 
States’ game and his retention 
ahead of Paul Burke for toe 
forthcoming joust wito Scotland 
may seem a contradiction, but , 
Kidd also places great store in ' ' 
sound tackling. Wito one eye on 
the straught-running Ian Jartime 
and Scott Hastings, Elwood 
was preferred. 

Bearing in mind Doddie 
Weir's eclipse of Francis four 
years ago, similarly there was a 
noises-tor-courses thinking be- 
hind Peter Clohessy’s recall at 
toe expense of toe unlucky Paul 
Wallace. Pat Whelan, toe team 
manager, makes no bones about 
it “Qohessy’s abrasiveness was 
an important consideration, be- 
cause we believe this is some- 
thing Scotland will recognise ” 

With Clohessy adding more 
protection to Francis, Ireland’s 
line-out has been further 
strengthened % the recall of toe 
21-year-old lode Jeremy David- 
son to No 6. This leaves David 
Corkery as the shortest of toe 
pack's back five at 6ft 4in. 

Better organised, fitter, more 
focused, now ail Ireland need is 
toe confidence of a first win over 

Scotland since 1988. Wito a 
month’s gap to come before the 
daunting tnp to Parc des Princes, 
where Ireland have never won, 

the Scottish is very much j 

the pivotal one of toe season. 1 

Bizarrefy, given only lerry^i' 

Kingston of this team has sam- 
pled victoty over the Scots, a nar 

uou expects. Tins is indeed 
dangerous, but foronce the Xmh 
may be justified in their eternal 
optimism. 


« 
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Dancing Bear cubs take to the ice 



KEITH ELLIOTT 


at large 


Blood splattered across the ice. 
Simon S mi t h , his tongue split 
wide open, was hauled off to 
hospital. It was the sort of in- 
jury every parent dreads. His 
father, Brian, passed a sleep- 
less night at his son's bedside, 
wondering how badly his sev- 
en-year-old would be scarred. 

A ample indictment, you 
may feel, of a parent’s fool- 
ishness at allowing children still 
at infant school to play one of 
the wodd’s most violent games 
- and you would be hopeless- 
ly wrong. Simon’s injury was 
the result of a fall while learn- 
ing to ice-skate. Inr from in- 
stilling a paranoia about frozen 
water, the incident led, in a 
convoluted way, to him be- 
coming one of Britain's best 
young ice hockey players. 

lb the uninitiated, ice hock- 
ey is 12 Michelin men playing 
GBH, bushido on ice. But if 
that’s so, how come thousands 
of parents are happy to let their 
offspring (some as young as 
three) play the game? 

Ice hockey for teenies is 
flourishing. The sport is grow- 
ing at IS per cent a year, and 
most of those newcomers are 
youngsters. David Pickles, gen- 
eral secretary of the British Ice 
Hockey Association, says, 
“About three-quarters of the 
players are now under 16. This 
is a massive growth area." 

The Medway Bears typify 
this growth. They are not par- 
ticularly famous or successful, 
nor do they have a lucrative 
sponsorship deal. The Gilling- 
ham ice-rink owes its design to 
the Russian brutalist school, 
and it is inconveniently posi- 
tioned on a business park out- 
side town. But youngsters are 
flocking to join in. At Monday's 


practice session for the Under- 
12s. more than 40 turned up. 
with the youngest aged just four. 

Brian Smith is the Bears’ 
manager and owner. “This is 
an excellent game for young- 
sters," he said. “1 think it is the 
speed that attracts them, plus 
the fact that they can get ag- 
gressive and it is allowed to a 
degree. But they soon learn 
there is always someone big- 
ger and better than yourself.” 
Ice hockey may look like le- 
galised mayhem, but disci- 
pline is a word that Smith uses 
constantly. “1 have boys on the 
team who would be thugs and 
ip constant trouble with the po- 
lice if it wasn’t for ice hockey. 
But it isn't an excuse for them 
to have a fight. That would be 
letting down the team." Any 
youngsters caught smoking 
are dropped from his sides, and 
when asked what benefits be 
thinks his sons have gained 
from ice hockey, he replies: 
“Self-discipline, character and 
being part of a team." 

Simon, his tongue fully 
mended, is now 16 and has 
been net-minder for the Great 
Britain Under-16 squad for the 
past two years. Andrew, 11, 
learnt to skate when he was 
three and played in an under- 
12 competition aged just four. 
He has played for England Un- 
der-^ and is a regular mem- 
ber of the Bears Under-16 ride. 
Despite his slight stature - be 
is only a few inches above 4ft 
- he fearlessly harries rivals 
who look twice his size. “He is 
a superb skater and has such 
vision,” Smith says proudly. 
“You don’t have to be a giant 
to play this game, but you need 
to skate welL" 
lb this end. the Bears’ cubs 


sport 



Youth opportunity: Four-year-M Jack Taylor practises at the Giffingham ice Rink, home of the Medway Bears 


get help from Tim Chilean, a 
pro skating coach whose seven- 
year-old son Luke plays ice 
hockey, too. Figure skating car- 
ries unfortunate images of 
Come Dancing costumes and 
scented rose-water aftershave. 
But it proves invaluable for in- 
jecting bask skills like stopping 
and turning. Chilcott says: “1 
teach the youngsters tech- 
niques. Once they have these 
right, they can concentrate on 
the game rather than thinking 
about how to stop. It’s the 


same meat, with a different 
gravy.” 

Just watch ice hockey live, 
and it's easy to see why even un- 
der-16 teams attract a following 
of admiring girls. You quickly ig- 
nore the fact that at junior lev- 
el, everything is done on a 
budget, and bask thin gs like 
players’ names on their backs 
have been made by mums 
rather than a pro outfitter (one 
lad’s name, spelt out in capitals, 
looked more like NODDY than 
MOODY ). That heavy padding 


makes ihe players look power- 
ful enough to fell Rocky with a 
one-finger shove. When they 
take off helmets and carapaces, 
it’s a shock to see normal, un- 
remarkable teenagers emerge 
from the chrysalis. On tire ice, 
it’s a different story. 

Even at kiddie level the game 
is very, very fast With the puck 
whizzing at up to 1 OOmph like a 
fiercely flipped ball on an ice pin- 
table, and the players travelling 
al20mphormore.lt mak es even 
the most frantic kkk-and-nm 


football team look like geri- 
atrics. It’s better value, too. 

But what about that violent 
reputation? Well, at under-12 
level body-checking is not al- 
lowed at all, and is instantly pe- 
nalised. “People think it is all 
rough and tough. It’s a physical 
game, but it’s more a game of 
skill and speed," Smith says. 
“Tve been involved for six j 
and none of my kids has 1 
serious injury." 

Big rewards could be just 
round the corner for today’s best 


Photograph: Peter Jay 


young players. Sky now screens 
the sport twice a week, the 
much-vaunted Superleague 
looks like being up and running 
next year, and ice rinks love the 
sport for the income it generates. 

With some games attracting 
3,000 spectators at £3 or more 
a time, phis spin-offs, you don’t 
even have to be an imported star 
to earn money as a player - 
though it may be some while be- 
fore British players achieve 
contracts ike Wayne Gretskys 
J25 .5m (£1 6.75m). 


McRae is 
poised for 
Saints role 

Rugby League 


DAVE HAD FI ELD 

St Helens expect to know today 
when they will be able to wel- 
come their new coach to suc- 
ceed Eric Hughes, who was 
sacked on Wednesday. 

The Canberra Raiders’ as- 
sistant coach, Shaun McRae, is 
favourite for the job after im- 
pressing Sain is al specialist ses- 
sions be laid on for them during 
the World Cup. He could start 
his new job this weekend. 

“Wfe have some business 10 son 
out,” Saints’ chief executive. 
David Howes, said. The decision 
to dispense with Hughes’s services 
after two years was mad e before 
Saturday's Regal Trophy final de- 
feat by Wigan, he added. Hugh- 
es is considering suing for 
wrongful dismissal and the initial 
reaction of a number of Saints' 
players was one of dismay. “The 
derision was based on league per- 
formances," Howes said. 

Like Wigan almost a decade 
ago, Saints seem to have de- 
cided that they have gone as far 
as they can under a British 
coach. Phil Larder, the one 
British coach who could be re- 
garded as a contender, is being 
strongly linked with Warrington, 
who played their last match un- 
der the caretaker regime of 
Clive Griffiths at Oldham on 
Wednesday. Larder, the Eng- 
land and Keighley coach, has de- 
nied any approach from the dub. 

Saints will be without Scott 
Gibbs in the match at Halifax 
on Sunday that wifi deride third 
place in the Stones Centenary 
Championship. Gibbs, sent off 
in the Regal final, has been sus- 
pended for two matches. 

Sheffield Eagles can establish 
a remarkable sequence of de- 
feating all the other sides in the 
division, one after the other, if 
they brat Wigan al the Don Vd- 
ley Stadium tonight. 

Sky Super League fixtures. 
Sporting Digest, page 27 


Platt to undergo more surgery ‘Rebel’ clubs’ cause for relief 


Football 
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David Platt yesterday had his 
second knee operation in five 
months - and admitted that he 
had never been fully fit for Ar- 
senal. 

The 29-year-old England 
midfielder needed surgery to re- 
pair a left knee cartilage torn in 
two places after playing just four 
Premiership games following his 
£4. 75m move from Sampdoria. 
He missed nine games while re- 
covering but yesterday had to 


undergo an operation on the 
same knee which revealed a 
piece of floating cartilage. 

Platt, who expects to be out 
for “a few weeks", said: “The 
unfortunate truth is that I have 
not been 100 per cent fit even 
once this season." 

He has played 15 first-team 
games since the first operation, 
including Wednesday’s 1-0 FA 
Cup replay defeat at Sheffield 
United, which has prompted 
manager Bruce Rioch to noti- 
fy the Arsenal board of three 
players he wants to sign. 


Hie Dumitrescu yesterday 
completed a £1.5 in move across 
London to West Ham. The Ro- 
manian international, who cost 
Spurs £2-8m from Steaua 
Bucharest in August 1994, must 
now wait for a new work per- 
mit which could take two weeks. 

Another cross-city move to- 
day is expected to be that of the 
£500,000-rated goalkeeper Tony 
Colon from Maine Road to Old 
Trafford. Manchester United 
want the 34-year-old Colon as 
cover for Peter Sduneichel. 

Barry Fry. the Birmingham 


City manager, met NigeJ 
Gough last night in an attempt 
to persuade the second-string 
Liverpool forward to.step down 
to the First Division. “Nigel wfl] 
have to take a pay cut, but he 
won’t need to play in the Pon- 
tius League again,” Fry said. 
■ Ferenc Puskas has been 
named “Goalscorer of the Cen- 
tury" by the International Fed- 
eration of Football History and 
Statistics. “T guess I was always 
nearest the goal," said Puskas, 
68, who scored 780 goals in 823 
first-class matches. 


JUST THE TICKET: What’s on where for the sporting spectator 


This weekend 

TOOKf 

CURLING: Macallan SaMish Championships: 
Men's district pbydemns: Awemore: seseons 
today 3pm, 8 pm, Tomomw: Warn. 3pm, 8 pm. 
Sunday: 10am. 3pm. Mountain Resort, 
Awemore. Inverness-shira. UeL- 01479 
Slom4lOum6ies:asiorAi«mD»eiceptSia>- 
data sessions are 10am and 8 prrL (Tot 01387 
2S130O). Hamttton: same as Awemore. la- 
natefwe Ice Rmh. off Muir Street, Hnmfton, 
(Tet 01698282448). Penn: as Awemore. De- 

urera Rink. Gtowr Street. Perm. (Tel: 01738 
62418J9- Women's pbsytianrs; Ayr Tode* sec- 
ond routd (9am). mod round ilpm), fourth 
round iSaOJpm. Tomorrow: filth round i&ami. 
ssh round (1pm). Sunday: seventh round 
(9am), de-breakers to foMow. Ice RmK, Lmtan 
RCad. Ayr (01292 263024). Soring: Tod* sec- 
ond round llpmi, mini rapid i4.50pm). To- 
morrow. fotath round (9am), fifth round 
Upmj . wth round (4.50pmJ . Stftday: sawnffi 
round (9ami. tte-breariets to feta*. Ice Rirtft. 
Wfflramsfietd, Sorting. Central Regon. (Tel: 
01786 450389). 

TOMORROW 

FOOTBALL: FACartng Premiership. End- 
stagn League and Beirs Scorns* League. 
HUBBY UNKJtfc Fwe Nations' Chwnpiorehip; 
Fiance v England ( 2 . 0 ) (at Pore <fes Wncesl: 
Ireland * Scotland (3.0) (at LonstXmme 
Road). Swatec Cup fifth round. 

RACING (National Hunt antes* stated): 
umsVEU I (AW Bat): UNGFEUD (AW Flat): 
Ad enclosures £9. (L25L CattMldc CUj 
tatamails £7; Course £2.50 (under 16c free 
mro 8 K enclosures). 112.45). Haydodc 
Courny Stand £15; TanersaBs £9: Newton 
Stand £4 1 OAPs nad -price in TaoersaUs and 
Newton Stand). (1230). Kenytore Q ub£1 5. 
Juraore 1 I 6 to 25^eamus) £12; Grandstand 
£10; Siher Ring £5. 11.10). 

BCMNG: W90 bantamwlgrt mampwnshro: 
Darnel Jimmez (P Hfco. hoMei) v Drew 
Oocneny (GfasSw) (Mansfield). Oacheny 
ernes me ring ftp the first one anas the deanh 
of James Murray, the Glasgow baser he 
toadied out in the 12 th round to reran he 
Bmgft tentamwegn championship last Oc- 
toder. Mmnez makes he first defence rftfw 
charnwjisfpp. Tctass: £ 20 . £40. ringsTOfl£60. 
The promotion starts at 7 30pm. Mansflad 
Tjasire Cadre, Chesterfield Road 5oiJh . Mans - 
fiefe, Nasmgtamstyre. (Tel: 01623 646082). 
CYCLING: Jack Fletcher Memonal Super 
League (Manchester). Manchester. London. 
EMrtaurBh. Cardiff and Brmtmgham oompae. 
sarong a 7nm. Aamtsson: £4 MJts, £2cm- 
dren/toncesson. £10 fenvty OcWt- NJDwia 
Cycling Centre. Manchester 'fetojnft Stu- 
artStreaL s toted off Asraro DM ftoad. be- 
tween Manchester and Asmon-uito-Lyne. 
near Droytsden aid reacnefl l from A662 wa 
Corbett Street. (Tel: 0161 223 2244). 
CYCLO-CROSS: Notts and Derby League 
(MareAftt). The juuenae race at lpm opas 
(he 13th round ofthe tongue. Under- 12 s aan 
a 1.45pm, followed try the man race at 
2 -15pm. Opsone Fbreas tee mtfe seasrw 
Mansfield. Nottttfanshre. rtf B6Q30. Chorean 
CC (Great Hasetey) . Farm racJ® ends 
quarrytorm the course. Fra. race 10.45, ma n 
race noon. Oeet Haseley is »gnt "toes etex 
of Odors, dose to junction sewn of MAOot 
A 323 Thame to WMmtfnnl road. N«b tha there 
is no But from M40 tor southeast bound tra- 
de: use junction esfju, the WiwaJey ent ano 
follow rrenor roads vsj Croat Minn. 

SNOOKER Academy Fori. UK Womens Oa- 
st iPeterturautyi). The first wand iadresBa- 
fcanfc and Snooter Association's ranking 

torament tftha year has 34 entnes. 

11 of me uto'sicacfingl6iaajiefs.Piay^t 
at Hon lomwrvw, wan the senv-wais 
tlCemj and (asm) » SltoY. risn- 
er. the i«ife to 3, s d» defendtre garrpi- 
0". Speoatmg « free. Southgate Snower 
Centro. Tresham Road, Oram, perertoreugn. 
ITet 01733 232328). 

sunny 

FOOTBALL: FA Carling RreH«Kh«: AsWj 
VBtaiiTasHiham J4.0'. E&ds«^lJSW*fi«S 
Owean: Lacaaer « Sunderland (3.0). 
IIUQBYlJEAC^StflnesOmliBnatyClfeh'P' 
lO BS h g . 

RUCSYUfflON: 05 insure 

raiihio Southern Group Ptxa Two Gauces- 

(ershire v Devon (2.30) W Lydneyr; 


PICK OF THE DAY 

Thfaweetend / Motor sport 

International Exhibition 
Brentwood - 

The International .short circuit and 
raflycross show at the Brentwood 
Exhibition Centre' this weekend 
promises to be a cotot^M aftaic. 
Seventy cars and 50 trade stands 
wifi represent every aspect of cir- 
cuit racing from autograss to long 
track oval racing: Modified road 

cars such as Ford Escorts and Mon- 

deos to single-seat rachg care will 
be on show. Designs from the new 
Euro . 2000 rallycross formula, 
which comes into force next yeac 

W-rtbrcfchtre v Oxfenlshire CLO) (erWTChinJ. 
Under-21 County Champonshp: SouOWes 
Final: GtowastershirB v Beifeshire CL3Q1 (at 
CtodertortO. CJub maones: Brou^wnn Park w 
Ne>»flOTleWaows(2-30):FjWev0rreacZ15>: 
Liuapta St Hetensv Asrton ureter qna 0301: 
Waterloo v Manchester (2JS). 

HOCKEY: Scotusn women’s Indoor Inter 
District Tournament (EtfirtwgM. EastvWea 
opens the romJ-rotwi cooroethfen at 10 am. 
Last match s at 4.45pm. Meadtmbanh 
Sports Certre. Lower Uwfcm Road. EifinhurBi 
Get 0131 661 5351). 

ATHLETICS: ScOKOh Champronshos (Qas- 
gpw). Kefvtn HaH htamato n al Sports Arena 
a west Ot Gtesgw Cay Oentre. on A©te Stroes. 
Nearest undaeround station: Parhck. (Tel: 
0141 357 2525). 

CYCLO-CROSS: SouMv£asr Imbi and Kent 
Championsnip (Chartton). 11am. 1pm. Mery- 
on MSsixiR^ tea half ^r»ie from OrataiW 

fere on the Woofmch road, tonoon SE7, dose 
to A2. Leicestershire League (BustaU). 
KXASem. n.iSaw L Lo^tade School and 
Community Cofle^, Wantp Lane, BusaC. 
LAcesterOwe. M«*and Usagje OAton Keynes). 
First race m round UtsatlL30em,HithTne 
nan event at 1pm. Natrona) BoaL Mitoxi 
Keynes. Buctorraamsfere; emranoe is «e mam 
gate from V4 vmfing Street. Leave A5 at A«21 
sto mad to Buctongham and toBow National 

Bowl sens. North Easum teaeie (NBKtoe- 

upon-iyne). first race m round 12 is lOara; 
mam race Is al noon. ThrockteyVIfeods is fire, 
rales west of NewsastfeHroon-Tyne, Tyne and 


We». off A69 Hetotam road. Hose s _ — 
(Smckportj. 1130am and 2pm. IMxxBronh 
Parti. Tumooft Lane. Sadqnrt. Cheshre. a 
reached from juncocm 13. M63. or junction 
otro. M66.tumm& south mro A626 a Mays 
way. left m» HaH Sseetand left mro Timooft 
Lane. DusfeyRC (Stroud). 1230pm. L30pm. 
Stratford Parte Sooua. GkRcesJersfw, is V: 
mie north r d town aerm an A46. Rn onada 
vaBeyOCfiSaenfflondda)- 1045am, 1130am. 
Cause a ‘A mde from Btaenrhondda, Mid- 
Glamorgan, along Rhondoa Faw raSey from 
Trenerbert. Portsmouth Noth Era OC fffedey). 
jam. 2pm. Royal Vctrma Country Paih. N«- 
ley. Hampshire, s three rales soah-west of 
ii«3Mn a&n at M27. 

MOTOR RACING: Show Time Specs* fWSm- 
ttedon). Stock Rods and rmrusaa feature m 
tfysshon-BBch race meeting, wtuch starts X 
5 . 30 pm. Wintfedon Sra&an. PtougT- Lara. 
Ueto SW17. iTet Dial 946 80021. 
TABLE TENMS: 3ncsh League Premier aw - 
sok 8FL Grore « Hasham Angete '.Grove 
SchooL Stated Street. Martst Drayton. 
Shropshre. Z30 son: Darttngsr- r Drtrr*- 
crapei Glasgow lEastbOBneCixr-jrehensnre 
School Theramcay, ftrtngJDn, 3 -Ot: 
w Team Pen«J taaror*. Marcare Spat a«J S> 
oai Chib. Newaik Road. LmcoCft. 2.151; Lr - .- 
aa Farrow * St Keots iWooefsa! 8t»Sirft250 

£uaon Road. Ififtflac fWL LCi. 

Next week . . 

FOOTBAtr (7^0 unto tttad): MoodaP 

fa Carted Premtoretiter "Ates: (tgn V°n- 
ehesiBr UM (SjO;. Tuesday: FAQ* thW 
round mpUffi Ptftgn v S Mseyi 7^j.A» 
A>4isBan Q» C&to « Pan 

^sTtoteM^lffeWtewee Us^ Sy 
oed DMatee a#w» .■ Wiscror. v 
Br^faan; Ramemam v Bracftcl Acecarr. , 


will be exhibited and there wiH be 
plenty of opportunities to get 
dose to the cars and talk to the 
world and European champion dri- 
vers. Ian MdfeUsr, the world hot 
rod champion from Essex, will be 
on hand and he wfli be joined by 
Rob Speak, the wortdFbmwIa Two 
champion from Manchester, and 
Steve Sworder, trie world ‘super 
stox" champion based in the Mid- 
lands. Demonstrations will in- 
clude raring with scaled-down 
models of trie cars on show. 

Howto gBtfliore: Brentwood EnhJWjon Cen- 
Doi«in08Jstf4sjcl.aen!woDd. Essex, s 
dose to junction 28 of M25. net 01277- 
2151511- The show x open ten IQant un- 
til 530pm tuiuuiw and Sunday. Adrosso n; 
£6 aduhs. £3 ttaOcerJOMK 

BnKol Coy. TWd DMsjon: HVnEfiew V Cam- 
bridge Uaf (7.45): Byroauth w Scurehorpe 
17.45): Scarootough V Rochdale, GM Vairx- 
hah C onf u wcer TgfeB v Hednesfiwl (7.45L 
SpaMngCup nua rtar fi n » ls:Dowru 8 ro>ns- 
(7.45i: Hsaenog * Sfeugi f7/45i: 
MoiTOOtlievto c sl e s fiea (7.45); Southport 
v Getashead (7.45). EMTsScotusta Lmodw 
P remier DMdm: RaBcrlt v Moatemea; Kd- 
mamock v Ahedeere RaCh Roms v Parade. 
Hret DMsfen: Asdde v Mcxan: DumUditunv 
Dundee; St Jo h ns tone v Q^desanh. Second 
DMdorr Farter v \fcrnrose: d me Sarti 

v Benwd^ Stenhausencjr v East fife. Third 
DNUm: Bredm v ASoa: Caledonian Thsde 
v Ross County. Wednesday: totenwtkxrei 
friendly: caiv v Whales (7.15) (at Temfl. 
CocfrCoie Cup <pituter*final replay: Bom- 
mgham » Norwich (745). Endaltfgh Intur- 
•nce leajae First OMston: Sundenand v 
Gnms5j-f7.45V Scottish Leslie fm DM- 
sioreHanoConv Sr Muren. Second OMrimc 
SUtuw <1 CJyde. Mdq: BadstaVi tasaraoca 
LoaeroTUdOMlfeo: DoncastEf vMansSeM. 
RUGBY UNION: Monday: Toor match: Bns- 
kjI v New Saum wale s rr^Oi. Tuesday; 
HrindM Welsh loacue First DtvWorc 
Swansea c PoraynrdJ (7.0). WRU Midweek 
Compotfilofi (7-0): Pool A : Sana v Pomy- 
porf; Odes Keys v Aherorron. Pool B: Dun- 
vant v Tentiy Ut* Nasertn * Uandwey (7.0). 
Pool C: CstSSl btscc^e s CaerphCy, Ustfaran 
v South Waoes Pofroe. Pool D: BomniBen v 
MaesfegTandu v YSnaS&iCaa. Wedoeaday: 
Tnur Match: Newport * Ere* Sc£h Yales (7.01. 
Rapmsentathre matete Cbfnrd Urw v RAF 
(3.0). Ouh matches: Bnd^nd v Soutn 
YACes Pole* (7.i5i; UosBdy i. Leu^itiaraigh 
Student (7301- Ttaaradar- Club matotc 
Asians j BnFitf !i".> (7301. 

RACING: Monday: SOUTHWELL (AW Flat): 
Outi L12; TazsrsaSs ££ lOAP .members cf 
course's Osmond Out £4, acceepaiced ur- 
oer-lEsfiec^. (1.40. Newton Abbot: Tgrersals 
£8.50: Course SA. Assamsar^l under-16s 
free. (L3C). Wanrfdc Cub £12 (IE 1= 24- 
^earofes S£r. T^SrsaS £& terse S. f L50f. 
Tbesday: UNGRSJ) (AW Rap: A3 eredesures 
£9 l 0.501. Latoesten Cub £12: TasersKs 
£3: Sfter Rrg £4. (accompar-ee ur»-16s 
free! 033). Market Rasen: O-Jj £12: Tat- 
rorsaSs £8 (OflPs wno are reembefs of 
course s JuareeCub £4 ; S-‘jb- R-g LA ua- 
bilee Cub OAP3 £2v '.1.40 1 . Wednesday: 
WDUfBWAMnCW (AW Rap: &r?snee fie: 
aStasret £!Oferemranar ■» V«rng Resau- 
ranK atfdrosoal £.15.90 fer mea.. '2.0'. 
faftn tone C-jS £12 fjodw-lcs free'; Tar- 
ttaaa £850. (12S-. Se dffU te iL Paddocfc 
£3 OAPs £4i;Ccuree£2. 12-^3 . Tlmnday: 
UNGRELD (AW Hatt as T^esfisv. ,1.4(r-. 
Hunting Inn : Veses £12: RaflgaO £8; 
Corse £2. Wtecan t e n : Members 
£32L5G US*?. 17 = 22 i eat ££5C.' Tat 
■ars aa £ 8 : Ccune cars ro surree' £4. 

•LTOer-lfis *me .-sc a eretowwi. -UC). 
Friday: SOUTHWELL (AW Rat.- as P.Srs2r, . 
030;. DancMbK Cue £14: Granesord i£ 
Fairer.- EncaStife £2 icxSe'-lfei 'ree £ erv 
esns;. i.CS- Untfrth as Tuessr,. 

NEXT WE5CEND 

FOOTBALL: Saturday: =A d? fau-r Wi 


ed v Aston v«a (3.0). 

RUQBY LEAGU& Satunlay: Ste Cut Chatenge 
<341 fcxath round Caalefoid v St Helens (3^5). 
Sunday: SA Cut Chafienee Cup lourth round: 
RUQBY UlfiON: Saturday: Tour Match: Porv 
typndd » New South Wales (Z30). OS Insur- 
ance Ctroray Champnnshro Soutfiem serm-fiiaf; 
Nfiadles& v Surrey |230| (« OW AfercharSB 
Taylor's). Pftmgron Cup fifth round. Courage 
Cube Ch a mpto n shro National Lea are Two: 
Moseley v Northampton (3.0). Terwenrs 
Scottish Champonstop Retfonal League- 
RACIN& Saturday: UNGF1ELD (AW FtatJ: ee 
T uesday. (1.401. Ayr: Club £16; Grandstand 
£8 (OAPs halHnce). (14)). CMtarfeeec Out) 
£15 (jatiois. 16-24 yeas, £81; TdOereais £12; 
Fosferfe Enclosure £5. 11401. Doncaster; as 
Friday. 1 1.01. 

Plan ahead 

The National Hum Festival at Chel- 
tenham from 12 14 March © the moK 

important jump meeting in Britain's 
horse-racing calendar. The quality and 
closeness in calibre of the fields pro- 
vide enctUrw raortg over the three days. 
The Gold Cup on the Thursday is the 
highlight of the meeting, offering the 
prospect of watching the big jumping 
One Man, who won the King Georgs at 
Sandown in such style two weeks ago. 

Badges fior the Members, Tanersails 
and the Foster's aTdosures iw» be avafl- 
abie on the day. but Booking m advance 
brings savings in al the enclosures. 

Hotel accommodation m the Chel- 
tenham area tends to be taken up qiach- 
fy; thougt there s some space awdatte 
at the top end of the market. Elsewhere 
accommodation is patchy. The Chel- 
tenham Tounst Information Centre can 
provide bed and breakfast in private 
houses within a 10 - mile radius of the 
town and it is also passible to find beds 
in hotels and pubfic houses further afield. 
The tourist centres in Gloucester. 
Cirencester, Stow-on-the-Wbkf, Stroud 
and Tewkesbury can advise. 

Natrona! Hunt Festival, CheKaatiam, 12-14 
lunch. 

Oneftenham Racecourse, ftresmuty Part, 
CMtenham. GtoucestenMre GLSO 4SH. 
(01242 51301-JJ. 

Admission: Three-day QW> badge: £120 
tsates ctose 27 J&B.atyl QubOait&afcrMem- 
tiers' erebsure: £45 daft from 4 March £501; 
TaoszsaOs enclosure from 4 Man# £X); 
Foster's endesare (Silver Ring) £B (from 4 
March £10l. Guinness Grandstand seat (Quo 
tiaege or TaoersaUs take! required) £20 (£25 
on Thurecay). Parties of 20 or more must oe 

boated betas 2 Match and are £15 peroet- 
san In Tote/safis and £7 feme Foster’s. Park 
tog £5 daft. (Boakfegs; 01242 226226). 
Casenng: restaurass on course: FOrbumer am 
Cnampon's Orfce na* soace on Tuesday and 
Wednesday; nurstav My booked: dte/e * 
a aateg (is ibrGaH Cup and (he Gass-Sronr- 
ed for as three oajs. (01242 5222031. 

7he racecourse Is ore mCe north of the town, 
off A435. Sue fin* (fom raitouy station 
(served £y BrZxoL BmrJr&am and London 
Peddngsn). w&ch is wo mites Com the 
caursa Cars shou-tf leave AW at junction 15 
or MS. junction 9 frsnt (he .Vsrth. junction U 
tare Scuts. Hie course es five miles tfis- 
C3K. aso dates should fc«ew signs. _ 
CTsCa nam Tounst Into ma s on Centre. / » 
PrvBenatis, QMi snha rr. GLSO 1PP (01242 
522378!. OTtr ccrires: GUuceswiOU53 
421245.. (Lrercsfisr 1 01235 654180/. 
Stow-cn-trse-'Abfj •21451 83 1C 32 1 . Snxjud 
(01453 rfSTfiS* ans Tevvhestiuty (01684 
29532?/. 

Details of forthcoming evenis with 
information on tickets and venues 
should be seat to: The Sports 
Desk. The Independent. 1 Cana- 
da Square. Canarv WharC London 
E14?DL Fax: Di“l 293 2S94. 


SSSSJSS Compiled by Paul Maher 


Won-League notabook 

RUPERT METCALF 


The long-running saga of the 
“rebel” Wslsh dubs may not yet 
be over- but friendly relations 
between the clubs concerned 
and the Football Association of 
Wiles have been restored at lasL 
The FAW has withdrawn its 
appeal against last year's High 
Court decision that Newport 
AFC, of the Beazer Homes 
League, and the UniBond 
League outfit, Colwyn Bay. 


Badminton 

JAPAN 0PB1 (Tokyo) Saiacted OS onty: Man's 
■fcgtam. naoond round: p Rsanuswn (Dan) m 
D Hafl icai 15-7 15-2; P-E Ho/V Lmen (Den) 
b P KreMtoip IGBi 15-11 159. Wtomon'* wbigea. 
second round: A GfrEon (GEU HI M tag (Sue) 
U-S U-J. 


Basketball 

NBA: Manta 102 Indsna 83; New Jersey 97 
ChanotiB 93; Mbml 96 Washrocon 89; Mfl- 
natee 111 Piiladetc^si 100; Mrmesora 98 
Golden State 88 ; Orlando 113 Phoenix 95; 
Houston 120 Denver 112; New Yort 92 LA 
Dippers 8 L 

Billiards 

Minnesota Fats, trie billiards player por- 
trayed in the film The Husttec died yes- 
terday, a day b efore his birthday wNch, 

^wtef3td or 9e^ S0UrCeS ' 


Cricket 

UMTED ARAB EMIRATES WORLD CUP SQUAD: 
Susan hsaum Ccab). Sued aFSafer tecwwk). 
Vm Metre. Satoem Fto. Sharaad Alar. ShauM* 
Dufcamraia. Ganesri Myhagjnani, Syed Alhsr 
Saoed. Ntertvjr ttoan, Arina Law. Monammefl 
Aaierr-. Jorome Saremnetoa, vreen Atuoo om). 
(shea fifrrtamiTMl 

Football 

Derby yesterday revealed plans build a 
new 30,000 seater stadium on a site 
in Pride Park -despite starting work on 
redeveloping the Baseball Ground. 
AFRICAN NAII0NS* CUP GROUP B (Btoem- 
tontain, SAk Algena 2 (Ubssabl 41. 631 Sierra 
Leone D. 

AM KARP LA6ST CUP ffrro Rnuxt Ways** Cette 
2 Cnerry Ordvn] 1 . 

IHANSFBtS: Qnvln 1 
too to Naniurearc ! 
easrer; Mart Stated ifenmfl Dabgrt 
Cny. 

WEDNESDAYS UUE RESULTS: RACopttM- 
round replay: Manchester Oty 5 Lneestar Cny 0 


fai WorboyB Itorwaid) Daitag- 
cSatyCKtonnorHrensDDcxv 
■rd rtontanfl Dertw to Bracfiort 


2 Chefcas 2 met; Chebra wfr 4-2on pens Chefcoj 
9vfin to QPfft: Pkmm Forest 2 Sn*s 0 fftodng- 
tiam Forest at tome to Odoid (Ad: StwffieU UU 

1 Araunal 0 iStenmd LWwf at home m Aann V8- 

teft SOTkport Co 2 Fienon 3 lEuemn at Ham a 
Ron I'bH: Tunennain & Heretoro 1 rTanerroam at 
nomc » IVoAesj; Wtmfctodon 1 tAtetorl 0 (Mtm- 
Medon awav a MfeMssoratih); Wcfws 2 Bem- 
ngnam 1 nwAertampiDn array to Taomtam). 
Befft Scntttah LBB0M Pronter DNWan: Heans 
1 CeJu: 2. Second DMsfcm: Eaa Rfc D SUM 
3. TOW DMWok Lranggan 0 CaMdenron nw8e 
2- Angto-toBi Off eamM l n nt - Genoa 0 Bala- 
nanaO (Genoa Man 6-S on perosteej. FACarta- 
Per* Va*e fourturoimd raplay: Setor 1 Traffew 
1 fan). Groat Mate Leafua Prowlar DtektaK 
Badomea limed 3 Bmore 0. Jane on nroat 
Uteteia fiat DMxknc Easaerii 2 Bamenon Hearn 
OJA Leaowi PreoitarDMSan: MaweyOSut- 
ton urn 5/Lue» of Wales: Ebtw Mate 3 Ton 
Perare R Pormmaeog 0 Rhyl a Sni Ufe Oote Cup 
teteitBMfeaeCMantNaiBaiynenaafetefaCaea- 
Cote FbxxOt Cap firet mnd tat log Neroy 2 
Stereoran 2; Lame 0 Ants 3_ FM Hrep Lafar Cop 
fM maul: Cork Cny 2 5tp Roroa lfTempia 
IM 2 Home Fann Bwton 3i Unwray Cows Co* 

0 Unenck 1: Waffirfort 3 Gabov IM 2. Piadtea 
Ln0M FhStDMNiw Mancnester UW2 Lawpoo! 
1; Tranmeis 2 detain l; Wes Bramuch 2 Bdan 

i. Second Wvtaxc GmotJC 1 tat V<M L: Kid- 

de^fieu Z HuD 0: SundMand 2 Baoiood 1: VM 

1 Ascn I/Sa 2. Ttdnl DhiWon: Canme 2 Buy 1: 
Chester Httpri 5: Rachda^ 3 Dartmeon UwaF 
sair 0 Oeserfieid Is Bfteaham 1 Scartxjraj^i 0. 
Anna tranronce Canfekudkai find DkrtafeK 
3ng»5» 2 Srsai C*y 1; Chamon 2 West Ham 0: 
tparen 2 Ciysfei Palace 2; tewsti 2 (JPfl 1; Oi- 
fern 0 Psemoum l (asareamr trua a tag; 
Sccm a nmcn 0 Tottennam L, Wimtiiedan 2 
Chfisestt fcsdRaenl UffluedrO. Snenod EH- 

vMou teaff ory i ten n irewoii atc 2 

T«sw> ft Sarcea 1 P^mauin L CcnssraffioU 
Cop (AaabatB. CaW) FUK romd Group A: 
Ouaspram 3 St Ycsere and the Grenasms 0- 
Group C: ‘jr.rjta Staten 2 B Sovjoot 0. indtan 
Sdpor Cur Jaremus 1 Parma 0. SpanMi Cup 
fourth round ■ eronil lt£ Tenenfe 2 Dewna 
uCc^-ia 1.4tSt5pB3-2fl RealZaiagaaOML 

set S. - 3 e3 1 laggegna 3 3. Zaoeoa mfi an a*n 
goals'; Scereng Gfon 0 Mumvu 0 (afigfeg^te 
:-2r. carpasata 0 Smu l lagpegxe l-3»: 
Sa-Mcro rt heraJes 1 \aggjegpa 4-U. Vavm- 


may cootimie to play in the Eng- 
lish non- League pyramid A 
settlement regarding costs has 
also been reached 
David Hando, the Newport 
chairman, and his Colwyn Bay 
counterpart met FAW officials 
last week to discuss the way for- 
ward now that both chibs are 
members of the FAW once 
again. “We have re-established 
good relations,” Hando said yes- 
terday. “The FAW now under- 
stands that, if we are to join the 
League of Wales, it must be our 
choice to do so. We will not be 


coerced into anything against 
our wilL" 

Colwyn Bay and Newport 
were obliged to leave both the 
FAW and their own grounds 
when they, and other clubs, 
chose to stay in their English 
leagues rather than join the 
League of Wales when it start- 
ed in 1992. After two years spent 
in exile they returned borne in 
1994, but the long-term future 
of both clubs is not yet assured 

One problem that has to be 
dealt with is the ruling made last 
year by Fifa, world football’s 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Da 3 Cefta Vfe) D 
Learie: Porto 2 G# 
Iecrt2 ApJ 2. 


4-jj. Part urorow 
a Frtundty: Xnder- 


Qdf 

The Enflfeh Goff Union rias been award- 
ed £650,000 from the National Lottery 
towards Trie construction and deyefop- 
ment of Ihe teachingacattemy utils Na- 
tional Golf Centre at WoodhaU Spa, 

Uncdnsritre. 

MNAV5MN OPEN (Kate* lunm) LwdogflM- 

: 66 S Reach (US). «T C Jtora (US). 


rotuTOi 

68 M Mamet (Sfrg). 69 A Cette KM- 70GJc*n- 
er (Ausl; S TaBt (tote); 0 OMua (N vn; S Torrence 
(Sco); R BroHo £Phik StiucM Kwrebare (Japani. 


iEEb. 

i HonH (End. 67 K Stone, 
sc COaMson (Engl: 


SOUTH AFRICAN OPEN (Capa Town) I 
firofrround acoroa HA tnlata stotad£ ( 

66 1 Lefran (Can); D Hoad (Er 
69 L-Ctontmn (Frt: M Schott: ( 

PBUHK. 70NBand_ ‘ 

Ray fiwrren (LB): D kmeo. 71 D W Basson; M 
Archer; R Gooaen. D wan Stndon.- S wn der Mer- 
we; U McNulty (Om): P Jonax J McHenry (jtep 
Irfj; M aeon; W Coetsee. 

BOB HOPE classic (Petal Dasan. Calf) 
Leadtagavt-roendscuros (US ontewataMk 
6a m Brooks; B Kmrm GT M Cotawec«uK ) D 
BbhK DHamwreo. 68 J Haas. IfentecTKm. 
F ABem (SAJ: M SDKngar. 69 P Garbos. J Deb- 
ate C Pautau J Huston, A Bear; N Keren J 
Stamen; J Adams; S Jones, S Gump; B Ueafce 
i Maffien- gata n t ert 73 S Lyle (QB). 

Ice hockey 

HU Buflaro o Pmsore^i 1; Dotron 3 Colorado 
2; NY (danders 3 Hnrtftad 6; Onawa 0 ktomrsal 
3; Tampa Bay 6 San Jose 4; Toronto 2 VAnreoee 
4; Chaearo 2 WashineiBn 3: Danas 3 Ednnonaei 
4; Anahean 10M^y4. 
OcnaPKQUALFYMGTTXJRfHMENrajabfana. 
Staeaa): StoKrta 4 Great Breati 5. 


Rugby Union 

ENGLAND A fv Franca A. J 
Parts, rodayyTRH Stop 

P A IM RtafloQ, WJ H teaannod (Haneouns), 
P Menaaii OMhuM, A AdMa» (Bern): A Ktac 
(Bnsml Llmv), ACT GomaaB (Vrasos); R Hart- 
atate (Cawrmy). P BT (teaentaf; EGtaucesfert. 
D Barforth (UHcestert. Q S Arotier (BreanD, 0 
Stama (Gtoueestart. M Cany (BnstDQ, R Jenh- 
taa (KartHura), A J Dtproae (Saacens, capo. 
RELAMD A hr Scotland A, Doretybrook. DubBa, 
today): C lysnea (London inshL S Mason |0r- 
re*), J QaOn<bor (Hartagun). & McCahBliSuv 
bay's Wet). M Wbtxte iBMnx* Cotege): D 
Honrehrajte (London Imlu, A Roltand (Btedoack 
C B li e g! . eaptt P Rartn, S flyroa. p Wtenaea (al 


BtacMDCkColeael.DfiMadIBBtencnBj.MOKaF- 
IK V Coataflo (bom St Maryte Oofeor), E MUor 
dtecasai). A Foley [Shannon). 

SCOTLAND A: S Land IHenoft FP): C Clacdoa 
(HenofsFP). 9 StaU (Mehwe). R ErBreaoa aan- 
dan Scottata, j Krer fUUMOnma: S dtetek (Hav 
eK). G Armstrong (Noecastkt. capt): M Brown 
iMetrosa), G Eta fotrow), B Stewert (Ednbu0i 
Academceta. M Nnnrel (Strong Cunyi D Cronin 
(Boutgn). PWMtoa ffJewcante), J Ab» (Gatai. 
B Rena** [HawfdO- 


8KY SPORTS Uni 


days 730. Saaaday s 6.0 u 
Mbr Para V Sheffield. Sat 30: OWIwn vWffln. 
TTrare 4 Aorta London v Pans (to toa). FH KSt 
Helens v INgm (to ttol. Men 8: Leads v St Ke- 
tone (to Do), ftl 12: Warrrgnsi « Hautu. Sot 
13: OkPrem wlaeda. Fri 19: W&m u Bredfcrd. 
Sat 20: Casttefort « OkDrem. Fri 3 May: 
SneffMd v Casdefefe. Set 4: Mtertongran v Kat- 
tan.ru 2ft P»b v leeas. SunVtlanUonv St 
Helens (to ttaj. Fit 17: Wamrmon v Si Helens. 
Set Ifl: W unu t gmn vWgsn. F&M: BraOfori u 
Imb. Sat 2Sc Wamnem v lonoon. M 50: Casde- 
tard v tarmgton. SdlJwrl itifc rVUpn. 
STONES CEHIEMARY CHAMPIONSHIP (WM- 
naedayt OUtom 30 wamrgun IS; Si Helens 
48 London Broncos 18. Second DMsfaro 
(Wednexdey): Barrow 23 Chortar 21; Hunsler 24 
Bramley IB; LTOjfii 33 Catjle 22. 


Snooker 

GUANGZHOU MASTERS (China): Final: T Do- 
8P (Manai k S Dam (Eng) 6-2. 


Samo 

KEWYEAR GRAND TOURNAMENT (Tokyo) 12th 
dqraf 15: Ku5tamaunii toon 6, bst 6) ct ramsn> 
here 16-61; Hfcmoum (7-5) bt Daau 16-6); Ogn- 
•sttflo i&6) at KnstuiB (6-6); Ogranana 1&61 at 
raotuuan (6-6): Aopyama 18 -6) K Asarouaiia 
5S-SJ: Uamoumi IB-4) at Nammonana i7-5); 
Tanakas^ ilD-2) bn Ma ma nos n ena W-8r. Aa- 
543 ^i( 6 H 9 KEM«noJ 5 - 7 ):T 0 CT»naiateiC-E) 
o; rMakact»00)u W^]; hento 16-a K AHincsrecva 
1661; Ketoaepou (3-9) Ct Mdu&so ic-sv, 
Kotonoeaha (4^) at MmateHqi (3-91: Asatiy.-a- 
kB (5-7) Bt Kocwiaaena 11 -Uj: Tosanourr. i?-5i 
bt unncjrn (3-9); Ktasoyrena 13-4/ x Tatobr is 
19-3): KotanaMo i8-4i bt Asancato IS-©; rao 
ifi-41 at Musaramaru I8-4 i: Tahanonami ol-li 
at KancM u&BK Ta*aon»a 0248 tt teao '57.. 


Tennis 

AUSTRALIAN OPBUMetawaiMi) Meta tarefea 
second round: T ENQVST (Sue/ Or 4 Vonea 
(Ramj 6-4 6-4 6-1,-M Woodtorde lAos) K V. Sr.- 
ner iGen 6-4 6-1 6-4: R FurUn mj at A Costa 


Snow reports 
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governing boify, that both Col- 
wyn Bay and Newport should be 
playing in the Welsh football 
pyramid by 1997. Given the 
High Court judgment contrary 
to the Fifa ruling, both clubs are 
content to bide their time. “We 
might be convinced if the three 
League dubs [Cardiff, Swansea 
and Wrexham] made die switch 
- but that is unlikely," Hando 
said. “However, things might 
change if Cardiff were relegat- 
ed to the Conference, or if the 
Endsleigh League went part- 
time. Anything can happen-." 


(So) 1-6 7-66-1 64; M PhApoousss lAus) O. 
E Ran Osd 2-6 6-4 6-3 6-2; M Teoburt lAusj K 
P Tremoochl (Aus) 6-3 64 7-5c J Semarrt (Nefri 
btDNatpso 001-6 5-7 6-2 7-6 6-1: B Smen 
(NZ) bi B Macptw (US) 6-1 5-7 7-664; FO»ci 
(SR) at F DBMdf (Bt» 2-0 7-5 6-3 6-2; M Ha- 
dad (Coo at P Rater (Auo> 7* (7-5) 6-4 2-2 
recMVtehmgBn (USJtttABOETSCHIfii tr-: 

6- 1 3-6 6-1; Y KAFBJ'BWJV IRus) H A Contoa 
CSpj 6-1 6-2 6-3; P SAMfflAS (US) at M 

IUS| sa 64 6-4; M LBBSon (SHei ar B BIKV 
(Ztai) &3 3-6 6-4 6-4; B BECKER (Gei til T Jo- 
hansson (Swe) 4-6 3-6 6-2 6-1 6-4; H Gum,- 
(A« bt OWheatan (US) 6-3 6-7 6-4 7- 5; G MV* 
SEVIC (CTOS) bt S Lateau l Can] &4 6-4 64. 
Womata dn0» aaoood rairocfc M Emu itaojn, 
at K DATE (Japan) 6-2 1-6 64; B Schen rAur, 
bt P Sung-Hee (Ste) 6-4 6-3; N Dafllman (Fm) 
fat R Draarow (Roml 6-4 63; B 5CHIILT2- 
McCAmw (Nath) at Ste-Trog WOng Oau 6-« 3-6 
63; L fteWBfOua (0: Rep/ U p tenananrev (Madi 

7- 6 4-6 7-5: E LAhcwiseva (Rus; W M PCPCE 
(FO 6-4 64: M Ffngs (Sml bt B Pautas (Auu 
61 64; A HUBER |Go) Bf A Carlsson C5hW) 61 
62: R Grande Bt) hr S Merer IGer) 64 7-6: L 
D AVENPO RT IUS) bt R StuatBlAuw 7-6 63, A 
C0ET2ER ISA) K S Hach iGart 61 6 1: * Boo«r 
(Nefr) bt N Faber (Bel) 62 16 63: R Hnah 
Uaoan) bt L Pnrun - IIS) 63 4-6 62; H Suhc-a 
fCz Rep) at M Goybowsha IPod 7-6 4-666: J 
handar (Ge4 M Y Kama (Japan) 76 6 3; C MAR- 
TINEZ (Sp) til F Labat (AiQ 62 64. 

LAWN TEMGS ASSOCIATION BRITISH RANK- 
INGS: MEM IT Henman (Oran,; 2 C Wi&insor, 
'Hants and DW6: 3 J Bales (Storeyi; 4 U Petcney 
(Essen: 5 M Madaan (Vies: at Sere i; S D Saps 
fen) iSureyi; 7 C Beeener ihenr. B B C mar- 
dans,): 9 A Foster (StaffSI: 10 L Mfllfiar iMd- 
dies»i; U N Gouu lAnnj; 12 A Rictarcso-i 
(Uncs;. women: 1 c VJboa (Suss»i; 2 L Jets. 
iOron); 3 K Cross (Oewn); 4 M M41» r'WVs;: 5 
J (tone iPtmi; B S Sirnui (Essen: 7 R wroij- 
(Lani; 8 M Y&rtfiriBn [Essen: 9 J rjoore r.vr- 
wCKS.: 10 LAni(4i roevw.i; llCTayw 'Our 
12 J Puta (SjSSOi. 
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Be lire Dm fn trie itnow Id fincf trie 
bessnow 1 

Dal 0891 333 110 

Accmts. up lo date snow and watte 
reports Irom met 100 resorts in 
Eaope and North America by pr&r-e 
ci to. (Fcr a to report please ice a 
phone attached la you lax machine) 
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Italy 
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North Aj^erida 
Switzerland 
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zee r* exes: t ixr--. etercs c c • > .- . 
BdlCBi.-w; 


■ a i a.7 Tec.' ? n. - il- j 

SKIFAX 0897 300 330 j 
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Casa aaretets ns .- rtzur ~ 










£40,000 to be won 

See Page 26 
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iRIAN MOORE: The man France 
is glad to see the back of Page 26 


Cricket 

DEREK PRINGLE 
reports from East London 

Another tour is over, and an- 
other series has been lost Noth- 
ing surprising there. After aH, the 
England team's ailments are 
well known and stem directly 
from the domestic game. Yet in 
spite of this incontrovertible 
fact, the usual autopsies will stOI 
be performed and the same old 
solutions proposed before bring 
promptly ignored. As far as har- 
bingers of change an* concerned, 
it is an excerrise in futility akin 
to dissecting a headless cadav- 
er, simply in order to ascertain 
the cause of death. 

Most of us know that, when h 


comes to sustaining the high Ira, 
el of performance needed to win 
a long series rather than just the 
odd game, England, their captain 
excepted, are consistently lack- 
ing in focus and application. 

It is a weakness that has been 
symptomatic of England’s crick- 
et for some time, veiled by in- 
dividuals such as Ian Botham, 
David Gower and Graham 
Gooch, like Gooch before him, 
Michael Atherton has had to 
carry the batting to such an ex- 
tent that it leaves him with lit- 
tle to give to his team, especially 
when their morale and perfor- 
mance have needed to be raised. 

However, his ability to lead 
with his bat, particularly in Tfest 
matches, is something his team 
has always responded to, though 


the same has not been apparent 
in the current one-day series, 
where the sbeerfetjgue of a long 
tour has led to an indifference 
bordering on the gung-ho. 

An approach that must be tem- 
pered if England are to come 
away with anything iom the two 
remaining cme-dayeo The first, 
starting here this afternoon, the 
Other in Bart Elizabeth on Sun- 
dty. Asked what he thought of the 
one-day series, Atherton, still 
smarting over the kstTfest match, 
said: “Vfe came here to win the 
Test series. The one-dayere are a 
bit of fun at the end.** It was a 
comment that 3J -becomes his vi- 
sion and style, and one that has 
rarely brought England success 
in any form of cricket. 

But Atherton’s men are tired. 


not from the fragmented crick- 
et they have played on this 
tour, but from the deep-seated 
fatigue caused by performing 
ana travelling on a relentless 
year-round treadmill. Under- 
standably, their cricket often 
TaHca the meanness that char- 
acterises competitive sides with 
limited talent, and too often 
their cricket has Men foul of 
avoidable carelessness. 

No other team in the world 
plays during a northern summer, 
□ides they are touring England. 
Next winter England had been 
promised a Chnstmas at home. 
Instead they wiD play two away 
series with a three-day window 
between them - the first in 
Zimbabwe and the second in 
New Zealand, and instead of re- 


turning home they fly straight 
from Harare to Auckland. 

However, if die alternation- . 
al programme cannot be re- 
duced, then, the domestic one 
must be, although both would 
be greatly enhanced try bolder 
cots than the cosmetic surgery 

dissenters! 

Strangely, it is not a view 
shared by the England manag- 
er, Raymond Illingworth, who, 
in craggy Yorkshix^naa mould, 
rebuffed the daim that modern 
tours are far more hectic and 
demanding than their more se- 
date pre-1970 counterparts. 

"That’s rubbish,” he said yes- 
terday. “I remember on the 
1962/63 tour of Australia going 
on a journey from Brisbane to 


Sydney, then cha q p ri g'planes to 
go to Potb, before finishing with 
a 200-mile coach journey up 
country; That were restful al- 
right, especially wheat J was 
told by the team manager, Bil- 
ly Griffith, thatl couldn't nave 
a sweet with me meaL” - 
However, Illingworth is pre- 
pared to Iota large part of the 
blame for Eagbnas lackof con- 
sistent quality on county door- 


ticular the competitive edge be 
feels two divjBions.wOTjd bring. 

*Tve been pushing for that for 
over 20 years," he said rueful- 
ly, patting down the few strands 
of hair that had survived die 
same period. “But there are just 
too many arguments from non- 


cricfceting sources listened to for 
it to be accepted.” An attitude, 
nhogworth dunks, that will also 
stymie a single national acade- 
my, should one ever be built. . . 

And yet, the problem does 
riot appear to lie at the lower 
levels of talent, as the recent ex- 
ploits of. the England Under- 1 9 
team has shewn. But where oth- 
er countries take and develop 
their taleritedintfiriduals, such 
as South Africa have done with 
18-year-oklftaii Adams and 20- 
year-old Jacques Kalfis, the 
county system holds them bade, 
rarely playing them in front of 
more experi enced . players, un- 
til it is too late and confidence 
and desire are at a low ebb. 

The county stranglehold is a 
difficult one to break. If England 


do manage to win the Vtforid 
Cop, crucial changes to tn-P 
game’s infrastructure will again' ■ 
Ee shelved, and a memo circu- 
lated thateveiything is still rosy 
in the garden. If English crick- 
et is to change for the better, 
then Atherton's team must con- 
tinue in Pakistan as they have 
here, and lose at all costs. 

As far as today goes, Craig 
White opens with Mike Ather- 
. ton, and Jack Russell has been 

^AJecStewart a be- 

cause of his band injury. 

ENGLAND SQUAD (OocmAT toM uM ttonnl * 
Sooth mem. But Lauda* Hxtaft M A War- 

too (Lancashire. capO. C Whit® n^k re}, R 

A Antt QfaraodM), R C RumoR (Qoaoea- 
tashuu, B A Hfefc (VniBauiBmwB), R H F&b- 
(rafter (LancMto). C P Itmpu {Sonejf}. D A 
Cork (DfirtWhhsl. N M K S0UU1 OteiwMaftoei. 

D Ooncn (Yortetwe). ■ K Mwuotti (Wnces- 
rattbd, P J U H « (LanCBS»*Bj. 


Pierce unable to 
mount a defence 


Tennis 


Mary Pierce Had what she called 
“one of those days" at the Aus- 
tralian Open yesterday. Bsrhaps 
the world No 4 should have in- 
cluded the word -another" in 
her description as Her 6-4, 6-4 
defeat by Elena Likhovtscva was 
not untypical of the year she has 
had since winning the title here. 

Another victim of the un- 
derdogs was Kimiko Date. The 
fifth seed, who was a semi-fi- 
nalist in this tournament two 
years ago, was embarrassed in 
three sets by Mana Endo, a low- 
er-ranked fellow Japanese. 

At least the men’s world 
No 4. Boris Becker, struck a 
blow for the established order 
by fending off the determined 
Thomas Johansson. The 20- 
year-old Swede s heroics in go- 
ing to the brink of victory in the 
five-set match split the Mel- 
bourne crowd into two raucous 
groups, who got behind the 
players like football fans. 

Pierce, who won heT first 
Grand Slam title by beating 
Arantxa Sanchez Vicario in last 
years final, was out of sorts in 
her match against Ukhovfseva. 
The world's 51 st-ranked player, 
who hails from Kazakhstan, 
simply capitalised on Pierce's 


string of errors. T never fell re- 
atiy comfortable on the court," 
Pierce said. “I felt like I was 
moving really heavily and just 
made a lot of mistakes." 

Although she lost a marathon 
game on her service to let Pierce 
level at 2-2 in the second set, 
Likhovtscva broke back and 
held serve to pull 4-2 ahead. She 
wrapped up the match at 64 with 
an are after earning three match 
points with forehand winners. 

Pierce was at a ioss to explain 
her poor form, but she has suf- 
fered similar lapses over the 
past 12 months. Tfs not so nice 
but then, in tennis, you never 
know. It goes with the sport: you 
have some good days and bad 
days." the Frencb-Canacfan said. 

Date, like Pierce, blamed 
her lacklustre 6-2, 1-6, 64 de- 
feat on too many unforced mis- 
takes but also said her familiar 
rival played consistently well. 

While Pierce and Date made 
early exits, the 10th seed, Lind- 
say Davenport, and the world 
No 9, Alike Huber, both had 
straight sets victories. 

Becker, Huber's fellow Ger- 
man. again lived dangerously, 
sliding to the brink of defeat 
against Johansson at two sets 
down before winning a dramatic 
fifth seL 

Johansson, ranked 114th in 


the world and with nothing to 
lose, was 2-2 and 40-0 up on 
Becker’s serve in the third set 
with the No 4 seed seemingty at 
his mercy, but Becker, wbo was 
taken to five sets by Britain’s 
Greg Rusedski in the first round, 
dawed his way back for a second 
time to win 4-0, 3-6, 6-2, 6-1.64. 

Becker, who thrives on 
theatre, said his spirits were lift- 
ed in the pivotal fifth game of 
the third set try the almost hys- 
terical support for his opponent 
from the fanatical hlue and-yel 
low face-painted Swedish fans. 
“They were making me angry ._ 
for me it’s always good to be an- 
gry because lam really going for 
my shots and trying to bother 
the crowd even more,” he said. 

IBs revival roused his own 
fans and the fifth set was played 
in a rowdy atmosphere with 
boos and cheers for every point. 

Pete Sampras, the top seed, 
was happy with his form as he 
booked a fourth-round match 
against the rising young Aus- 
tralian, Marie Phihppoussis, with 
a four-set defeat of Michael 
Joyce, a fellow American. 

Andre Agassi had a less sat- 
isfying day. He was fixred£l,000 
forswearing during his easy sec- 
ond-round victory over Vince 
Spadea on Wednesday. 

Results, Sporting Digest, page 27 
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ACROSS 

I Fishing at Iasi, with houks 
and nets arranged around? 
Phew! |5JJJ 

10 On one's back, say. needing 
help when cantered by 
yobbo (4.3) 

II Girl set rm rooking un- 
palatable stuff (7) 

12 Is to take some action 
against children (5) 

13 Limits of sexy nighties con- 
cealing these combina- 
tions? {9l 

14 Monster giving howls or 
unpleasant leers, primarily 

(5) 

16 Curtailed informed study. 
“Crime in one US state’* 

(9) 


IS Where one goes to be ex- 
cessive? (4) 

19 King going round Ameri- 
can eitv has to take it easy 

(51 

20 Leaders of Trade Unions, 
one abandoning unyielding 
approach, reveal pompous 
attitude (9) 

23 Note: low points may ap- 
pear endless (5) 

24 Middle East appointment 
brings one in lo act as go- 
between (7) 

25 Roman poet undergoing 
small shift regarding mar- 
riage (7) 

26 “You will be taken from 
here to a place of execu- 
tion-." etc? (5,8) 


Thursday's Solatia* 
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DOWN 

2 Heavy precipitation, also in 
the storms (9) 

3 No socks for'Arry, just a 
loop of rope (5) 

4 Entrances and annoys, 
missing runs (5) 

5 Well-prepared newspaper's 
editor conceals one (9) 

6 Local resident in Edin- 
burgh upset, lasing old pen- 
ny and gaining nothing (9) 

7 TbereTibe places for views 
aired on the radio (5) 

8 Exhausted, having got per- 
sonal best at the optimum 

moment (3,2,4, 4) 

9 Shows how to handle prob- 
lem: to place rational alge- 
braic quantity’s enough 

15 bihmtil carb is working (9) 

16 We are going round In ship, 
showing exhaustion (9) 

17 Odds on English client be- 
coming upset and irritable 

21 travel on horseback round 
mod stretch of high ground 

Ti Kin>iim iVUintHf cimnliac 


23 French girl al sea, forget- 
ting name (5) 


Win a Weekend Break or a case of Bombardier Premium Bitter 
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Counties 

condemn 

Illingworth 


Mary Pierce sees her dream of retaining her championship tfie at Flinders Park yesterday 


A year that began badly for Ray 
Illingworth is gradually getting 
worse as England's counties 

his claiiM^^t^nm 
enough Test standard players are 
being produced from the ranks. 

The counties, whose structure 
within the Britannic Assurance 
Championship has long been 
Warned for failing to prowde the 
competitiveness necessary to 
groom future Tfest players, re- 
jected the England team man- 
ager’s assertion that they should 
■‘look at themselves”. 

Illingworth believes a talent 
drain is the major factor in Eng- 
land’s Test and one-day in- 
ternational defeats in Soath 
Africa, saying: “The bottom line 
is that we are at a pretty low ebb 
for talent at the moment in Eng- 
land. The counties are just not 
producing young players of the 
calibre of, say, Shaun Pollock. " 

But the former England bats- 
man Dennis Amiss, now War- 
wickshire’s chief executive, 
insisted: “Ifs disappointing to 
hear comments like that because 
we don’t feel we could be doing 
more to produce good cricketers 
for Warwickshire and England” 
Illingworth found little sup- 
port either at Lancashire, who 
provided captain Michael Ath- 
erton, Peter Martin, John Craw- 
ley, Mike Atkinson, Neil 
Fairbrother and Jason Gallian 
for England duty this winter. 

Geoff Ogden, the chairman of 
Lancashire's cricket committee, 
said: “You only have to look at 
the likes of Michael Atherton 
and John Crawley, to see where 
our priorities lie.” 

The former England paceman 
Graham Dilley, now the bowl- 
ing coach at Surrey, stressed: “If 
Ray Illingworth feels tike that, 
I would have thought be is in the 
ideal position to do something 
Photograph: Allsport about ft.” 


France sense revenge 


Rugby Union 

DAVID LLEWELLYN 

France have started psyching 
themselves up for tomorrow’s 
Five Nations opener against 
England at Parc des Ponces 
with a rebel yelL The three play- 
ers, banned for two months af- 
ter staying on in South Africa 
following last Sumner’s World 
Cup, are aB fired up for the game. 

Laurent Cabaimes, Olivier 
Roumat and Thierry Lacroix 
last turned out for Firance in the 
third place play-off in the World 
Cup when they beat England 
19-9 in Pretoria. That victory 
ended a lengthy losing sequence 
for the French that began some 
eight years ago and last night 
Cabaimes, at 31 France’s oldest 
player on show tomorrow, in- 
sisted: “There is a time for 


everything. This is the time to 
beat the English.” 

Roumat, the former captain, 
reminded everyone that this 
has been a good season for 
France when be said: “The 
team has beaten the AD Blacks, 
now we have to add England to 
our list of victims.” 

They may think they have a 
distinct psychological edge but 
their last victory in the Five Na- 
tions over any Trill Carling 
team was back in 1988. 

Over in Dublin, Scotland 
need to show that they can live 
without their former captain, 
Gavin Hastings, whose brother 
Scott yesterday passed a late fit- 
ness test on a knee injury, as 
they fry Lo overcome a rejuve- 
nated Ireland. To emerge with 
victory is a tall order for the new 
captain, Rob Wainwright, but as 
a doctor of medicine tie is prob- 


ably best qualified to prove 
there is life after Gavin. 

Infact, Whinwright reckons 
Hastings* impressive record as 
captain has helped him. He said: 
“It is far nicer to follow an es- 
tablished captain than be the 
sixth captain m two years, which 
implies you are taking over a 
rather more shaky ship.” 

Ireland wil] have been lifted 
with the news that their lock 
Nefl Francis, the outside-half, 
Eric El wood, and Bath’s wing, 
Simon Geoghegan, are all fit for 
the game. For Scotland, Craig 
Chalmers, the outside-half, 
confined to the bench, has a 
hand injury that is causing some 

concern. 

■Gary Rees, who has 22 caps 
for England on the flank, has re- 
signed as coach of Nottingham 
to concentrate on playing for the 
second division stragglers. 


WINTER SALE 


paris ° m £99 

UNBEATABLE j 

VALUE! I 


On any available train — — — ffl 

• eurostar W 

I night in centra^ located Altona Hotel en suite Ha 
bathroom, B&B. Includes Eurostar (Waterloo to Paris, 

Gare du Nord). Extra nights £17 per night. 

MSTERDAM 

r HQ 2 nights in centrally 

Mm la# 7 located ★★★ Bridge 
Hotel, en suite bat h rm. 
B&B, Extra nights GO per night 


Millwall called to Serbs’ den 



PRAGUE 


2 nights in centrafly located 

*** Hotel juliaa en suite TmeOff 

bathroom, B&B. Includes ffigits 
from Heathrow. Extra n&rts from 

from £19 per night Depart on a 
Sunday and have 

third night free! tZZ 7 


CUVE WHITE 


Millwall, the sometime scourge 
of English football, have been 
invited by the Bosnian Serbs, 
until recently the pariahs of in- 
ternational diplomacy, to play 
a friendly match in Banja Luka. 
The game is being staged to cel- 
ebrate Bosnia's return to the in- 
ternational fold following the 
end of the war in the former Yu- 
goslavia. 

Hie Bosnian Serbs are keen 
to renew sporting ties around the 
world ana are using an English 
agency. First Artists Corpora- 
tion, to help them do so. 

Having decided to invite an 
English dub to play in Banja 
Luka, the Bosnian Serb football 
authorities were advised that it 
might be too ambitious to seek 
a Premiership dub. They then 


checked the most recent Eng- 

a'on^^SS^er editfon'-atKl 
chose Millwall because they 
were then top of the First Di- 
vision. The London dub have 
since slipped to mid-table. 

The fact that their prospec- 
tive opponents are a dub whose 
supporters rejoice in the slogan 
“No one likes us; we don’t 
care” is purely coincidental, as 
is the fed that Millwall have re- 
cently signed two players from 
Russia, traditional dose allies of 
the Serbs. 

“We’d be delighted to lake 
Millwall to Bosnia to help with 
the peace process,” Jon Smith, 
of First Artists, said last night. 

Banja Luka was al the centre 
ofthe Yugoslav war. The biggest 
town in the Serb-held part of 
Bosnia, it vras the power base of 
the notorious military com- 


mander, General Ratko Mladic, 
and was the scene of some of the 
worst ethnic deansing during the 
war. Prior to the war, 50 per cent 
of the Banja Luka population 
were Muslims and Croats. Now 
only Serbs live there. 

Sports stadiums were -the 
scene of some of the worst 
atrocities in the war (as they have 
been in other conflicts around 
the wodd), but the ground that 
the Bosnian Serbs have in mind 
was not one of them. 

MxDwalL who would be play- 


understood to have reacted pos- 


match, hopefully within the nest- 
four ^ weeks, fixtures pennfttinfr 
Peter Meade, the diarrman, said 
that be would discuss the Idea 
with his manager, Mick Mc- 
Carthy, when he returns short- 
ty from business abroad. 


HALF TERM SALE 


ROME £ 2 l 9 fS. «5 

Depart 17 or 23 February* 
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